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DEAR FAMILIES

Term is in full swing now with lots going
on. Children are enjoying playtimes and
we have increased the number of
activities available. We see children
drawing, playing cricket, football,
basketball and table tennis and lots
making use of the climbing frame and
trim trail. We are lucky to have so much
space and we are continuing to develop
it.
Jill Bentley has left the school after
many years of support and we wish her
well and are grateful for her
commitment to the school. We are
delighted to welcome Miss Cullen to her
new role as School Librarian. She will
work in the new library due to be
finished by half term but already she is
developing the use of St Barnabas Top
100 books and encouraging children to
extend their use of the library and love
of reading. Already we have a very long
list of book requests!
The Class reps will meet outside next
Tuesday morning at 8.45am by the Trim
Trail please feedback any questions or
comments or if you would like to
become a class rep come and join us.
We need reps for Reception and Year
2. Thank you.
Best wishes for a good weekend.
Karen Donaghey
Headteacher
ARRANGEMENTS
GATES
We have had some children arriving
very early (before 8am) and we are
worried they are unsupervised on the
field. The gates open just
before school starts at
8.40am and are locked at 8.55am.
This is to keep the children safe.

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI
FREE SCHOOL
Please help us protect our children with
severe allergies by not sending these
items to school. This includes many
cereal bars, Nutella, tahini and peanut
butter.
Thank you
HUNGRY CHILDREN
We have noticed several children are
coming to school without breakfast. We
do have emergency food in school but
they prefer their own. Please send
children to school with healthy snacks
for playtime.
Please also note that because of
problems with supply the menu may
change at short notice. The kitchen
always try to find a suitable alternative.
THANK YOU AND WE NEED…
Thank you for the shirts- they are much
appreciated as we have some very
messy art projects coming up!
 Bulbs to plant in our garden
 Winter annuals
Thank you
CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAYS
Please do not send sweets or cakes to
school for children’s birthdays. We are a
healthy school and we have children
with significant food allergies. If you
would like to celebrate your child’s
birthday at school, please consider
buying a book for the class or new
library or a plant/bulbs for the school
grounds. The children really enjoy
planting things with their friends and
then watching them grow.
When sending invitations to parties
please give them out outside school
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unless you are inviting the whole class.
Thank you.

PTA
PTA MEETING – COMING SOON

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES
In Nursery we have been reading
Goldilocks and The Three Bears and
The Three Little Pigs. We have been
making houses using 2D shapes and
we have been naming the shapes too.
We have also been learning the
Goldilocks song, if you would like to
have a go at home here is the
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
WkPzKCu2v4c
In Reception Class, linked to our
discussions around families, we have
focused on the traditional stories of
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears and The 3
Little Pigs. Through the stories we have
explored language used in stories, the
idea of story characters and repetitive
phrases. We have looked at the
language to describe opposites and in
maths we have looked at 2D shape and
made comparisons on size which linked
to aspects of the stories. In art the
children created collage house pictures
with paper shapes and we've been
practising the song of Goldilocks and
the 3 Bears too.
Year 1 have been making and
comparing amounts. They have also
been counting to 100 in 10s and 1s. In

phonics we have been reading the next
five stories and adding more red tricky
words to the wall. We have used our
handwriting practise of the first three
down letters in our writing. This has
been about Rupert and his adventure
with a runaway horse! In Science we
have been smelling the flowers in the
courtyard and collecting vocabulary to
describe plants.
Year 2 children have been learning
about the life cycle of different animals
and how to represent this living process
using a diagram. They learnt about
human, sheep and frog life cycles, and
have been comparing them. In maths,
children have been learning about
reflection, they had a go at reflecting
rectangles shapes. Children have also
been using number lines to add
numbers up to 20. In topic, children
have been learning the different parts of
knight's armour.
Year 3 have been learning to draw and
recognise right angles within shapes,
whilst continuing to practise addition
using the column method. Year 3 have
been using speech marks in their
writing. In science, they have been
learning about healthy nutritious diets
for humans. In topic, they’ve been
applying their knowledge on the
Rainforest by making their own layers of
the Rainforest using junk modelling. In
RE, they learnt about the story or
Abraham and Sarah and how they
followed God.
Year 4 are learning how to add
numbers of increasing size in
columns. The class have been
exploring how an author sets up tension
in a chapter and using to role play to
explore character
motivations. Additionally, they have
been practising how to start sentences
using adverbs or adverbial phrases. In
Science, they continue to find out how
we hear things. In RE lessons, Year 4
are learning about pilgrimages. They
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have found out about a pilgrimage for
four different religions, and are
producing posters to display what
they've learnt. Soon they will be
designing a pilgrimage to Oxford. In
Music lessons, they have been listening
to a range of music from classical to
jazz to funk, and drawing or writing a
response to it. They've been learning
how to read and write rhythmic notation,
practising singing in parts, and training
their musical memory with some rhythm
games.
Children in Year 5 have been busy
creating Tutankhamun's sarcophagus
for a display and have started making
their own scarab beetles. In maths,
they have been developing their
understanding of multiplying multi-digit
numbers together and have been trying
to beat their score in their Big Maths
challenges. The children have also
been learning about the moon phases
and why the moon appears to us as
different shapes.
Year 6 children have started Primary
Playmakers. They began with some
drama games and then explored how to
use their bodies to make objects. The
final task was to act out going into the
bathroom and using three objects such
as the toilet, sink and shower. The toilet
humour caused lots of laughter and was
a very popular choice! It seems that we
have some very talented actors in Year
6. In maths, the children have been
revising their knowledge of column
subtraction and in English we have
been completing our newspaper reports
on the Suez Canal.
Every day please encourage children
to keep reading, practising spellings
and times table and division facts
and keep counting.

Extended Schools
All the new Activity Clubs are going
well.
There are places still available in some
of the clubs and please contact the
office if your child is interested.
KS2 Cooking – have made chicken
wraps.
Seasonal Sport – started this term with
hockey.
Football – have started putting their
skills into action.
KS1 Cooking – made and iced cupcakes.
Arts & Crafts – have created some
modern art paintings.
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed
by all.
Book Club – have been reading their
first choice book and enjoyed acting
their own scene.
Spanish – have been learning colours.
If your child is attending a cooking club,
if possible please send them in with a
small container so they can take home
some of their cooking to share with you.
Morning Club and the main After
School Club have been enjoying
games in the hall and playing outside
and making the most of the sunshine.

