
Dear Families, 

This project teaches children about the characteristics and features of rivers and mountain ranges around the world, 
including a detailed exploration of the ecosystems and processes that shape them and the land around them. It builds 
on the previous geography of linking location and and physical features. It links with science in classifying animals 
found in different habitats. In Art and design, we will look at the world outside our door and create animals in clay. In 
our book King of the cloud forest, we will take a virtual trip to the Himalayas to escape to safety. 

   Misty Mountain, winding riv-

er                Spring term 2024 

Significant places, people, events, dates and ideas 
Places: Himalayan mountains, Bankura horses, India   

People: William Morris (Art) Anders Celsius and Carl Linnaeus 

(Science)  

Ideas: Art: landscape, pattern, function and fanciful fabrics.  Sci-
ence:  Water cycle, classification of animals, liquid, gases and sol-
ids. Geography: Ecosystems, locations, grid references to locate.  
 

Memorable Experiences 
Children to explore the canal and rivers of Oxford on a 
walking adventure and the environment to draw. Visit 
to the Pitt rivers museum to look at classification of 
animals. Use the school library with a topic box of 
books to be used to deepen their knowledge of 
mountains and rivers 
 

 

Key Texts 
King of the cloud forest by Michael Morpurgo which 

will be used to stimulate our wordchoices and writing 

Amazing Rivers by Julie Vosburgh Agnone and Kerry 

Hyndman to support our geography objectives 

The boy in the Dress David Walliams will be our class 

reading book. 

 

Supporting Your Child at Home :   

If you want to help your child with maths: 
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/free-downloads    
   

English—Writing 
We will recount the escape journey 
across the Himalayas from a different 
view point, create a narrative and 
write a travel brochure. We will write 
an explanation of how the water cycle 
works. 
We will continue to apply the grammar 
that we are learning including how to 
rite and extend our sentences  

English—Reading  
We will continue to read for pleas-

ure and to explore different aspects 

of the test such as language fea-

tures, vocabulary and the art of the 

author. We will develop our skills of 

inference to answer questions by 

finding the clues in the text. 

Science. 

In the Grouping and Classifying project, your child 
will learn why we sort and group things and the 
important classification skills of observing and 
questioning.  

Changing Matter teaches children about solids, 

liquids and gases and their characteristic proper-

ties. They observe how materials change state as 

they are heated and cooled, and learn key termi-

nology associated with these processes.  

Maths 

Time tables facts activities  will continue 

Multiplication and division, length and 
perimeter, fractions and decimals. We 
will continue to apply arithmetic 
knowledge in the context of solving 
problems. Addition arithmetic content 
will be in place to improve automaticity 
of number facts.  

https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/free-downloads
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Computing 
 

In computing this term the children will be using skills to investi-
gate weather. They will create algorithms to produce a sequence 
of instructions. Maths skills will be needed to collate information 
and prove a theory. Information will be logged and referred to in 
the future and filed on a spread sheet. Children will learn about 
weather forecast. 

.  

Art 

Vista 
This project teaches children about the techniques 
that artists use when composing landscape images, 
such as colour and atmosphere. Children will have 
first hand experience to sketch and discuss different 
areas of the local environment. 

 

Design and Technology 
In this project the children will learn about the 

historical and cultural portrayal of animals in art. 

They study the visual qualities of animals 

through sketching, printmaking and clay model-

ling, resulting in their own class sculpture of a 

horse. 

 

Personal, Social and Health Education:   The children will learn about dreams and goals. There will be opportunities to work as a team and to explore the importance 

of respect.  

Music 
 

Children will learn how to play simple 
tunes on the recorder, using a range of 
notes. They will be introduced  to 
rhythm  and be able to read musical 
notation. The children will be listening 
to some medieval music by Hildegard 
of Bingen. 

 

PE  
Swimming: the children in year 4 will 
be swimming from the 10th of Janu-
ary to the 7th of February. Physical 
skills: individual and partner balanc-
es, rotation jumps, straight roll, bar-
rel roll, forward roll, straddle roll, 
bridge, shoulder stand Thinking 
skills: observe and provide feedback, 
select, and apply actions, creativity, 
evaluate and improve. 

Religious Education 

 
  

French 
Je peux 

 
In this unit children will learn 10 familiar 
activities that they are able or are not able 
to do in French. This is one of the first 
units introducing the negative form, allow-
ing the children to build more interesting 
and complex sentences including the op-
tion of using conjunctions.  

History 

We will learn about the lives of: 

 Anders Celsius  

Carl Linnaeus 

and research their contribution to Science and the improve-

ment that it has made to the world today. 

 
 

Geography 
 

We will learn about the characteristics and features of rivers and 

mountain ranges around the world, including a detailed explora-

tion of the ecosystems. In addition to this we will learn about the 

water cycle and develop some specific vocabulary linked to sci-

ence. We will be explaining how the water cycle works. 


