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MEETING UP –parent get togethers 
 

We know parents miss being able to 
chat on the playground before pick up 

so in addition to the Friday gate 
opening there will be a regular  

St Barnabas Parents Coffee & Cake 
Catch Up for Parents and Carers. 
The first one is on Wednesday 24 
November in St Barnabas Church 

foyer at 1.45 till pick up.  
Everyone is welcome. 

Thank you to governors for  
organising this 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Please remember to look at our twitter 
account for pictures of activities and 

our new library. 
@BarnabasBuzz 

 
We also now have an Instagram 

account to promote reading and to 
share book news.  

@stbarnabasbookworms 
 

 

POPPIES 

Year 6 will be selling poppies in 
school next week. 

 

CLOTHES 

It is chilly now and the doors are open 
all day for ventilation so we need 
warm clothes that are suitable for PE. 
Children coming in wellies or shoes 
also need trainers in school for PE. 

 

 

 

 

DEAR FAMILIES 

 

It has been lovely to see everyone back 
and the children have had a great time 
playing in the leaves on our fantastic 
field. It’s been a busy learning week too. 
In assemblies we have been talking 
about internet safety ready for some 
whole school writing work.  
Children sometimes report having seen 
unsuitable material online at home and 
we have been encouraging them to tell 
a trusted adult it if this happens. There 
is lots of talk of children having seen 
Squid Game online which is not suitable 
for primary aged children.  
 
The following offer really good help and 
advice about keeping children safe.  
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/ 
 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-
Centre/ 
 
We have also been talking to the 
children about fireworks and safety and 
we hope everyone has an enjoyable 
and fun firework night and a good 
weekend. 
 
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 

EVENTS  

For those of you with Nursery age 
children we are holding a school Open 
Morning on Wednesday 1st 
December.  
Further details on how to book are on 
the school website.  
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DATES AND TIMES 

INSET DAYS 
Monday 6th June 
 

Fluvax – 15/11/2021 
 
 

In the afternoons the gate is opened for 
children to go home and then opened 
again by the council for community use 
at 4.00pm each week day and open all 
day at weekends.  We keep the gates 
locked to keep the children safe at 
clubs.  
However, we have no sports club on 
Fridays and so from now on children 
can play and we will keep the gates 
open.  
ASC children will use the back 
playground on that day. 

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 

Next week is assessment week in 
school. Children in all classes from year 
1 to year 6 will undertake 
tests/assessments to measure their 
progress. We are expecting to see 
accelerated progress from children 
following last year’s lock down and well 
done to all those children working so 
hard on their spellings, times tables and 
maths facts at home, it really makes a 
difference.  
Our homework policy is for children to 
practise spellings, times tables, division 
facts and number bonds and to read 
every day. Children who are secure 
with this knowledge are given extra 
challenges to extend their learning. 
Children could also practise months of 
the year, days of the week and putting 
words into alphabetical order. 

 

 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  

Thank you 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been learning about 
how some people celebrate Diwali this 
week and we have also been learning 
about firework safety. Did you know 
carrots are a handy way to make 
sparklers safer to hold? Take a look at 
this video for more top tips! 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8
s2vIcpqI 
 
In the Reception class this week we've 
been learning about Diwali and talking 
about what we will learn in our new topic 
called Light and Dark. The children have 
explored clay and made small diva lamps 
which we will paint in bright colours when 
they are dry. The children have been 
very focused in Read Write Inc. lessons 
which has been fantastic. Writing the 
letters m, a, and s correctly have been 
the biggest challenge so do practise at 
home! In maths we've been counting on 
from different numbers and consolidating 
number values as well as counting one 
more and one less from a number. 
 
Year 1 have been learning about staying 
safe online. In maths we have started 
counting in 5s with a new song with 
actions. In English we have been 
learning the ‘ow’ as in snow sound and 
‘igh’ as in high. We have also joined 
forces with Year 2 to start preparations 
for Christmas singing with artwork. 
Year 2 have been learning about what it 
would be like to work in a medieval 
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castle. Children have interviewed each 
for an imaginary job at a medieval castle. 
In maths year 2 have reviewed number 
bonds and have been learning about 
using coins to make totals up to 100. 
Children have also been learning about 
being safe online, and they have been 
creating posters to hang up in the class.  
 
Year 3 have been counting forwards and 
backwards in lots of different ways. They 
have been developing their problem 
solving and reasoning skills by 
rearranging number cards to make 
addition and subtraction calculations. In 
English, they have been using the 
prefixes 'dis' 'mis' and 'un' in sentences. 
In topic, they researched the threats to 
the Rainforest and ways it could be 
protected. In pairs, they came up with 
interview questions and asked these to a 
panel of children who performed as 
'Rainforest experts'. The questions and 
answers were great- we even had fake 
microphones! In RE, they learnt how 
each part of the Trinity is involved in 
Jesus' baptism. Children looked at the 
similarities and differences between 
Daniel Bonnell and Verrocchio's 
paintings. In PE, they started passing to 
each other in hockey. 
 
Year 4 have been working on 
multiplication in maths and in English 
have been learning about haiku poems 
and have written their own. In music they 
are learning about pitch using the boom 
wackers. They have also started to learn 
about Oxford in geography. They looked 
at the map of the UK and used a 
compass to work out where Oxford is. 
They also had an excellent visit to the 
Museum of Oxford.  
 
Year 5 have had a wonderful week, with 
two brilliant guest speakers: Philip Stier 
(Bennie's dad) talking about climate 
change and air pollution, and Katherine 
Shirley, talking about shooting stars and 

space missions. We thank them both 
very much, as their talks engaged and 
inspired us and were thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.  
Year 5 also visited St Barnabas' church 
and went on a hunt for little clay, fabric 
and painted mice that were hiding 
around the church! 
In maths the focus has been on fractions 
and the children have all done well, 
developing their understanding.  Look 
out for the fractions homework on google 
classroom.  We have been learning 
about internet safety this week and 
writing about how to keep safe online.   
Thank you to all that have signed up on 
your school gateway accounts for the 
upcoming trips, on 16th, 17th and 18th of 
November.  Do sign up if you have not 
already done so.  Thank you,  
 
Year 6 have been learning about word 
classes in grammar. They have been 
learning about different types of nouns, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, adverbials, 
pronouns, prepositions and determiners. 
In addition to this, Year 6 have also been 
thinking about punctuation and the many 
different uses of commas in writing. 
In maths, Year 6 are learning about how 
to divide a 3 or 4-digit number by a 2-
digit number using long division. 
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Extended Schools 

The Activity Clubs have had a fun week.  
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs and please contact the office if 
your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking –  Starting next week. 
Seasonal Sport – netball and basketball. 
Football – putting their skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made delicious 
gingerbread. 
Arts & Crafts – Church mice pictures for 
St Barnabas. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – writing book reviews and 
started their new chosen book. 
Spanish –  starting today. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying board games in 
the hall and playing outside on the 
climbing frame. 
 
Mobile number for After School Club 
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
We are looking at offering breakfast in the 
form of fruit and cereal with a slight 
increase in cost to cover this. Please 
email the office if you would be interested. 
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