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DEAR FAMILIES

Welcome back and we hope everyone had a
good Easter break.
It was lovely to see so many parents and
carers at the Year 4 assembly. Their
performance was excellent and we were all so
impressed they had written the script
themselves. We are really enjoying having
visitors back in school and plan to do more
soon.
The children have settled back in well and are
enjoying the better weather and lots of sport.
Please make sure children come to school in
clothes suitable for PE and that they have hats
and water bottles in school. Most important is
trainers for outdoor activities. All children play
outside or do PE every day and need trainers
in school.
This term we have welcomed several new
children to St Barnabas including a family from
the Ukraine. We hope they will all be happy in
school.
Have a good Bank Holiday weekend and we
look forward to seeing everyone back in school
at 8.45am on Tuesday when school opens.
Best wishes and thanks.
Karen Donaghey
Headteacher

HELP NEEDED
Do you travel into Jericho from the East
Oxford area? A family has asked us to
post the following message. My son is in
nursery at St Barnabas and hopefully will
get a place for Reception starting
September. His father is able to drive and
drops him off and picks him up most of the
time. But there are periods when he is
unable to do so due to work, and as I do
not drive myself, the journey on public
transport/ walking takes one hour there
and one hour back (twice a day= 4 hours
journey time!).
If there are any other families coming to
Jericho from the East Oxford area, we
would be very interested to talk to you to
discuss possibilities of lift-sharing. Please
do get in touch via the school office.
EVENTS AND DATES
HALF TERM 30th May- 5th June
Monday 6th June INSET DAY
8th July JUBILEE HOLIDAY
Term finishes Wednesday 20th July
1.30pm
Thursday 21st July INSET DAY
Class Assemblies- THURSDAYS 9am
5th May Year 1
19th May Year 2
26th May Reception
16th June Year 3
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CHALLENGE AND LEARNING
CLASS LETTERS AND CURRICULUM
MAPS ARE NOW ON THE NEW
SCHOOL WEBSITE
We have the DfE tests and
assessments coming up.
Year 1 phonics June
Year 2 SATS May
Year 4 Times Tables June
Year 6 SATS May
Lots of useful information can be
found at
https://www.theschoolrun.com/whatparents-need-know-about-year-1phonics-screening-check
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year4-multiplication-tables-check-mtcexplained
https://www.theschoolrun.com/searc
h/results?keys=SATS

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI
FREE SCHOOL
Please help us protect our children with
severe allergies by not sending these
items to school. This includes many
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut
butter.
Thank you
NEWS FROM THE CLASSES
Nursery we have been welcoming our
five new friends. We also have launched

our new topic, Our World by learning
about the weather this week.
In Reception class this week we have
had a mini topic on weather to help
launch us into our main topic about Our
World which starts next week. We've
focused on the different weather
conditions the children have experienced
or are aware of and how they are
created. We've talked about how we see,
feel and hear different types of weather.
We also used this as our creative writing
task for the week. In Maths we have
focused on odd and even numbers and
counting in 2's. We have continued to
practise counting one more and less
looking at larger numbers from a 100
grid. At Forest School we all made kites
and tested to see if a long or short string
worked best. The children enjoyed
making them so much they continued
this the following day in the class
creative space, testing them by running
down the hill in the garden.
Year 1 have started their new topic on
Paddington Bear. For art they have
practised folding paper to make a
Paddington hat which will be used for
Paddington models. For geography they
have listened to the first story and found
out where he is from, how he travelled
and where he lives now. In maths the
children have been making groups on
whiteboards and by using objects. They
have then found the total number of
objects. In phonics we have been going
on word hunts around the classroom that
feature specific sounds. We have also
started practising some songs for our
class assembly next week on Thursday
5th May! Please enter via the hall doors
on the KS1 playground. Afterwards
please stay to see the new library and
leave via the front door.
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Year 2 has been learning how to subtract
two 2-digit numbers. Children have also
created beautiful posters with the new
Learning Its for this summer term. In
science, year 2 has been finishing their
plant books. Children have come up with
wonderful and very detailed stories about
how plants grow. In RE, Year 2 have
been learning about the story of Joseph.
Children have discussed jealousy and
forgiveness.
Year 3 have been doing lots of word
problems which have allowed us to
revise various topics from the past two
terms such as column addition, multi
step multiplication and capacity. In topic,
we started learning about where and
when the Ancient Greeks lived. We
explored the different city-states of
Athens and Sparta and had a class
debate on which one was better! In
English, we started our class book, 'Who
let the Gods out?' and completed reading
comprehension questions to develop our
reading skills. We started to learn a
Groovy Greek song (watch out for it in
our class Assembly). We read the Greek
Myth 'Theseus and the Minotaur'
together and enjoyed making our own
Labyrinths. In science, we erupted our
volcanoes to understand features of
volcanic rocks.
Year 4 Wow! They were phenomenal in
their play, I was really proud of them and
so pleased to see so many family
members could attend. We were treated
to a fascinating author's talk from Jackie
Holderness, who wrote the book our play
was based on. She was very moved by
their production and it was especially
moving as she has been into the school
numerous times over the last few years
preparing the Year 4 classes for
Christingle celebrations by telling them

the story of Frideswide and getting them
to act it out in the classroom. In other
news, Year 4 have started their work on
India and Hinduism by studying routes
from the UK to India and some of India's
geography as well as reading the story of
how Ganesh got his elephant head. We
have continued our work on fractions,
linking finding fractions of numbers to
knowledge of times tables. Next week
we will start classifying vertebrates using
a classification key of yes/no questions,
looking carefully at what is the same and
what is different about various types of
creature.
In Year 5 we have continued finishing
our work on division. We have started to
show our answers in not only remainder
form, but also in decimal. This has been
a good challenge for the entire class. We
are also excited for the Read-A-Thon,
and we have started reading many
books. We are continuing our swimming
lessons on Fridays. As the week came to
an end, we are sad to see Mrs. Watson
go, but we are so excited to have Mrs.
Green as our year 5 teacher for the
summer term.
Year 6 have been learning about the
active and passive voice in SPaG. They
have also been learning about hyphens,
as well as revising their knowledge in
preparation for the SATs which start on
the 9th May.
In Maths, the children have been
learning about Averages (the mean,
median, mode and range). They have
learnt a song to help them remember
which one is which. Ask them to sing it to
you at home this weekend. The children
have also been revising their knowledge
of 2D and 3D shapes, different types of
triangles, angles, area, perimeter and
volume.
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In English, the children have been
revising their reading skills by reading
short passages and answering questions
about what they have read. Year 6
started looking at our class book,
Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick,
particularly focusing on the first picture.
There has been lots of interesting
discussions about what the book might
be about.
Extended Schools
Mobile no. 07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30
pm.
Activity Clubs
KS2 Cooking – made macaroni cheese
Seasonal Sport – Cricket
Football – putting their skills into action
KS1 Cooking – made pizzas
Arts & Crafts – drawing optical illusions
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed
by all
Book Club – reading Danger at Dead
Man’s Pass and making book lanterns
Spanish Club – Deportes (sports)
Drawing Club – learning to draw faces

Breakfast Club and the main After
School Club have been enjoying playing
outside especially now the light is
improving.
Lunchtime Clubs were enjoyed by lots of
children. There are still a few spaces for
Cricket and tennis.

Recycle Your Ink Cartridges and Help
Support St Barnabas' Church of
England Aided Primary School
Did you know that you can help us raise
funds simply by recycling your ink
cartridges via our Recycle4Charity
programme?
For each ink cartridge recycled via the
programme we will receive up to £2
donation.
How it works:
To send your cartridges or start collecting
for us click here
- http://www.recycle4charity.co.uk/Register
/C125928

