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 EVENTS AND DATES 
 
 

May half term 

30th May-3rd June 

Monday 6th June INSET DAY 

8th JULY JUBILEE HOLIDAY 

Class Assemblies - THURSDAYS 9am 
 

28th April Year 4 

5th   May Year 1 

19th May Year 2 

26th May Reception 

16th June Year 3 

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 
KEEP PRACTISING! 

 

We have the DfE tests and 
assessments coming up.  
 
Year 1 phonics June 
Year 2 SATS May 
Year 4 Times Tables June 
Year 6 SATS May 
 
Lots of useful information can be 
found at  
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-
parents-need-know-about-year-1-
phonics-screening-check 
 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-
4-multiplication-tables-check-mtc-
explained  
 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/searc
h/results?keys=SATS 
 
 

 

 

DEAR FAMILIES 

 
It was lovely to be able to welcome so 
many parents to the Year 5 assembly 
about the Romans. We were all very 
impressed with how much they have 
learnt. Thank you to all the families who 
came to watch and for the lovely 
comments about the library. 
 
Lots of trips out this week. We were 
very proud of MC in Year 6 when the 
class got to watch the performance of 
her play script at the Oxford playhouse. 
The play was performed by real life 
actors on stage in front of an audience 
of several hundred. Well done to all of 
Year 6 for the play writing as part of the 
Primary Playmakers scheme.  
 

On Thursday Years 1 and 4 had a day 
of Forest School at Hill End. Although it 
was quite windy everyone had a good 
time. 
 

Year 3 have also been out this week 
and visited St John’s College as part of 
their outreach programme. The class 
learnt about being a student at Oxford. 
They had lots of interesting questions 
and enjoyed meeting students and a 
look around the college.  
 

These trips are only possible because 
of the generous donations of both 
money and help from parents and 
carers. Thank you for supporting our 
children. 
 

We hope everyone has a good Easter 
break and we look forward to seeing 
everyone back on Monday 25th April. 
 
Best wishes and thanks. 
 

Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 
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WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  
Thank you 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

Nursery have been learning about how 
some people celebrate Easter. We have 
been making an Easter tree and cards 
for our families. We have been reading 
lots of egg related stories.  
 
Reception have been learning about the 
special events that are occurring within 
their families and community at this time 
of year. We have been learning about 
Easter, Ramadan and Passover. The 
children have been sharing their 
experiences and memories of how they 
celebrate or observe these special times. 
We've also been learning about the 
season of spring and have been 
observing and learning about the signs of 
spring and new life in nature. In maths 
we've been practising numbers more 
than or less than an amount and have 
been continuing to learn about counting 
in 2's and 10's. The children have been 
writing short sentences starting with 'I 
can' whilst also remembering to use 
finger spaces between words and form 
letters correctly. It's a lot to remember 
when you also have to remember what 
you want to write about! We hope 
everyone has a lovely break and will see 
you next term. 
 
Year 1 have been studying maps of 
Jericho, Oxford and the school. In maths 
they have been learning about vertical 

lines of symmetry as well as creating a 
bar model from an Easter egg hunt. For 
handwriting the children have been using 
playdough to make the numbers 0 – 9. In 
phonics they have been acting out fairy 
tales and drawing maps of the characters 
in ‘The Jolly Postman’. We also had our 
first forest school trip of 2022 and have 
been doing yoga with Mrs Matthews. 
  
Year 2 have been learning how to find 
missing numbers in additions by doing 
the inverse. In science, Year 2 have 
been drawing beautiful pictures of the 
tree that we have got right next to our 
class. The children did an amazing job 
labelling their parts. In English, some 
children have been writing about being a 
good cook and others have been 
retelling a story of a roman slave that 
met a kind lion. Year 2 have ended this 
busy term by making some chocolate 
Easter egg nests. 
 
Year 3 enjoyed a fantastic trip to St 
John's College to explore the enchanting 
grounds and learn more about Oxford 
University. They also went to The 
Ashmolean Museum where they 
explored the Anglo-Saxon gallery, 
examined burial artefacts, and wrote 
their name in runes. Father Mark very 
kindly came to teach them about the 
significance of the Passover to 
commemorate the Israelites freedom 
from Egypt. They also explored the links 
between the Passover and the Easter 
Story. In science, they enjoyed 
continuing their work on rocks by making 
volcano structures. At home, they should 
continue practising times tables and 
writing and reading as much as they can. 
Additional work will be available on 
google classroom.  
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Year 4 fully enjoyed their day out at Hill 
End for Forest School with Year 
1.  There were lots of parent helpers 
from both classes and there were a lot of 
smiles, some very well built dens, some 
exciting games of manhunt and possibly 
not enough mud in the stream (well, you 
can't have everything and at least that 
left the coach driver happy).  The class 
have nearly finished making Viking 
shields, many of which contain coded 
messages in runes.  They wrote some 
fantastic stories (not 10 minute writes but 
full stories) about life as a Viking on the 
sea but you will need to ask your child if 
their story involved raining, trading or 
settling.  They have also carried on their 
good work with finding fractions of 
amounts. 
 
The Year 4 assembly will be 
performed at 9am, Thursday 28th 
April in the hall. We hope you can 
make it. Please come in through the 
hall doors on the KS1 
playground. Afterwards please stay to 
see the new library and leave via the 
front door. 
 
In Year 5 we have continued our quest 
on mastering 2-digit division. We were so 
excited to share what we have learned 
about the Romans with all of school & 
the Year 5 parents on Thursday. A big 
THANK YOU to everyone who attended. 
During the holiday, we hope to continue 
practicing our skills of writing to improve 
our grammar, 4-digit dived by 2-digit 
division, and reading many more books!  
 
Year 6 went to the Oxford Playhouse to 
see the Primary Playmakers Showcase. 
This was the culmination of the work 
Year 6 completed in the Autumn term, 
during which staff from the Oxford 
Playhouse came into school and worked 

alongside the children. The children 
learnt about different drama techniques 
including mirroring and miming. They 
also learnt about how to write a play and 
then were given the title "Coming 
together" and asked to write their own 
play. One of the plays was then chosen 
to be performed on stage by professional 
actors at the Primary Playmaker 
Showcase. Congratulations goes to Millie 
in Year 6 who had her play "Teddy bear" 
performed. It was an amazing 
performance and enjoyed by everyone. 
Millie also got to go up on stage to 
receive a certificate that was presented 
by the Lord Mayor. Here are some 
quotes about Primary Playmaker from 
Year 6... 
 
"I was kind of overwhelmed and 
really, really embarrassed but I was 
excited to win," said Millie. 
 
"It was awesome," said Ava. 
 
"It was a brilliant experience and I 
would definitely do it again. I hope the 
next Year 6 class get to do it too," 
said Marc. 
Don't worry Year 5, I have already signed 
us up for next year. 
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Extended Schools 
Mobile no. 07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 

 
Activity Clubs  
 
KS2 Cooking – Sausage Rolls  

Seasonal Sport – Volleyball 

Football – putting their skills into 
action. 

KS1 Cooking –Easter Nests 
Arts & Crafts – drawing and enjoyed 
hot chocolate. 

Fun Games – fun games were 
enjoyed by all. 
Book Club – reading Murder on the 
Safari Star and decorating book 
lanterns. 
Spanish Club – spring paintings 
 

 
Breakfast Club and the main After 
School Club have been enjoying 
playing outside especially now the 
light is improving.  
 
Please look out for the new club 
bookings including a new KS2 
drawing club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recycle Your Ink Cartridges and 

Help Support St Barnabas' Church 

of England Aided Primary School 

Did you know that you can help us 

raise funds simply by recycling your 

ink cartridges via our 

Recycle4Charity programme? 

For each ink cartridge recycled via 

the programme we will receive up 

to £2 donation. 

How it works: 

To send your cartridges or start 

collecting for us click here 

- http://www.recycle4charity.co.uk

/Register/C125928 

  
 

mailto:office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/Register/C125928
http://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/Register/C125928

