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EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
 
Coming soon… 
Wednesday 1st  
Open day for prospective parents 
Christmas Advent Trail starts 
Thursday 2nd  
Choir to sing at University College 5.30-
6.30pm. 
Monday 6th  
Christmas Carols by candlelight 

KS2 playground 
ALL Welcome  
5:40pm gates open. Refreshments on 
sale 
6:00 - 6:20pm everyone to sing 
6:20 - 6:40pm interval for refreshments 
6:40 – 7.00pm sing then all home.  
Children will be the responsibility of their 
parents and carers at all times. 
Tuesday 7th  
Snow White, in school pantomime 
9.15am 
Year 4 Christingle at Christchurch  
afternoon 
Wednesday 8th  
9.15am EYFS Christmas songs to 
parents  
2.40pm Years 1 and 2 Christmas songs 
to parents  
Both in the hall  
Please use KS1 gate. 
Thursday 9th  
Years 4, 5 and 6 to  
Wychwood School  
for their panto afternoon. 
Tuesday 14th  
Christmas Class Parties  
Bishop of Oxford to visit 2.40pm KS2 in 
the hall to meet him. 
 
RESERVE DATE FOR CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS  
Wednesday 15th  
Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th  
BREAK UP  1.30PM (No ASC) 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Please remember to look at our twitter 
account for pictures of activities and 
our new library. 
@BarnabasBuzz 
 
We also now have an Instagram 
account to promote reading and to 
share book news.  
@stbarnabasbookworms 

DEAR FAMILIES 

We have had a very busy week with all 
children in Years 1 to 6 completing 
assessments so we can measure 
progress. These assessments are used 
to add to teacher observations so we 
can build a picture of the individual 
child’s progress. We then use this 
information to put in place the 
appropriate level of challenge and 
support as necessary. 
 
Year 4 played another match against 
Phil and Jim and did very well. We are 
organising more competitions with local 
schools and the children are really 
enjoying the chance to compete. 
 
We have also started to make good use 
the new library and new area outside 
the library (we are calling it the zone) It 
all looks fantastic and we are so grateful 
to Edna Loewenstein for her generous 
financial contribution and to the parents 
who have donated books. We look 
forward to being able to show parents 
soon. In the meantime, there are photos 
on twitter.   
 
We hope everyone has a good 
weekend. 
  
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 
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SAFETY 
Please don’t allow children to climb on 
the snake and tortoise sculptures 
outside school. In the wet they are very 
slippery and children could have a 
nasty accident.  

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 
It’s Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
10th December. Children can wear a 
seasonal jumper to raise money for the 
Save the Children Fund. If you have 
outgrown Christmas jumpers or spare 
adult ones. We would be very grateful 
for them to sell. Please bring them to 
the school entrance. Thank you 

 

OTHER DATES AND TIMES 

 
Extra bank holiday – 8th July 2022 
As you will know, there has been an 
additional Bank Holiday arranged next 
year in recognition of the Queen’s 
Plantinum Jubilee. The official Bank 
Holiday falls within the May half term 
week. As a result, we have been 
instructed by the DfE to allocate an 
additional non-pupil day outside of this 
half term period. We have decided to 
use Friday 8th July 2022 as the extra 
day. Therefore, the school will be closed 
for all students and staff on this date. 
 
INSET DAYS 
Monday 6th June 
 
Fluvax – 15/11/2021 
 

For those of you with Nursery age 
children we are holding a school 
Open Morning on Wednesday 1st 
December.  
Further details on how to book are on 
the school website.  

We have no sports club on Fridays and 
so from now on children can play we will 
keep the gates open.  
ASC children will use the back 
playground on that day. 
 

 

CHALLENGE AND LEARNING 

All week the children have been 
working very hard on their 
assessments. KS2 have also taken part 
in Times Table Rock Stars Competition 
and were placed 366 out of 30,000 
schools. Well done St Barnabas! 
A team from Year 6 represented the 
school at the St Edwards Maths 
Challenge and did very well coming 6th.  
Congratulations to them.  
Children can challenge themselves at 
home by learning extra spellings and 
practising their division facts so they 
are completely fluent.   
 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  
Thank you 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been talking about 
our firework experiences. From that we 
have made firework pictures using 
different media. We have been enjoying 
the new revitalised mud kitchen outside 
and have been practising our self-help 
skills by getting dressed in our coats, 
hats, wellies and gloves. Can you 
encourage your child to practise self-help 
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skills at home such as doing up the zip 
on their own coat?    
 
In Reception we have been learning 
about light and dark and have used the 
story Can't You Sleep Little Bear as a 
stimulus for talking about different types 
of light. In maths we've been learning 
about doubling amounts and practising a 
song to help us remember. The children 
have also been painting their Diwali clay 
pots and have looked at the work of 
Clarice Cliff who used bright colours on 
her pottery. The children have been 
doing very well in their Read Write Inc. 
lessons and remain very focused on 
learning new letter sounds.   
 
Year 1 have been writing top tips to stay 
safe online. In maths we have been 
counting in 5s using a clock and solving 
addition problems to 20. In PE we have 
started playing hockey by holding a stick 
and keeping control of the ball. In history 
we have listened to Mary Anning’s 
biography and will be sticking the events 
of her life on a timeline. 
 
This week Year 2 have worked so hard 
on their reading and maths assessments. 
Well done for all your efforts and hard 
work! In English, children have been 
writing about how to stay safe online. In 
topic, Year 2 have been designing and 
making their own medieval castles using 
recycling materials. Last week we joined 
forces with Year 1 for the Christmas 
singing, and this week children have 
been learning the first two songs. 
Children also enjoyed doing art with Year 
1 and learning about the clothing that 
people wore in Jesus' time. 
 
In science, Year 3 have been learning 
how invertebrate animals support and 
protect themselves.  In topic, they 
enjoyed using the atlases to mark on a 
map where orangutans are in the 
world. They also did an experiment 

where they had to complete multiple 
tasks in the classroom without their usual 
opposable thumbs, to see how easy or 
difficult being an Orangutan would be. 
The children enjoyed taking part in the 
national TT Rock stars competition and 
earned many points for our school.  In 
English, Year 3 have been creating 
leaflets about being smart online.  
 
Year 4 had a terrific trip to the Museum 
of Oxford last week, with the class being 
described by museum staff as focussed 
and engaged.  We were learning about 
several significant people who had made 
major contributions to the life and history 
of Oxford, including William Morris, 
Howard Florey, Alice Liddell, 
Tamesbugus, James Sadler, Sarah 
Cooper, David of Oxford and Olive 
Gibbs, who was the Lord 
Mayor of Oxford who insisted that St. 
Barnabas' School was rebuilt on the site 
it is today (the school opened on the Hart 
Street site in 1977).  We have begun to 
explore imagery in poetry this week and 
will be exploring different types of 
figurative language and the images that 
poets create in a range of styles.  We are 
starting a major focus on multiplying and 
dividing, emphasising the relationship 
between the two.  Please keep practising 
at home. 
 
This week, we also had a successful visit 
to SS Phillip & James School for the next 
in a series of football matches against 
one of their Year 4 classes.  I was very 
impressed by not only the skills but also 
the teamwork on display. (Rumour has it 
they won again!) 
 
The children in Year 5 and other classes 
have done amazingly well in class with 
an annual, national TT Rock stars 
competition.   Very well done for all your 
efforts and speed of recall of your 
tables.   Year 5 children have been 
creating leaflets, based on their English 
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writing from last week, about being smart 
online.  In Music, the children have learnt 
the chords of C and G on the ukulele and 
having been playing songs with those 
chords.   Please remember we are out 
on Tuesday and Wednesday morning 
next week on trips to the Story Museum 
and the Ashmolean Museum, and 
Thursday all day, for forest school, so 
please sign up for these trips on your 
school gateway account if you have not 
already done so and please ensure your 
child is appropriately dressed for forest 
school on Thursday.   
Please can I also put in a plea for any 
clear yogurt pots to come into Year 
5.  Many thanks 
 
Year 6 have started writing their own 
scripts for their plays in Primary 
Playmakers after many weeks of acting 
them out and rehearsing what will 
happen. They have also been learning 
about the SMART rules for Internet 
Safety. The children are making posters 
and producing leaflets about the SMART 
rules. In Science, Year 6 have been 
learning about the double circulatory 
system which we acted out on the 
playground.  
 
 

YEARS 5 AND 6 
A reminder, that Years 5 and 6 are 

visiting the story museum next 
Tuesday morning. Please make sure 
you have signed up for this trip and 

the other year 5 trips on School 
Gateway.  

Many thanks. 

  

 

 

 

WE NEED PLEASE… 

Donations of… 
 
Clear plastic yogurt pots or similar to make 
candle holders 

 
Mulled wine, mince pies, and Christmas 
jumpers to resell. 
Pease bring to the school entrance. 

 
We also need helpers for the Evening of 
Carols please email Anna at st-barnabas-
pta@googlegroups.com  

 
And we need volunteers to make posters 
for the Advent Trail please email Caroline 
on c_m_brooke@yahoo.co.uk  for more 
information. 
 

THANK YOU 
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Extended Schools 

The Activity Clubs have had a fun week.  
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs and please contact the office if 
your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking –  made salad nicoise. 
Seasonal Sport – netball and basketball. 
Football – putting their skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made fajitas. 
Arts & Crafts – made paper mache 
animals. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – reading their chosen book 
and drew magical houses. 
Spanish –  Spanish revision. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying board games in 
the hall and playing outside on the 
climbing frame. 
 
Mobile number for After School Club 
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
We are looking at offering breakfast in the 
form of fruit and cereal with a slight 
increase in cost to cover this. Please 
email the office if you would be interested. 
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