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DEAR FAMILIES
A really good last week. Year 5 had a
wonderful trip to the British Museum in
London. Huge thanks to all the adults
involved and well done to all our
children who were fantastic. It’s always
so good to get calls and emails praising
St Barnabas children. This time they
were described as being a credit to our
school.
The new library is taking shape and we
will start putting the books in over half
term. It will be wonderful to have such a
special space and such a good quality
range of books to stimulate thought and
discussion. Thank you to the very
generous donations from lots of
families.
When we come back after half term we
will still need to keep the windows and
doors open so please send your child in
lots of layers, thank you.
Best wishes for a good half term break.
Karen Donaghey
Headteacher
FOOTBALL
Well played St Barnabas and Phil and
Jim Year 4 classes who enjoyed a
football tournament this week.
The final score was
2-1 to Phil and Jim.
With the score at 1 match all we look
forward to the next round.
Future matches are also planned
against St Aloysius.

COMMUNICATION
Important reminder: Please do not
message the school Via School
Gateway as this in box is not
monitored. If you need to message, the
school (including advising if your child
is absent) Please e mail us on
office.3832@st-barnanas.oxon.sch.uk
Please remember to look at our
twitter account for pictures of
activities.
@BarnabasBuzz
We also now have an Instagram
account to promote reading and to
share book news.
@stbarnabasbookworms

EVENTS
For those of you with Nursery age
children we are holding a school
Open Morning on Wednesday 1st
December.
Further details on how to book is on
the school website.
LEARNING
Half term is a good time to practise
spellings, handwriting and times tables.
Lots of details are on the school website
in the learning section.

DATES AND TIMES
INSET DAYS
Monday 1st November
Monday 6th June
Photos - Colour studio portraits all
pupils and siblings 2/11/2021
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GATES- The main pedestrian gate
opens for school at 8.30am and is
locked at 8.55am.
In the afternoons the gate is opened for
children to go home and then opened
again by the council for community use
at 4.00pm each week day and open all
day at weekends.
Following parent feedback, we are
reviewing our gate systems. More
details to follow after half term.

CHALLENGE
Well done to the two teams from Year 6
who took part in the maths challenge at
Spires Academy. The children
completed 2 hours of challenging maths
working in two teams of 4. Lots of hard
work and fun. Next one is at St
Edwards.
WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI
FREE SCHOOL
Please help us protect our children with
severe allergies by not sending these
items to school. This includes many
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut
butter.
Thank you

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES
In Early Years we have focused on the
story Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper
and used it as stimulus to find out about
real pumpkins as well as learning about
sharing and cooperation which are
themes in the story. We cut open a
pumpkin and made observational
drawings and plans for different lantern
faces. The children also collected leaves
and used autumnal colours to make leaf

printing pictures. In maths we focused
on counting forwards and backwards
and used games on the interactive
whiteboard to explore adding and
subtracting amounts.
Year 1 have been independently writing
about Rupert at the beach. We have
also been recapping all of our learning
on fossils, plants and counting in 10s,
2s, and 1s. In P.E. they have been
playing invasion games and for forest
school we went to Hill End with Year 3!
Year 2 have been learning about Motte
and Bailey castles, the first real castles
built in England. In maths, Year 2 has
been revising topics we've done so far:
comparing numbers and writing fact
families. In English, children have been
learning about adjectives and verbs.
Children had a go at fishing and
classifying some verbs and nouns from
a magic pound. In science, Y2 has been
learning about the basic things that
humans and animals need to survive
and how they get them.
Year 3 have been expanding sentences
to make them more interesting. This
week they have revised maths topics
covered this term. In science, they learnt
about the different types of muscles in
the body and how they work in pairs.
They had a fantastic trip to Hill End,
exploring the outdoors and building dens
with Year 1. Well done on a super half
term.
Year 4 finished 'The Iron Man' and
compared the book and the film in lots of
interesting ways. They have learned
about area and perimeter in Maths. The
class has also made a very colourful
book featuring countries across the
world that mean something to members
of the class, including lots of
geographical facts as well as exciting
designs.
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Extended Schools
On Tuesday, the children in Year 5,
enjoyed a wonderful day out at the
British Museum. They should be
commended for their wonderful
behaviour and enthusiasm for the whole
day. It has been so lovely to hear so
many positive comments about the trip
and about how great the children
were. Year 5 were then inspired to start
to write their own imaginative stories
about a night in the museum! In maths,
children challenged themselves with
their Big Maths sheets and we recapped
areas that individuals were finding
tricky. Please look out for letters
coming soon about more exciting trips,
for after half term!
Year 6 have been using what they have
learnt in Primary Playmakers so far to
start writing their own first scene of their
play. The overall idea for their play is
coming together and the children have
some really interesting thoughts. In
Science, Year 6 have been learning
about absorption, osmosis and diffusion.
They have been watching
and measuring a jelly snake each hour
when left in water for the whole day to
learn about absorption; watching what
happens to a selection of coloured
skittles when you add water to them and
adding ink spots to gelatine to learn
about diffusion and learning about a
semi-permeable membrane in an egg
experiment to think about osmosis.

All the Activity Clubs have had a fun
week.
Mobile number for After School Club
07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm.
Bookings are now open for next half
term.
KS2 Cooking – made banana &
chocolate muffins.
Seasonal Sport – hockey. Next half
term is Netball / Basketball.
Football –putting their skills into action.
KS1 Cooking – made delicious
gingerbread
Arts & Crafts – Church mice pictures
for St Barnabas Church.
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed
by all.
Book Club – continued with their
current choice Ghost Squad and made
ghost catchers.
Spanish – not this week.
Morning Club and the main After
School Club have been enjoying board
games in the hall and playing outside on
the climbing frame.
We are looking at offering breakfast in
the form of fruit and cereal with a slight
increase in cost to cover this. Please
email the office if you would be
interested.

