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DEAR FAMILIES 

It has been lovely to see everyone 
settling back into school life and the 
normal routines. In assemblies I’ve 
been asking for feedback from the 
children about how it’s going.  Overall 
the new menu for school lunches is 
proving popular and the children are 
enjoying the new after school clubs. A 
few comments about the toilets but that 
was more to do with people needing to 
remember to use them properly!  
Topics have started well and children 
are quick to share their newly learnt 
knowledge. Please encourage them to 
keep practising their weekly spellings 
and their times tables.  
The new library is beginning to take 
shape and we are updating our Top 100 
St Barnabas Book List to make it more 
inclusive and diverse. 
Details of the first parent meeting will 
follow soon but in the meantime please 
email if you have any concerns or 
questions or visit our school website for 
more information. 
 
Best wishes  
 
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 

 

ARRANGEMENTS 
 

While COVID cases are still high we are 
continuing to be vigilant. Please do not 
cut through school after dropping off 
and please continue to wear a mask in 
busy areas such as the gates if it’s 
busy. 
Please email as soon as you can if you 
need to pass a message or see the 
class teacher.  
 

 

 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI 
FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these 
items to school. This includes many 
cereal bars, Nutella and peanut butter.  

Thank you 

 

SCHOOL GOVERNOR VACANCY 

We are now looking for a new parent 
governor. If you are interested in 
standing please look out for the 
forthcoming mailing.  

 

WE NEED… 

 Clean men’s shirts for painting 

 Bulbs to plant in our garden 
 
Thank you 

 

BIKES AND SCOOTERS 

If your child is attending After School 
Club or an after school activity club 
please remember to park scooters and 
bikes at the front of school in the 
morning to help at collection time. 

 

PTA 

We are fortunate to have a very active 
PTA who raise money for the school. 
Please look out for the next meeting 
date. 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been talking about 
our families and who we live with. We 
have been chatting about familiar and 
significant people and pets. Has your 
child been sharing with you what they 
have been doing in Nursery? Who they 
play with and their favourite 
activities?  Please ask them. 
 
Reception have been sorting objects in 
different ways and making up criteria for 
different groups. We started with simple 
groupings and then chose one of those 
groups to look at more closely and sort 
again. The children were able to take a 
general group of vehicles and sub-
divide this into 5 more specific groups. 
In addition, the children have focused 
on the stories of Elmer the Elephant and 
made a large temporary colour picture 
as well as their own collage creations. 
The class are continuing to learn the 
names of their class mates and settle 
into the routine of school. It would be 
useful if everyone could bring their 
water bottle and book bag every day 
please. Next week we'll be focusing on 
our families so do email or send a family 
picture into school! 
 
This week Year 1 have been counting 
forwards and backwards to 10. They 
have been using our FANTASTICs to 
write simple sentences and have been 
reading a story a day. In Science we 
discussed what we know about plants 
and watched a short video to discover 
some cool facts that we didn’t know. 
This helped us to come up with some 
investigation questions.   
 
In Maths, Year 2 has been learning how 
to partition a 2 digit number.  Children 
have been working so hard in RWInc 
doing their daily sounds and using their 
phonics to write a leaflet about a park or 
how to look after a pet. In RE, children 
have been learning the parable of the 
Lost Son and talked about the hidden 

meaning of this story: love and 
forgiveness. In topic, they have been 
learning about heraldry, and the 
children have been designing and 
creating their own shields following the 
heraldic code. In PHSE, children have 
been reflecting and discussing how 
being part of Year 2 comes with a 
responsibility and how they can be 
responsible at school and home. 
 
In Year 3, the children have been 
learning to add three and two digit 
numbers together. They have been 
enjoying more challenging problem 
solving. In English, Yr 3 have focused 
on developing their dictionary skills by 
looking up new words from the class 
book, and sorting them into nouns, 
verbs, adverbs and adjectives. In topic, 
they have been learning about the 
layers of the rainforest: their names, 
how to recognise them from photos. At 
home they should continue practising x3 
and x4 tables.  
 
Year 4 are continuing their journey into 
sound, learning about sound waves and 
listening to new instruments like the 
mbira and steel pan, seeing how they 
work.  The class has been counting in 
different ways and this is something that 
should also be practised in home, 
especially using multiples (numbers in a 
times table).  We have dug deep into 
Chapter 2 of the Iron Man, holding 
public meetings about what should be 
done with representations from farmers, 
the mayor, protectors of wild things, the 
police and other local groups.  We are 
also using a variety of different maps 
using our atlases, especially of the UK. 
  
In maths, Year 5 have been practising 
rounding numbers including decimal 
numbers and have been working out 
and continuing number sequences.  In 
English, the children have been looking 
at joins in handwriting, learning about 
spelling patterns and finding out about 
features of newspaper reports, in 
preparation for our work on creating our 

mailto:office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk


ST BARNABAS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 
office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

own newspaper reports on Book 
Creator.  The children have also been 
busy learning more about planets.  We 
have enjoyed hearing their super space 
facts!  
 
In maths, Year 6 have been revising 
addition with decimals and developing 
reasoning and problem solving skills. In 
English, the children have continued 
reading Secrets of a Sun King whilst 
developing vocabulary, comprehension 
skills and learning about different types 
of sentences. The children have also 
been finding out about features of a 
newspaper report in preparation for 
writing their own newspaper article 
about the Evergreen boat blockage on 
the Suez Canal. In geography, the 
children have been drawing maps of 
Egypt and learning about the 
importance of the Suez Canal and the 
impact on the trade routes that the 
recent boat blockage caused.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended Schools 

All the new Activity Clubs are going 
well.  
 
There are places still available in some 
of the clubs and please contact the 
office if your child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking – have made delicious 
Bolognese sauce 
Seasonal Sport – started this term with 
hockey. 
Football – have started putting their 
skills into action. 
KS1 Cooking – made and iced cup-
cakes. 
Arts & Crafts – have painted their clay 
monsters. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed 
by all. 
Book Club – they have started reading 
their first choice and enjoyed a related 
activity. 
Spanish – Have been learning 
numbers. 
 
If your child is attending a cooking club, 
if possible please send them in with a 
small container so they can take home 
some of their cooking to share with you. 
 
Morning Club and the main After 
School Club have been enjoying 
games in the hall and playing outside 
and making the most of the sunshine. 
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