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DEAR FAMILIES

OXFORD HALF MARATHON
THE CHILDREN’S MILE

A good week with the PTA meeting,
thank you Anna and Caroline, Primary
Playmakers and Year 6 and some of
Year 5 visiting the theatre.

Don’t forget to sign up for the children’s
race at the Oxford half-marathon and
represent St Barnabas.
https://raceroster.com/events/2021/370
13/oxford-half-2021

We were also very pleased to welcome
Jenny from St Barnabas
Church who led three back to back
assemblies with pairs of classes about
celebrating our world and the food it
provides for harvest.
Next week we will be collecting nonperishable items for the St Barnabas
Church Foodbank. Packets and tins can
be brought to the foyer at school any
day next week and we will deliver the
items on Friday. Thank you.
We are looking forward to seeing many
of you over the next two weeks as you
come for parent consultations. If you
have yet to sign up for a meeting or a
telephone call, please do. Thank you.
Thank you.
Best wishes for a good weekend.
Karen Donaghey
Headteacher

FOOTBALL FOR YEARS
3 AND 4
On Monday 11th October, all Year 3
children will have the opportunity to take
part in a football tournament with a local
Year 3 class during their PE session.
On Monday 18th October, it will be Year
4's turn, with all children taking part in a
tournament with Phil and Jim's Year 4
class. These tournaments are a
fantastic opportunity to put their learnt
football skills into practise and gain
experience in a friendly competition. We
are so pleased Phil and Jim accepted
our invitation.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS

Parent consultations by telephone
and by meeting are over the next two
weeks. Please use the following
entrances.
 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
use the door in the Early Years
Garden
 Years 3-5 use the outside
classroom doors
 Year 6 use the outside door at
the end of the KS2 corridor.
Thank you.

DATES
TERM DATES
Half-term 25th-29th October
Term ends 17th December 1.30pm
Spring Term starts 4th January
Half term 21st-25th February
Spring term ends 8th April 1.30pm
Summer Term starts 25th April
Half term 30th May – 3rd June
Summer Term starts 7th June
Summer term ends 20th July 1.30pm
INSET DAYS
Friday 22nd October
Monday 1st November
Monday 6th June
Thursday 21st July
https://st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2021/10/Copy-ofConfirmed-Calendar-OxfordshireTerm-Dates-2021-22.pdf
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KIPLING THE DOG
Kipling, Mrs Donaghey’s dog has begun
his regular visits. Please let us know if
you do not want your child to meet him
or if they have an allergy to dogs.

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI
FREE SCHOOL
Please help us protect our children with
severe allergies by not sending these
items to school. This includes many
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut
butter.
Thank you

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES
In Nursery we have been talking about
our favourite stories, observing and
exploring Autumnal changes. We made
leaf crowns and we made paintings by
rolling conkers it was good fun, why not
try it at home! You just need to collect a
few conkers and put a sheet of paper in
a box. Dip the conkers in pots of paint
and drop on top of the paper. Then roll
the conkers by rocking the box. For
pictures and more detailed instructions
see this
blog: https://www.learningandexploringt
hroughplay.com/2014/09/conkermarble-painting.html
In Reception we have been finding out
about our favourite books. The children
brought in books from home to share
and talk about. We recorded our ideas
about why we liked them in our
workbooks. In maths we've been
learning about mathematical terms like
'a few'. Whilst everyone knew what 'lots
of' meant when making groupings, most
children found the concept of having
just a few of something confusing. We
also looked at the terms we use for size

and ordered objects by size. The
children used the IPad to take
photographs of their work. As the
season is changing and becoming more
autumnal we also looked at items from
nature and learnt how to make leaf
rubbings.
Year 1 have been looking at part-whole
models in mathematics. In writing we
have been smelling different food items
and thinking of words to describe them.
This is so we can write about what the
three bears had for breakfast. For
science and history we have made
fossil ammonites and t-rex skulls and
read a story about Mary Anning. At
home, please could the children count
forwards and backwards to 100 in 10s.
Year 2 have been learning how to
subtract multiples of 10 from any 2d
digit using a number square. In Art,
children have been learning about Paul
Klee and they have been creating their
own Klee Castles. They have learned
how to use rulers to draw straight lines
and imitating Klee's paintings, they
broke up their castles drawings into
shapes and they painted them using oil
pastels. In RWInc children have been
learning some new sounds: ire, oi, u-e,
ur. Children have also been editing the
riddles that they wrote last week, and
have been writing their final versions
that have been sent to the Poetry Bus
Competition. In science, children have
been learning how to represent the
different stages of the human life cycle
in a timeline.
Year 3 have been learning about the
climate and the water cycle in the
Rainforest. In maths, we have continued
learning the column subtraction method
and completed some more challenging
word problems. We have been writing
about our senses and focusing on
adding adverbs into our writing. In
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science, we have been learning about
the different bones in the human body.
Year 4 explored how string telephones
work, putting their knowledge of
vibrations and sound waves into
action. They have also been learning
how to use column subtraction with the
next step being exploring how addition
and subtraction are the opposite
operations but fit together as number
families. The class has been practising
their map reading skills with an
orienteering game as well as developing
their passing skills in netball. Year 4
have been building a display of different
types of words such as adverbs, similes
and adjectives.
Year 5 had a visit from the Story
Museum. They listened to stories
brilliantly, wrote lyrics to songs and
learnt about Amal. You can find out
more here:
https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/amal
Year 5 used descriptive language to
write about how Howard Carter found
Tutankhamun. They have edited their
work brilliantly and are in the process of
writing it up, using google docs, adding
pictures and labels too. The children
have shown impressive progress in their
Big Maths challenges.
Year 6 have been learning about
refugees this week. The Story museum
visited St. Barnabas on Tuesday to
explain about a project called "The
Walk" which is about a 3.5m puppet
called Amal who is walking from Syria to
Manchester. Through games, drama
music and poetry, Year 6 thought about
refugees and explored the words
migration and welcome. They then
wrote their own poetry linked to these
activities, which will be used to write a
welcome song. Amal will arrive in
Oxford on Tuesday 26th October. More
details about the celebrations for the

day will be sent in due course but to
learn more about the project follow the
link below.
https://www.walkwithamal.org/
Every day please encourage children
to keep reading, practising spellings
and times table and division facts
and keep counting.

Extended Schools
All the Activity Clubs have had a good
week.
New mobile number for After School
Club 07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm.
Bookings will open soon for after school
clubs for next half term.
KS2 Cooking – made delicious fish
pasta
Seasonal Sport – hockey.
Football – are putting their skills into
action.
KS1 Cooking – made cookies
Arts & Crafts –Autumn painting
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed
by all.
Book Club – wrote a book review and
collected their next book, chosen by the
group.
Spanish – learnt fruits.
If your child is attending a cooking club,
if possible please send them in with a
small container so they can take home
some of their cooking to share with you.
Morning Club and the main After
School Club have been enjoying
construction activities in the hall and
playing outside on the climbing frame.

