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EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
 

Monday 6th  
Christmas Carols by candlelight 
KS2 playground 
ALL WELCOME  
5:40pm gates open. Refreshments on 
sale 
6:00 - 6:20pm everyone to sing 
6:20 - 6:40pm interval for refreshments 
6:40 – 7.00pm sing then all home.  
Children will be the responsibility of their 
parents and carers at all times. 
Tuesday 7th  
Snow White, in school pantomime 
9.15am 
Year 4 Christingle at Christchurch  
afternoon 
Wednesday 8th  
9.15am EYFS Christmas songs to 
parents  
2.40pm Years 1 and 2 Christmas songs 
to parents  
Both in the hall  
Please use KS1 gate, gate open at 
2.30pm. 
Thursday 9th  
Years 4, 5 and 6 to Wychwood School  
for their panto afternoon. 
Tuesday 14th  
Christmas Class Parties  
Bishop of Oxford to visit 2.40pm KS2 in 
the hall to meet him. 
 

RESERVE DATE FOR CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS  
Wednesday 15th  
Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th  
BREAK UP  1.30PM (No ASC) 

 

 

 

 

DEAR FAMILIES 

 

Christmas preparations are well underway and 
we are really looking forward to sharing our 
celebrations with you. The choir sang beautifully 
at the carol sharing in the Quad at University 
College and it was lovely to see so many parents 
and staff there to support them. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Pogose who will be 
leaving us to go to a new position at the Dragon 
School after Christmas. She will be hugely 
missed by everyone and has made a great 
contribution to our school. We wish her well with 
her new role and will let everyone know who will 
be teaching Year 5 very soon.  
 
The trip to see Robin Hood was a great success 
although we were very sad Year 5 couldn’t go 
too. We, as a school, have always been cautious 
with our Covid measures and it seemed the 
sensible decision. We will make it up to them. 
We do have a couple of cases in school again so 
please be on the lookout for symptoms and keep 
testing. We continue with our ventilation, hand 
washing and being outside. Please make sure 
your child is dressed warmly.  
 
Seems superficial by comparison, but we have a 
few children with nits. Please check your child’s 
hair and treat accordingly. Conditioner and a nit 
comb has, for many years, been the 
recommended and most effective treatment.  
 

We hope everyone has a good weekend and we 
look forward to seeing you at the Christmas 
Celebration on Monday. 
 

Karen Donaghey 

 

Friday 10th December 2021 

To make donating easier and safer this year 

we've set up our own Just Giving page.  

You can donate directly here: 

  https://christmas.savethechildre

n.org.uk/fundraising/CJD2100154

11 

 

 

mailto:office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD210015411
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD210015411
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD210015411


 

ST BARNABAS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER  
Friday 3rd December 2021 

office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

MISSED A FLU IMMUNISATION? 

Community Clinics for those that missed 
the main school FLU session are now 
available to book online here: - 
https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/Cli
nicBooking/Booking 

You will need the Unique School Code 
OX123211 and NHS number to 
complete the form. 

 

NEW PARENT GOVERNOR 

We are delighted to announce that 
David Hall-Matthews has been elected 
as a new parent governor. David has 
lots of experience of governance 
including HR which will be really helpful 
to the school. Thank you to both 
candidates for their support of the 
school.  

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

It’s Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
10th December. Children can wear a 
seasonal jumper to raise money for the 
Save the Children Fund. If you have 
outgrown Christmas jumpers or spare 
adult ones. We would be very grateful 
for them to sell. Please bring them to 
the school entrance. Thank you 

 

OTHER DATES AND TIMES 

 
INSET DAY 
Monday 6th June 
 
Extra bank holiday – 8th July 2022 
 
 

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 

“Celebrate Our New Library” 
Writing Competition 

To celebrate the opening of the new 
library. Miss Cullen will be hosting a 

story writing competition. This is 
optional and the story will be written in 

your own time. 
 

The story will be about a library. A 
library that contains magical books 
which can take you to whole new 

worlds. 
 

The rules: 

 You can write the story however you 
like 

 It must be about the topic provided  

 It must be handed in to Miss Cullen 
by Wednesday 15th December 

 
There will be 2 winners. One winner 
from Year 3 and 4. One winner from 

Year 5 and 6. Both winners will receive 
a prize. The winning stories will not 

only be full of imagination and wonder, 
but also a fantastic use of writing 

techniques. All stories will be read 
anonymously. 

 
A special thank you to Jessie from 

Year 4 for the fantastic idea. 
And remember, all great writers use 

full stops and capital letters! 
 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  
Thank you 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we been exploring lines 
through watercolour paint and 
experimenting by changing colours with 
coloured materials.  
 
Reception children have learnt about 
Chanukah and watched a home video 
from one of the children in the class. In 
Maths we've made the hour time on the 
clock and the children have done very 
well with their Beat That challenges. We 
need a bit more practise to understand 
what half an amount means so we will 
continue it next week. In art everyone 
has explored making line pictures and 
next week we'll explore making  
line sculptures as a part of the school's 
project on the Blavatnik pen sculpture. 
We've also started our Advent tree as a 
part of the Christmas celebrations. 
 
Year 1 have started recording the 
weather each day for our science topic 
seasonal changes. We have also started 
reading consonant blends and 
calculating subtraction sentences within 
10. In our handwriting we have been 
rainbow writing the names of our 
classmates and the alphabet in order.  
 
Year 2 have been learning about Mea 
Jamison, the first African American 
woman to travel to space on board the 
space shuttle Endeavour. In maths, 
children have been learning about 
clockwise and anticlockwise and how to 
half 2 digit numbers. In science, Year 2 
have carried on learning about food. 
Children have been creating their own 
healthy food plans.  
 
 
 

During our PHSE session, children have 
been discussing what would happen if 
we all looked the same and liked the 
same things. Children talked to each 
other about the differences they have 
and how being different makes us 
special and unique. 
 
In English, Year 3 have been planning, 
writing, and editing fantastic Newspaper 
reports based on our class book 
'Running Wild'. They have also been 
playing lots of excellent literacy games 
such as boggle and charades to find and 
describe nouns. In science, they learnt 
how muscles work in pairs and explained 
this using their own card and string arm 
model. They enjoyed playing a football 
tournament against Phil and Jim which 
they won 19-2. They were able to put 
into practise skills learnt from invasion 
games during PE lessons. 
 
Year 4 have begun reading a new book 
about Frideswide, the patron saint of 
Oxford.  The story is central to the 
founding of medieval Oxford and in 
particular for the founding of 
Christchurch Cathedral, where the class 
will be visiting on Tuesday for the annual 
Christingle service.  They have begun a 
new programme of writing for ten 
minutes every day, focussing on detailed 
descriptions of daily photographs from 
Pobble365.com.  They explored what 
materials in the classroom might act as 
good conductors of electricity and began 
planning and writing entries for a writing 
competition for the new school library. 
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Year 5 have been doing a brilliant job of 
finding factors of numbers.  In science, 
they have been explaining and 
demonstrating night and day through use 
of globes and torches and have been 
learning about why seasons 
happen.  The children have enjoyed 
extra yoga this week.  Sewing has also 
been a highlight of the week in Year 
5.  The children have also been reflecting 
on their term so far, discussing what they 
particularly enjoyed, and their 
achievements.   
 
Year 6 have been learning about 
reflection in Maths. They have revised 
drawing the four quadrants and plotting 
co-ordinates for a shape, before 
reflecting the shape in the mirror line.  
In English and Computing, Year 6 have 
started writing a podcast for the SMART 
rules. First, they listened to a podcast 
and discussed likes and dislikes. 
Following this, the class split into small 
groups and started planning and writing 
their own script for their section. At the 
end of the session, we listened to what 
we had created so far as a whole class 
and discussed how to improve it. Next 
week, they are going to record the 
podcast. 
In Design and Technology, the children 
have drawn their own templates based 
on their design for their gingerbread 
house. Next, they are using their 
templates to make a cardboard 
prototype.  
Just a reminder that Year 4, 5 and 6 
are going to Wychwood school next 
week to see a performance of 
Cinderella. Please log into Gateway to 
sign the online permission. 
 

 

Extended Schools 

The Activity Clubs have had a fun week.  
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs and please contact the office if 
your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking – made mango and 
passionfruit mousse.  
Seasonal Sport – netball and basketball. 
Football – putting their skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made Christmas cakes. 
Arts & Crafts – made Christmas cards. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – reading Wonderscape and 
making game tickets. 
Spanish Club – unfortunately cancelled 
this week. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying board games in 
the hall and playing outside on the 
climbing frame. 
 
Mobile number for After School Club 
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
As previously mentioned from January 
Morning Club will change to Breakfast 
Club and we will be offering breakfast in 
the form of fruit and cereal, governors 
have agreed a slight price increase of 50p 
to cover the cost of this. 
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