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EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
 

Wednesday 1st  
Open morning for prospective parents 
Christmas Advent Trail starts 
Thursday 2nd  
Choir to sing at University College 5.30-
6.30pm. 
Friday 3rd  
Robin Hood at the Playhouse 
Monday 6th  
Christmas Carols by candlelight 
KS2 playground 
ALL WELCOME  
5:40pm gates open. Refreshments on 
sale 
6:00 - 6:20pm everyone to sing 
6:20 - 6:40pm interval for refreshments 
6:40 – 7.00pm sing then all home.  
Children will be the responsibility of their 
parents and carers at all times. 
Tuesday 7th  
Snow White, in school pantomime 
9.15am 
Year 4 Christingle at Christchurch  
afternoon 
Wednesday 8th  
9.15am EYFS Christmas songs to 
parents  
2.40pm Years 1 and 2 Christmas songs 
to parents  
Both in the hall  
Please use KS1 gate, gate open at 
2.30pm. 
Thursday 9th  
Years 4, 5 and 6 to Wychwood School  
for their panto afternoon. 
Tuesday 14th  
Christmas Class Parties  
Bishop of Oxford to visit 2.40pm KS2 in 
the hall to meet him. 
 

RESERVE DATE FOR CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS  
Wednesday 15th  
Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th  
BREAK UP  1.30PM (No ASC) 

 

DEAR FAMILIES 

A good week, although it’s getting 
colder so everyone is needing those 
extra layers while we continue to need 
to keep the doors open for ventilation. 
We now have the CO2 monitors in 
every classroom and they are helping 
us to monitor the air quality. We are 
fortunate that all our rooms have 
external doors. Luckily the run of cases 
over half term seem to have dropped off 
so we are hoping for a good last three 
weeks. Thank you to everyone for being 
vigilant.  
 
Lots of parents have voted in the 
governor election which is fantastic, 
thank you. Thanks too, to our two 
candidates for their support of the 
school. Being a governor is a big 
commitment and is time consuming so 
we are very grateful. If you haven’t 
already voted, please do. The closing 
date is noon on 29 November 2021 and 
the ballot box is in the foyer. 
 

Christmas preparations are well 
underway and we are really looking 
forward to sharing our celebrations with 
you.  
 

We hope everyone has a good 
weekend. 
 

Karen Donaghey 

 

 

Friday 10th December 2021 

To make donating easier and safer this year 

we've set up our own Just Giving page.  

You can donate directly here: 

  https://christmas.savethechildre

n.org.uk/fundraising/CJD2100154

11 
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COMMUNICATION 

Please remember to look at our twitter 
account for pictures of activities and 
our new library. 
@BarnabasBuzz 
 
We also now have an Instagram 
account to promote reading and to 
share book news.  
@stbarnabasbookworms 

 

SAFETY 

Please don’t allow children to climb on 
the snake and tortoise sculptures 
outside school. In the wet they are very 
slippery and children could have a 
nasty accident.  

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

It’s Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
10th December. Children can wear a 
seasonal jumper to raise money for the 
Save the Children Fund. If you have 
outgrown Christmas jumpers or spare 
adult ones. We would be very grateful 
for them to sell. Please bring them to 
the school entrance. Thank you 

 

OTHER DATES AND TIMES 

 
INSET DAY 
Monday 6th June 
 
Extra bank holiday – 8th July 2022 
 
 

For those of you with Nursery age 
children we are holding a school 
Open Morning on Wednesday 1st 
December.  
Further details on how to book are on 
the school website.  

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 

“Celebrate Our New Library” 
Writing Competition 

To celebrate the opening of the new 
library. Miss Cullen will be hosting a 

story writing competition. This is 
optional and the story will be written in 

your own time. 
 

The story will be about a library. A 
library that contains magical books 
which can take you to whole new 

worlds. 
 

The rules: 

 You can write the story however you 
like 

 It must be about the topic provided  

 It must be handed in to Miss Cullen 
by Wednesday 15th December 

 
There will be 2 winners. One winner 
from Year 3 and 4. One winner from 

Year 5 and 6. Both winners will receive 
a prize. The winning stories will not 

only be full of imagination and wonder, 
but also a fantastic use of writing 

techniques. All stories will be read 
anonymously. 

 
A special thank you to Jessie from 

Year 4 for the fantastic idea. 
 

And remember, all great writers use 
full stops and capital letters! 

 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  
Thank you 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been learning about 
Hanukkah and talking about our own 
families, what we believe and what we 
celebrate. 
 
This week in the Reception class we've 
been thinking about how we order our 
day with the things we do in the morning 
through to the evening. We've looked at 
clocks and have begun to learn about the 
hands of the clock and where they are 
positioned when time is on the hour. We 
will continue this next week too. The 
children have continued to make 
amazing patterns and used the iPad to 
take photos of their work. I'm very 
impressed with how well they join in 
during RWInc lessons and have been 
sounding out words. In PE this week the 
children did yoga and followed 
instructions brilliantly! 
 
Year 1 have been subtracting numbers 
from 10 by using ‘first, then, now’ stories. 
In English we have learnt the sounds ‘ir’ 
‘air’ and ‘ou’ and have been reading all 
about the three Billy goats. We have also 
starting character and setting 
descriptions of the story ‘Rupert and the 
noisy firework’ making links to our topic 
of seasonal changes. In R.E. the children 
visited St Barnabas Church and have 
been busy making three king art and 
singing for our Christmas Story 
performance on the 8th December 14:30. 
 
In maths, this week Year 2 have been 
learning about how to double a 2d. 
Children have also been learning about 
how to tell and read the time, focusing on 
quarter to and quarter past. In RWInc 
children have been using their phonics to 
write about their bedrooms. In science, 
children have learned about the different 
food groups and the importance of 
having a balanced diet. Children had 
also enjoyed art and singing with Year 1. 

We are getting ready for our Christmas 
performance! 
  
Year 3 have been busy in maths, 
continuing to count everyday forwards 
and backwards and revising many learn 
its such as doubling numbers, finding 
missing pieces to 100, solving 
multiplications. In wider maths, they have 
been drawing and measuring 2D shapes 
using centimetres and created a bar 
graph after taking a survey on favourite 
sports in the class. In science, they learnt 
how muscles work in pairs and which 
muscles become the flexor and extensor 
in an action. They wanted to find out 
whether people who play more sport 
during the week can do more squat 
jumps before feeling fatigued. They 
made a prediction, collected data, and 
plotted it on a line graph. In English, they 
have focused on reading questions 
carefully in comprehensions and writing 
a newspaper report on the class book. 
They enjoyed visiting St Barnabas 
Church and finding the mice they made. 
 
Year 4 have finished poems about 
mornings and animals and have been 
working hard to turn them into Book 
Creator projects which can be shared 
with you all.  The page layouts and 
designs are quite marvellous, as are the 
images in the poems they have 
written.  The class is learning how to 
divide numbers by a one-digit number 
using the classic bus stop 
method.  Following our recent focus on 
internet safety, we have looked at using 
electricity safely, coming up with a set of 
rules as a class: 

1. don't mix electricity and water 
2. check that your wires and cables 

are not worn out or left lying 
around in a tangle 

3. do not put too many plugs in your 
plug sockets 
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In maths, children in Year 5 have been 
finding the perimeter and area of 
compound shapes. They have also been 
looking at number sequences and have 
been using jigsaw numbers to find the 
missing decimal number.   
In science and art, the children have 
been looking at recent images sent back 
from the NASA’s Hubble Space 
Telescope and have created beautiful 
vibrant pastel pictures of what they 
observed. In English, the children are 
starting to add sound to their stories 
about a night at the museum on book 
creator and are using their inference and 
deduction skills to answer 
comprehension questions about Tim 
Peake.  They are continuing to create 
beautiful lantern holders to sell at our 
Christmas by candlelight evening on 6th 
December.  Please bring donations of 
old Christmas jumpers, red or mulled 
wine, hot chocolate and popcorn to Year 
5 classroom, to sell on the night.  Thank 
you so much.  
 
Year 6 have been learning how to divide 
a 4-digit number by a 2-digit number and 
write the remainder as a fraction. In 
English, they have been learning about 
how to use fronted adverbials in writing. 
Year 6 have also used all the different 
types of word clauses, that they have 
learnt this term, to name the different 
parts of a sentence. The children were 
very excited in Design and Technology 
when they started discussing the design 
criteria for their gingerbread house. They 
also drew and labelled a design.  
Just to let you know, that on Monday 
afternoon next week, Year 6 will be 
visiting St. Barnabas Church to look at 
the Church mice and to discuss advent 
as part of the RE lesson. 

Please remember there will be a Year 6 
online meeting about Yenworthy on 
Monday at 6pm. 

 

Extended Schools 

The Activity Clubs have had a fun week.  
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs and please contact the office if 
your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking –  made Pao de Queijo. 
Seasonal Sport – netball and basketball. 
Football – putting their skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made cupcakes. 
Arts & Crafts – made Book Covers. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – reading their chosen book 
and writing book reviews. 
Spanish –  learning months and seasons. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying board games in 
the hall and playing outside on the 
climbing frame. 
 
Mobile number for After School Club 
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
As previously mentioned from January 
Morning Club will change to Breakfast 
Club and we will be offering breakfast in 
the form of fruit and cereal, governors 
have agreed a slight price increase of 50p 
to cover the cost of this. 
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