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DEAR FAMILIES 

Lots of lovely things have happened this 
week. Years 1 and 2 had their first visit to 
Hill End for Forest School. Lots of happy 
children enjoyed den building, collecting 
treasures and seemingly most popular 
getting very, very muddy! They had a 
wonderful time and many thanks to all the 
adults: staff and volunteers who spent the 
day with them. 
 
Another highlight of the week was seeing 
years 3 and 4’s entry for the Oxford 
Museum Competition. The children have 
made a beautiful boxed set of hand drawn 
postcards featuring many of the wonderful 
places we have to visit here in Oxford. We 
wish them every success with their entry.  
 
We have almost completed the purchase of 
our list of Top 100 Books for St Barnabas. It 
is a wonderfully interesting and inclusive list 
and includes a book by one of our parent 
authors. The children will soon be able to 
record online which ones they have read 
with the aim that they will have read them all 
by the time they leave St Barnabas. A copy 
is now available on the school website and 
is attached to this mailing.  
 
It’s only week 4 but lots going on. Thank 
you to the class reps for meeting with me 
this week. We discussed how to keep the 
community feel going while we are still 
being cautious over Covid and meeting the 
safeguarding rules for school sites. For 
Parent Consultations this term parents will 
be able to choose either a face to face 
meeting or as happened last year a 
telephone call. Forms will go out next week 
and please sign up to hear how your child 
has settled in to their new year group.  
 
Thank you. 
Best wishes for a good weekend. 
 
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

ARRANGEMENTS 
 

GATES 
To keep the school community safe, we 
open the gates just before the children 
come in and close them as soon as 
school starts in the morning and then 
again as soon as they have left in the 
afternoon. We are sorry that this means 
it can be difficult for parents to catch 
teachers. Please do speak to teachers 
on the gate in the afternoon or 
telephone or email for an appointment. 
In the afternoons the agreement with 
the council is the field is designated for 
school use until 4pm and is for 
community use after that. This means 
we are able to run our sports clubs 
safely and meet the safeguarding 
requirements. We understand that some 
people are missing the opportunity to 
chat on the field but we must keep the 
children safe. We are trying to find new 
ways to share information with you. We 
hope, that soon the Covid cases will 
drop and we can resume our normal 
open classroom visits and schedule of 
events and assemblies. Until then we 
will remain cautious. We are adding 
more information to the newsletter each 
week and are using the website to 
share information. Please visit the 
learning pages for information on 
subjects and for ways to help your child.  

THANK YOU 
 

OXFORD HALF MARATHON THE 
CHILDREN’S MILE 

Don’t forget to sign up for the children’s 
race at the Oxford half-marathon and 

represent St Barnabas. 
https://raceroster.com/events/2021/370

13/oxford-half-2021 
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MEDICAL 

The school Health team are scheduled 
to come and administer the flu vaccine 
on 15 November. 
More details to follow. 

 

DATES 

Next week the menu will be slightly 
different. Fish and Chip day will be 

on Thursday not Friday for next week 
only. Always the most popular item 
on the menu for children and staff! 

 
TERM DATES 
Half-term 25th-29th October  
Term ends 17th December 1.30pm 
Spring Term starts 4th January   
Half term 21st-25th February 
Spring term ends 8th April 1.30pm 
Summer Term starts 25th April  
Half term 30th May – 3rd June   
Summer Term starts 7th June    
Summer term ends 20th July 1.30pm 
 
INSET DAYS  
Friday 22nd October 
Monday 1st November 
Monday 6th June 
Thursday 21st July 
 
https://st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Copy-of-
Confirmed-Calendar-Oxfordshire-
Term-Dates-2021-22.pdf  
 

 

PTA 

PTA MEETING – next Wednesday, 6th 
October meet outside by the mound at 

3.15pm. Children can play.  

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  

Thank you 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we, along with Reception 
have been following a child led interest 
this week, which was learning about 
letters and the post. We have read 
stories about writing letters and 
receiving post such as Dear Zoo and 
Postman Pat. We have made cards and 
with the help of a stamped addressed 
envelope from home we have sent 
ourselves the card in the post! It was 
very exciting to walk to the post-box 
outside our gate and to post our very 
own letters! We talked about the speed 
of the post depending on the number on 
the stamp. We wondered who's would 
arrive first? Has your child ever sent a 
picture in the post to a family member or 
a friend? Why not post something 
together this weekend?   
In Reception this week we've been 
reading stories like The Jolly Postman 
and Dear Zoo and have been learning 
how letters are delivered to our home. 
We have been remembering story 
events in sequence and made picture 
story maps to go with the story of The 
Jolly Postman. The children have all 
made cards which they posted in the 
post box outside school. Hopefully, in 
the next few days the cards will follow 
the journey we've learnt about and be 
delivered to their doors! Thank you to all 
the parents for the self-addressed 
envelopes! In maths we've been 
practicing counting small amounts and 
making sure everyone knows what 
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terms like lots of, more and less mean. 
We've also begun to talk about how we 
are all unique and special. This is a 
theme which we will continue to talk 
about and celebrate. Next week we're 
going to share favourite stories and 
hope the children will bring in a book 
from home to share. 
 
Year 1 have gone to Hill End on their 
first forest school trip of the year. They 
have been writing about Rupert the 
Bear and an adventure with his glider. 
In mathematics we have been ordering 
objects and numbers from smallest to 
greatest as well as learning the 
BigMaths chants for number bonds to 
10. We have also been practising p, h 
and k in handwriting. In art we have 
been drawing dinosaurs using a step-
by-step guide. To help at home, please 
can they continue to read every day and 
practise the following letters covered so 
far: c, o, g, a, d, q, l, t, b, p, k, h. 
 
Year 2 have had a fantastic week 
spending a full day at Hill End outdoors 
education centre with year 1.  Children 
have been talking about autumn and 
what happens during this season. 
Children have been learning how to 
write riddles and sense poems about 
autumn and they had a go at writing 
their own poems. In maths, this week, 
they have been learning how to add 10 
to a 2d number. In science, children 
have been learning and comparing the 
different stages of the human life cycle. 
 
Year 3 have been subtracting two-digit 
numbers from 100 and recognising 
fractions. In English, we have been 
playing various literacy games to 
develop our vocab for our Rainforest 
writing on senses. 
This week we enjoyed creating a 
postcard series for the opening of the 
Museum of Oxford, with year 4. We 
researched facts on Oxford buildings 

and used different sketching 
techniques. We learnt the months of the 
year in French and how to say when our 
birthday is.  
At home, Year 3 could practise column 
addition method with carrying over; 
learn numbers 1-20 in French and 
practise Year 3 spellings. 
 
Year 4 have been learning that addition 
and subtraction are opposites and have 
been starting to find out that you can 
use one to check the other using 
number families.  The highlight of Year 
4's week has been a project with Year 3 
to produce a series of postcards of 
Oxford buildings for a competition to 
celebrate the reopening of the Museum 
of Oxford.  Each child produced a 
postcard with a drawing on one side 
and the reasons they chose that 
building on the other, as well as 
producing a presentation box for the 
postcard series.   
 
Year 5 have been learning about the 
Egyptians. They have made a full size 
copy of Tutankhamun in his 
sarcophagus and have learnt to write 
using hieroglyphs. The wrote their own 
version of the story of the Egyptian 
Cinderella and worked on their reports. 
They have also tried some Egyptian 
dancing using their limbs to make right 
angles for the dance moves.  In maths 
they have been learning to measure 
angles using a protractor. In art they 
have made and are painting beautiful 
model scarab beetles. 
 
In Year 6, the children have been 
learning to multiply 4-digit numbers by 
2-digit numbers and how to use this 
knowledge to answer reasoning and 
problem-solving questions. In English, 
Year 6 have been learning about 
compound and complex sentences, 
including revising coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. They have 
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used our class book, "Secrets of a Sun 
King" to develop their retrieval and 
inference skills. In D&T, the children 
have been sewing Church mice. They 
have learnt how to use blanket stitch as 
well as how to make a French knot.  
Every day please encourage children 
to keep reading, practising spellings 

and times table and division facts 
and keep counting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended Schools 

Important information:  We have a 
new mobile contact telephone number 
for After School Club:  07599 930486. 
This number is manned between 3pm 
and 5.30 pm and  is for parents and 
carers who may need to contact After 
School Club if their children are in After 
School Club at the time only.  
For any other enquiries concerning After 
School Club, please contact the office.  
 
 
All the Activity Clubs have had a good 
week.  
 
There are places still available in some 
of the clubs and please contact the 
office if your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking – made cheese and 
onion pin wheels.  
Seasonal Sport – hockey. 
Football – have started putting their 
skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made cookies 
Arts & Crafts –have created seasonal 
wheels. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed 
by all. 
Book Club –painted Pride Flags to go 
with the book they have chosen. 
Spanish – they are learning colours. 
 
If your child is attending a cooking club, 
if possible please send them in with a 
small container so they can take home 
some of their cooking to share with you. 
 
Morning Club and the main After 
School Club have been enjoying 
construction activities in the hall and 
playing outside on the climbing frame. 
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