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FOOTBALL  
 

Well played St Barnabas and Phil and 
Jim who enjoyed a football tournament 

this week. The final score was   
2-0 to St Barnabas 

On Monday 18th October, it will be Year 
4's turn, with all children taking part in a 
tournament with Phil and Jim's Year 4 
class. We hope to have more 
tournaments over the next few weeks 
with a chance for years 5 and 6 to play 
too.  

 

COMMUNICATION 

Important reminder: Please do not 
message the school via School 

Gateway as this inbox is not monitored. 
If you need to message, the school 
(including advising if your child is 

absent) please email us on 
office.3832@st-barnanas.oxon.sch.uk    

 
Please remember to look at our 
twitter account for pictures of 

learning activities. 
@BarnabasBuzz 

 
We also now have an Instagram 

account to promote reading and to 
share book news.  

@stbarnabasbookworms 
 

 

EVENTS  

 We can’t wait to be able to do 
more events at school and the 
PTA is keen too. To start this 
process, we are planning a 
Christmas celebration with carol 
singing outside. More details to 
follow. 

 For those of you with Nursery age 
children we are holding a school 
Open Morning on Wednesday 
1st December.  

Further details on how to book will be 
on the school website.  

 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

Parent consultations by telephone and 
by meeting finishing next week. Please 
use the following entrances. 

 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
use the door in the Early Years 
Garden 

 Years 3-5 use the outside 
classroom doors 

DEAR FAMILIES 

 

Lots of external monitoring this and next 
week. We were checked this week for 
safeguarding and site security by the 
Local Authority and were assessed as 
doing well. We also had a check on our 
health and safety procedures including 
our Covid action plan and next week our 
School Improvement Partner will visit 
the school to discuss the priorities with 
me and Jackie our Chair of Governors. 
The governors will be sending an 
overview soon but the main focus at St 
Barnabas is raising attainment, 
improving our outdoor and indoor space 
and improving attendance and 
communication. The governors are 
working hard on all these areas and are 
starting to spend more time in school.  
Thank you for all the food items. We will 
continue collecting non-perishable items 
for the St Barnabas Church Foodbank 
until Friday. Thank you. 
Parent consultations continue next 
week. If you have yet to sign up for a 
meeting or a telephone call, please do. 
Thank you. 
Finally, it’s getting chilly, so please send 
your child in lots of layers, thank you. 
Best wishes for a good weekend. 
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 
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 Year 6 use the outside door at 
the end of the KS2 corridor. 

Thank you. 

 

DATES AND TIMES 

INSET DAYS 
Friday 22nd October 
Monday 1st November 
Monday 6th June 
 

Photos - Colour studio portraits all 
pupils and siblings 2/11/2021 
  

Fluvax – 15/11/2021 
 

GATES- The main pedestrian gate 
opens for school at 8.30am and is 
locked at 8.55am. 
 

In the afternoons the gate is opened for 
children to go home and then again by 
the council for community use at 
4.00pm each week day and open all 
day at weekends.  
 

Following parent feedback we are 
reviewing our systems. More details 
after half term. 

 

LEARNING 

In recent years we have introduced 
Read Write Inc. for phonics and spelling 
and Big Maths. We also use Maths 
Watch for more able mathematicians in 
Years 5 and 6. This is designed for 
children at secondary school but we 
believe the children benefit from the 
extra challenge.  All schemes are 
designed to promote progress in 
learning and to improve academic 
results. The children are working hard 
in all classes after the challenge of 
home learning during lock down and 
are making good progress. Homework 
is to consolidate and practise. All 

children, from Y1-Y6, have spellings 
and tables/maths facts to learn/practise 
and are expected to read everyday. 
There is lots of information on our 
school website that explains the 
curriculum.  We have high expectations 
of all children with challenge built in. 
Older children may be working on the 
Year 7 curriculum if they are ready and 
we have visiting teachers and 
volunteers who take groups to extend 
and support children as necessary. We 
are grateful for your support with 
homework and practise- it really does 
make a difference. For example, all 
children are expected to know all their 
tables before they leave Year 4. We 
teach them in school but the practise is 
done at home and makes the 
difference. However, we know that this 
can be a challenge at home. From 
after half term, on Wednesdays 
children who attend After School 
Club will have the option to do some 
home learning in school. To sign up 
for this please book ASC as usual 
and choose the homework club 
option. If money is a concern please 
talk to the office in confidence. 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut 
butter.  

Thank you 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Early Years children enjoyed 
wearing costumes from home and 
school. They shared with each other 
who they were and what sort of a 
character they were. Everyone seemed 
to be kind and friendly, even the pirates! 
The children used the story of Zog and 
the Flying Doctors as a stimulus for 
further work on story characters and 
recorded ideas in their books. In maths 
we focused on counting aloud and 
counting amounts with accuracy. We've 
also been learning chants from the Big 
Maths scheme. The children explored a 
variety of craft materials to make 
crowns and made collage winter 
pictures for the card making fund raiser. 
 
Year 1 have been fossil hunting and 
found t-rex skulls, ammonites and 
footprints! We have been writing about 
Rupert’s autumn adventure and singing 
a song about Tatty Bogle the 
scarecrow. In handwriting we have been 
practising the letters n, r, u and y and in 
reading the children have been working 
with their partner and independently. 
  
Year 2 have been learning about 3D 
shapes. Children have been looking at 
the properties of 3D shapes, and they 
have learned how to compare and 
describe them. Children have also been 
counting on 2s and 10s from any given 
2d number. In RWInc children have 
been learning some new sounds from 
set 3: ear, aw, er, oa. Children have 
also been learning about nouns, and 
they had fun doing a noun scavenger 
hunt around the school. In RE, children 
have been thinking about what people 
do and say to show they love God. 
 
Year 3 have been counting in lots of 
different ways and revising topics we 
have done so far this term. In English, 
we have written stories about a Tiger 

appearing in our dreams, based on our 
class book. We have focussed on 
adding a range of words to make our 
writing interesting, and the editing 
process. In science, we designed and 
tested the best structure to protect a 
delicate object. We made predictions 
and carried out a fair test. In topic, we 
started learning about the differences 
between ourselves and those living in 
tribes and settlements in the rainforest. 
This week we learnt 'heads, shoulders, 
knees and toes' in French. Please keep 
practising timetables, spellings and 
column method for subtraction and 
addition.   
 
Year 4 Members of the class have 
performed poems that they have been 
practising including an excellent group 
who performed in the Year 3 and 4 
assembly.  Several of them performed 
poems they had written 
themselves.  The class finished the 
book of 'The Iron Man' by Ted Hughes 
and also watched the film 'The Iron 
Giant' and have begun to compare the 
two (they are very different).  We have 
had a major focus on atlas and map 
skills this term and used atlases to find 
the answers to some very hard 
questions this week.  We have 
completed our focus on subtraction by 
looking at how it is the inverse or 
opposite of addition. 
 
Year 5 have been thinking of ideas for a 
story about a night in a museum.  We 
have had some very interesting ideas 
and we look forward to reading the 
stories!  In maths, the children have 
been practising their division skills.  In 
science we have been learning about 
different types of satellites.  Our 
displays are looking wonderful with 
Tutankhamun on the wall!  Please see 
photo on twitter.  Yoga continues to be 
a favourite, on Friday afternoons.  
 

mailto:office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk


ST BARNABAS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER  
Friday 15th October 2021 

office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

 

Year 6 have been learning about the 
radius, diameter and circumference of a 
circle. The children have already learnt 
how to draw circles using a compass. In 
Primary Playmakers Year 6 have 
started to write their own plays about 
"coming together". The children have 
some excellent ideas. Additionally, Year 
6 have enjoyed reading Secrets of a 
Sun King, our class book, and have 
started researching facts about 
Tutankhamun. They are going to use 
these facts to write a biography about 
Tutankhamun.  
 
 
Every day please encourage children 
to keep reading, practising spellings 

and times table and division facts 
and keep counting. 

 

 

Extended Schools 

All the Activity Clubs have had a good 
week.  
 
New mobile number for After School 
Club 07599 930486 3 pm – 5.30 pm. 
 
Bookings are now open for next half 
term. 
 
KS2 Cooking – made healthy chicken 
nuggets & sweet potato chips.  
Seasonal Sport – hockey. Next half 
term is Netball / Basketball. 
Football – have started putting their 
skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made delicious quiche. 
Arts & Crafts – made abstract art. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed 
by all. 
Book Club – reading Ghost Squad and 
made a firefly tree. 
Spanish – are making Dia de los 
Muertos skull cookies.  
 

Morning Club and the main After 
School Club have been enjoying 
construction activities in the hall and 
playing outside on the climbing frame. 
 
We are looking at offering breakfast in 
the form of fruit and cereal. Please 
email the office if you would be 
interested.  
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