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EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
 

 
Wednesday 1st  
Open morning for prospective parents 
Christmas Advent Trail starts 
Thursday 2nd  
Choir to sing at University College 5.30-
6.30pm. 
Friday 3rd  
Robin Hood at the Playhouse 
Monday 6th  
Christmas Carols by candlelight 
KS2 playground 
ALL WELCOME  
5:40pm gates open. Refreshments on 
sale 
6:00 - 6:20pm everyone to sing 
6:20 - 6:40pm interval for refreshments 
6:40 – 7.00pm sing then all home.  
Children will be the responsibility of their 
parents and carers at all times. 
Tuesday 7th  
Snow White, in school pantomime 
9.15am 
Year 4 Christingle at Christchurch  
afternoon 
Wednesday 8th  
9.15am EYFS Christmas songs to 
parents  
2.40pm Years 1 and 2 Christmas songs 
to parents  
Both in the hall  
Please use KS1 gate. 
Thursday 9th  
Years 4, 5 and 6 to Wychwood School  
for their panto afternoon. 
Tuesday 14th  
Christmas Class Parties  
Bishop of Oxford to visit 2.40pm KS2 in 
the hall to meet him. 
 
RESERVE DATE FOR CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS  
Wednesday 15th  
Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th  
BREAK UP  1.30PM (No ASC) 

DEAR FAMILIES 

We have had a great week with trips 
and visitors and a wonderful day of 
Forest School for Years 1 and 5. Today 
we had a whole school Zumba session 
led by Mrs Pogose. It was amazing and 
we hope we raise lots of money for 
Children in Need.  
 
We now have a very busy December 
coming up with lots of making up for last 
year. Please look out for permission 
emails and letters and check out the list 
of events planned for Christmas.   
 
We are very grateful to all our 
volunteers and supporters who give so 
much to the school and help to make 
things happen. We’d also like to say a 
huge thank you to the parents and 
carers who pay twice, sometimes three 
times over for trips and events. It has 
meant we have sufficient funds to be 
able to do these lovely things with the 
children to help make up for last year.  
 
Thanks too to our amazing team of 
support staff and teachers who are 
giving the children such rich learning 
experiences and extra-curricular 
activities.  
We hope everyone has a good 
weekend. 
   

Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/c

in21-

0011501?utm_source=sms&utm_medium

=fundraising&utm_content=cin21-

0011501&utm_campaign=pfp- 
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COMMUNICATION 

Please remember to look at our twitter 
account for pictures of activities and 
our new library. 
@BarnabasBuzz 
 
We also now have an Instagram 
account to promote reading and to 
share book news.  
@stbarnabasbookworms 

 

SAFETY 

Please don’t allow children to climb on 
the snake and tortoise sculptures 
outside school. In the wet they are very 
slippery and children could have a 
nasty accident.  

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

It’s Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
10th December. Children can wear a 
seasonal jumper to raise money for the 
Save the Children Fund. If you have 
outgrown Christmas jumpers or spare 
adult ones. We would be very grateful 
for them to sell. Please bring them to 
the school entrance. Thank you 

 

OTHER DATES AND TIMES 

 
INSET DAY 
Monday 6th June 
 
Extra bank holiday – 8th July 2022 
 
 

For those of you with Nursery age 
children we are holding a school 
Open Morning on Wednesday 1st 
December.  
Further details on how to book are on 
the school website.  

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 

“Celebrate Our New Library” 

Writing Competition 

To celebrate the opening of the new library. Miss Cullen 

will be hosting a story writing competition. This is 

optional and the story will be written in your own time. 

 

The story will be about a library. A library that contains 

magical books which can take you to whole new worlds. 

 

The rules: 

 You can write the story however you like 

 It must be about the topic provided  

 It must be handed in to Miss Cullen by Wednesday 

15th December 

 

There will be 2 winners. One winner from Year 3 and 4. 

One winner from Year 5 and 6. Both winners will receive 

a prize. The winning stories will not only be full of 

imagination and wonder, but also a fantastic use of 

writing techniques. All stories will be read anonymously. 

 

A special thank you to Jessie from Year 4 for the 

fantastic idea. 

 

And remember, all great writers use full stops and 

capital letters! 

 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  
Thank you 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been learning about 
hedgehogs. We have been exploring 
with different art media to make 
hedgehogs. We have also been 
practising our Christmas songs. If you 
would like to practise at home please 
learn We Wish You a Merry Christmas, 
Away in a Manger and Rudolph the Red 
Nose Reindeer.  
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This week in the Reception class we 
watched a video from space, showing 
the earth revolving. We talked about 
where the sunlight was or wasn't and 
what that meant in terms of day and 
night. We also talked about the shape of 
the earth and discussed how we don't 
feel as though we are turning or on our 
side when we live on Earth. We've begun 
to talk about animals that like to come 
out at night and made hedgehog 
collages in art. In maths the children 
have been focusing on doubling amounts 
and repeating patterns. As a link to 
writing and technology, we talked about 
internet safety in a child friendly way 
through Smartie the Penguin and his 
experiences with his tablet at home. The 
children then used their developing skills 
in phonics to write beginning sounds or 
words to go with their drawing of 
Smartie. It's been a busy week! 
 
This week Year 1 have been learning 
about being a part of a group and how 
we can have things in common but still 
be different. In maths we have been 
subtracting using songs, chants and 
stories. In phonics we have been 
learning the ‘ar’ and ‘or’ phoneme and 
practising writing words with those 
sounds. We also went to Hill End! and 
have been rehearsing songs from the 
Christmas story. 
 
In maths, Year 2 have learned about 
multiplication. Children have been 
collecting items from the class to 
represent lots. Then, children have been 
rewriting their arrangements into a 
repeated addition number sentence first, 
and then into a multiplication sentence. 
In maths, children have been also 
learning about fractions. Children have 
been counting quarters and learning the 
notation of quarters.  In topic, Year 2 to 
have learned about the life of Gretha 
Thunberg and her motto: No one is too 
small to make a difference. Children 

have been thinking of what can we do to 
protect our planet. At the end of the 
week, Year 2 have visited St Barnabas 
church. Children have looked for the little 
mice that they made at the beginning of 
the year. Children got to explore the 
church and ask questions to father 
Christopher. 
 
In maths, Year 3 have been finding 
equivalent fractions to 1/2 and 1/3. They 
have been adding and taking away 
fractions with the same denominator 
within 1. In English, they have been 
focusing on recognising and using 
adverbs. Despite their football fixture 
being cancelled, they enjoyed a match 
against Year 4 were they focused on 
getting into a space and passing the ball 
to each other. Well done. At home, 
children should continue practising x3 
and x4 tables to help with fractions. 
Writing diaries should also be handed in 
each Monday.  
 
Year 4 are working hard (and very 
successfully) on written methods for 
multiplication.  They have also been 
exploring the use of images in poetry, 
drafting ideas based on two poems by 
Grace Nichols and putting these ideas 
into some very vivid free verse poems of 
their own.  We will be putting these 
poems into a class book that you will be 
able to see soon.  The class also took a 
trip to St. Barnabas' Church to look 
around and meet Father Christopher 
(they had so many questions!), where 
they were allowed to play the church 
organ and explore where all the St. 
Barnabas' church mice models are 
hidden. 
 
What a great week for Year 5! Tuesday's 
trip to the Story museum was brilliant 
and inspired us all to get writing. (Please 
see the library story writing challenge on 
google classroom.)  
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Wednesday's trip to the Ashmolean 
Museum was great fun! The children 
went on a hunt for different ancient 
Egyptian artefacts around the museum, 
then in the afternoon, Clare Coleman 
from the museum gave us a fantastic 
online talk. We even made our own 
game out of clay, originally played by the 
ancient Egyptians. Thursday's trip to Hill 
End was enjoyed by all and the weather 
stayed kind to us with no rain.  
Friday's Zumba session was great fun 
and was great to see so many children 
all dancing to music at one time!  
Year 5 are also starting to make little 
light holders for the carols by candlelight 
evening on 6th December from 
5:40pm.  If you have any donations of 
red wine, mulled wine, hot chocolate 
powder, fruit juices, bags of popcorn, 
cups for drinks, clear yogurt pots or 
ramekins and Christmas jumpers, we 
would be so grateful. Please deliver 
anything to the Year 5 classroom.  
Thank you so much.  
 
Year 6 have been learning about 
translations in Maths. The children 
started off thinking about how to plot co-
ordinates and how to draw shapes. Then 
they learnt how to translate the shape 
across the four quadrants and plot the 
new co-ordinates.  
Year 6 have also been focusing on 
internet safety, and having made 
posters, they completed their writing on 
the SMART rules to make leaflets.  
Year 6 also enjoyed an excellent visit to 
the Story museum on Tuesday. They 
had fun exploring the different rooms and 
making up their own stories about their 
names.  
 

 

  

 

 

WE NEED PLEASE… 

Donations of… 
 
Clear plastic yogurt pots or similar to make 
candle holders 

 
Mulled wine, mince pies, and Christmas 
jumpers to resell. 
Please bring to the school entrance. 

 
We also need helpers for the Evening of 
Carols please email Anna at st-barnabas-
pta@googlegroups.com  

 
And we need volunteers to make posters 
for the Advent Trail please email Caroline 
on c_m_brooke@yahoo.co.uk  for more 
information. 
 

THANK YOU 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Lost property will be outside school until 
Friday 26th November. After that date 
we donate it to Charity. 
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Extended Schools 

The Activity Clubs have had a fun week.  
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs and please contact the office if 
your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking –  made Lemon & Lime 
Madeleines. 
Seasonal Sport – netball and basketball. 
Football – putting their skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made Tuna Pasta. 
Arts & Crafts – made cards for someone 
special. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – reading their chosen book 
and made their own book characters. 
Spanish –  learning months and seasons. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying board games in 
the hall and playing outside on the 
climbing frame. 
 
Mobile number for After School Club 
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
We are looking at offering breakfast in the 
form of fruit and cereal with a slight 
increase in cost to cover this. Please 
email the office if you would be interested. 
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