
Dear Families, In our exciting new geography and science project, the children will learn about the lay-
ers of the earth, different rocks (including fossils), plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes and tsuna-
mis. The children will discover how fossils are made, and will learn a about the history of fossil discov-
ery. Linked to this the children will look at the destruction of Pompei by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius 
building on their understanding of archaeology from the Autumn Term project. The art and DT projects 
this term are linked in with the same themes. 

Rocks, relics and rumbles               

Spring term 2024 year 2 and 3 

Significant places, people, events, dates and   
concepts 
Places: Pompeii, Mount Vesuvius (79AD) and volcan-

ic regions across the world 

People: Mary Anning and the discovery of fossils 

(1815-1847) 

 

Memorable Experiences 

Drama/roleplay—Escape from Pompei 
 
Forces Workshop 
 
Visit to Natural History Museum 
 
 

Key Texts 

Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit 
 

Cat by Eleanor Farjeon (poem) 
 

Arthur and the golden rope by Joe 
Todd Stanton 

 

Supporting Your Child at Home :   

 

If you want to help your child with maths: 
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/free-downloads    
   

 
 
 

 

English—Reading  

We will continue to read for 

pleasure and to explore different 

aspects of texts  such as language 

features, vocabulary and the art 

of writing We will develop our 

skills of inference to answer ques-

tions by finding the clues in the 

Science. 

We will be learning about forces including 

magnetism  We will be conducting investi-

gations linked to this that require collecting 

and presenting information in order to test 

hypotheses.  We will be developing our sci-

entific vocabulary. 

Maths 
 

We will be exploring money in 
pounds and pence. Then we will 
focus on multiplication and divi-
sion. We will be measuring length 
and height along with mass capac-
ity and temperature. 

 

English—Writing 
We will recount the journey from 
Pompeii to escape the erupting 
volcano Versuvius  from a different 
view point, creating our own narra-
tive. The children will write diary 
entries in role. 
 
The children will write poems 
 

https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/free-downloads
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Computing 
 

This term we will be writing instructions for a com-

puter programme called scratch.  We will be able to 

solve a problem or complete a task, giving our own 

programming instructions.  

 

Art 

Ammonite: 

This project teaches children about artistic tech-

niques used in sketching, printmaking and sculp-

ture. To enhance form and texture in their draw-

ings using techniques such as hatching, cross-

hatching and shading. They will be using inspira-

tion from rocks and fossils. 

Design and Technology 
Making it move: 

This project teaches children about cam 

mechanisms. They experiment with 

different shaped cams before designing, 

making and evaluating a child's automa-

ton toy.  

Personal, Social and Health Education:   In this Puzzle the class look at examples of people who have overcome challenges to achieve success and discuss what they can learn from 

these stories. The children identify their own dreams and ambitions and discuss how it will feel when they achieve them. They talk about facing learning challenges and identify their own strate-

gies for overcoming these. The children talk about obstacles which might stop them from achieving their goals and how to overcome these.  

Music 
 

We will be listening to Benjamin 

Britten’s Storm music from his 

sea symphony and talking about 

mood in music.  This will help us 

to compose our own storm mu-

sic using graphic notation. 

PE  

The children will complete 
their PE unit on In gymnas-
tics they will learn point and 
patch balances, jumps and 
straight, barrel and forward 
rolls 

Religious Education 

 

We will be exploring the Muslim faith 
and the importance of the Qur’an. 
We will discuss the important of reli-
gious texts across religions.  
  

French 
Les Instruments: 

We will name and recognise up to 10 

instruments and use them in sentences 

Je Peux: 

We will learn how to say ‘I can ‘ togeth-

er with relevant vocabulary to complete 

sentences 

History 

 

We will learn about Mary Anning’s prehistoric 
discoveries at Lyme Regis on the Dorset coast.  
 
We will also learn about the destruction of Pom-
peii by Mount Vesuvius in Roman Times. 

 
, 

Geography 
 

Under the theme ‘Rumbles , rocks and relics ‘ children  

will learn about the features and characteristics of the 

Earth's layers, including a detailed exploration of vol-

canic, tectonic and seismic activity. They will learn 

about key areas for such activity across the world. They 

will learn how fossils are made.  


