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Friday 21st June 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you to all parents for making this year’s Run Jericho event so successful. We raised a

lot of money! After costs, we have netted a magnificent £16,500 for the school. I would like

to thank Talia Guilbault- Miscovitch and the rest of the Run Jericho committee for executing

their plans to perfection. The day was a great success. We are most grateful. With the funds

raised, we have plans to develop the school site. More details to follow.

Thank you for taking the time to visit our Science Fair this morning. If you missed it, don’t

despair! Photos of today’s activities will go up on display in the school shortly.

School Improvement

Last week the local authority school improvement team conducted a review of the school’s

progress towards Ofsted’s areas for improvement. This involved talking to leaders,

observing teaching and scrutinising children’s work. The team also looked at external

monitoring reports on Safeguarding, Behaviour, English, Maths, Phonics and Special Needs.

We are keen to share with you the headline from the report as follows:

‘The newly formed leadership team has had a great impact on the education at St Barnabas

that children receive. The leaders have continued to improve the school at pace’.

‘The Headteacher is highly ambitious for the children’s attainment at the school. Provisional

forecasts indicate that in all statutory assessments for the National Curriculum, outcomes

will be higher than in 2023’.

The local authority will conduct a mock Ofsted inspection in the Autumn which we expect

will judge the school as good in all areas. We are expecting Ofsted to reinspect the school in

the next 12 months.

Curriculum

We have made significant strides forward in developing our curriculum to meet the

different needs of all our children. We have begun work on the Challenge Award, a rigorous

process to ensure that the needs of the more able are central to curriculum planning.

NACE, the national association leading on more able provision, has delivered leadership

training and will be working with teachers next term to develop their daily practice. This is a
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very exciting time for the school as we begin to open up the curriculum

and offer learning opportunities without limits.

We will also be adapting the curriculum next year to provide greater opportunities for

creative learning opportunities. We are developing whole school themes to enhance our

learning experiences further and to strengthen our community focus. In the summer term

we will be delivering a whole school local history project to find out more about Jericho’s

present and past. Each class will take a specific focus and will work with local organisations

to create a community exhibition.

Assessment, Reports and Parent meetings

This term we are carrying our standardised assessments in Reading and Maths. End of unit

assessments in other subjects are also being used to provide parents with up to date

information on how their child compares with national expectations. This information will

be shared through end of year reports. After receiving your child’s report, if you wish to

discuss it with your child’s teacher, you can make an appointment to do so.

Staffing

We wanted to let you know that Mary Whitlock, our SENCO, will be leaving us at the end of

this year. Her role will be taken on by Luisa Penman and I (both experienced SENCOs). Luisa

will be given dedicated time to fulfil her part in this role.

We are just finalising our teachers for September having made our final appointment this

week. We are pleased with the experienced team we have lined up and will let parents

know the full details once employment checks have been completed.

After School Clubs

We are reviewing our provision for after school clubs for September. If you have any

specific requests, please email the school office with your thoughts and ideas.

Vision and Values

We have a final draft of our new vision and values (see below). We have shared it with

staff, governors and the children, who really like it. We welcome your feedback. Any

comments can be emailed to the school office.
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Vision

‘They will soar on wings like eagles’’

Isaiah 40:31

Values that create AWEsome individuals. We will become

A - Adventurous

W - Wise

E - Encouraging

Vision Statement

To create adventurous, independent thinkers who embrace challenge and possibility. To

promote wisdom by not only providing great teaching and an excellent curriculum but

also by offering philosophical and spiritual depth. To foster care and compassion for

ourselves, each other and the natural world.

Unleash your wings. Take flight. Become AWEsome!

To bring our vision to life, we are currently lining up a designer to work on a new school

logo. We are also commissioning an artist to create a series of large scale art works. This

will also add some Jericho vibrancy to the facade of the school.

Playground Developments

We are working on developing our small playground to include an outdoor classroom, a

sand pit, a mud kitchen and a forest school workshop area. Plans will start being executed

in the late summer.

On the field, three new picnic tables are being installed and we have plans to develop our

sports provision through a clearly fenced ball games areas and a possible all weather

running path. This is a longer term project that we are still working on, but it is looking

more and more likely that we can start on these plans in the near future.
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Sports Day

We plan to hold sports day on Wednesday 3rd July. It will be for Reception and Key Stage 1

in the morning, starting at 9.15am. Key Stage 2 will be in the afternoon, starting at 1pm.

Year 5 and 6 Musical

This year’s extravaganza is Bugsy Malone. Both Year 5 and 6 will be involved, with the Year 6

children taking the leading roles. Performances will be on Wednesday 17th July 1.45pm and

Thursday 18th July 6pm Please note that all Year 5 and 6 children will be needed at the

evening performance.

Year 6 Leavers

This is on Friday 19th July during the school day. We have booked South Oxford Adventure

Playground where the children will have a day’s celebratory activities. There will be a

bicycle powered smoothie maker, cooking on an open fire, water related play and more.

Any Year 6 parents who would like to join us to help on the day would be most welcome.

PTA

Our next PTA meeting will be at 5.45pm on Thursday 11th July at the school. Pizza and

drinks will be provided. Please join us to discuss next year’s plans. We are also looking for

parents to help with the planning and running of next year’s Run Jericho.

Holiday reminders

Please note that the school holidays do not begin until 1pm on Wednesday 24th July.

Please do not request absence from school before that. School absence at this end of the

year disrupts end of year assessments and subsequent planning for September. It also

interrupts the end of year round ups and celebrations which are an important part of the

school year. This affects your child and the rest of the children in the class.
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Dates for the term

Thursday 27th June
(ends 4.30pm)

Yr 3-6 Trip to The Playhouse to see The Odyssiad

Wednesday 3rd July Sports Day

Wednesday 17th July 1.45pm
Thursday 18th July 6pm

Year 5 and 6 Musical

Friday 19th July (during
school day)

Year 6 leavers party

Tuesday 23rd July 9.15 am Year 6 leavers assembly

Wednesday 24th July 1pm End of Term - no after school club

Best wishes

Beccy Harris - Headteacher


