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WELCOME 

Welcome back and we hope everyone had 
a good summer break. Thank you for all the 
wonderful messages, cards and gifts we 
received at the end of term they were 
much appreciated. 
We would also like to say a huge thank you 
to Edna Loewenstein for her incredibly 
generous donation to the school. The 
money will help us develop the outside 
space, equip the new library and will help 
us support some of our more vulnerable 
children. We are very grateful for her 
kindness. 
Welcome to all our new families. We hope 
your children will be very happy and do 
well at St Barnabas. It is lovely to see all the 
children back in school and getting on with 
their learning. We really hope that this will 
be a normal year and that we can follow 
our normal curriculum.  
Please email if you have any concerns or 
questions or visit our school website. 
Best wishes 
 
Karen Donaghey 
Headteacher 

 

ARRANGEMENTS 
 

While cases are still high we are continuing 
to be vigilant and will keep to separate 
gates and the current dropping and 
collecting arrangements. Years 4, 5 and 6 
are dropped and collected at the gates. 
Years 1, 2 and 3 parents bring their children 
into the playground before they go in 
independently. Please continue to wear a 
mask in busy areas. 
Please email as soon as you can if you need 
to pass a message to the class teacher 
about the end of the day collection.  
 

 

 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND 
KIWI FREE SCHOOL 

Please help us protect our children with 
severe allergies by not sending these items 
to school. This includes many cereal bars, 
Nutella and peanut butter.  

Thank you 

 

SCHOOL GOVERNOR 
VACANCY 

Keith Spiller has finished his term as a 
school governor. We are now looking for a 
new parent governor. If you are interested 
in standing please look out for the 
forthcoming mailing.  

 

WE NEED… 

 Clean men’s shirts for painting 

 Bulbs to plant in our garden 
Thank you for the vouchers for books and 
the amazon vouchers. We are going to buy 
some equipment for our new cooking 
room.  

 

COMMUNICATION 

Thank you for the feedback about 
communication. We are trying to simplify 
our communication and to keep it 
consistent between classes.  
Each term teachers send out a class letter 
and curriculum overview. The timetable is 
sent in September. In addition, we have a 
weekly newsletter to keep everyone up to 
date with what is going on. On twitter we 
post photos of learning and activities in 
school.                                                       

Cont… 
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The link is on the school website home 
page where you can find copies of class 
letters and overviews. 
The school website includes information 
about learning, the governors, classes and 
our school policies. 
In addition, the governors and the PTA will 
send regular newsletters.    
Communication is usually via School 
Gateway, please make sure you have 
registered. 

 

CLASS REPS 

Class reps are an important part of St 
Barnabas School life. They help to improve 
communication and co-ordinate help for 
individual classes.  
 

We currently need a new rep for Year 2 and 
a Rep for the Reception Class. If you are 
interested in finding out more, please 
speak to the class teacher.  

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSES 

In Nursery we have been settling into 
Nursery and making new friends. We have 
been learning new routines and exploring 
the Foundation Stage Unit. We have made 
the most of the wonderful sunshine this 
week by playing outside lots. We are 
making a display all about 'Our Nursery 
Class' so we have been drawing self-
portraits and chatting about out drawings.  
 

This week in the Reception class we have 
welcomed both old and new faces into the 
Reception class. The children have been 
rekindling friendships from their nursery 
experience as well as making new friends. 
The children are becoming familiar with the 
daily routine and exploring the activities 
and resources on offer both inside and out. 
The children have stayed for lunch and are 
beginning to get used to the routine. In 
Literacy we've focused on familiar and 

popular stories as well as those related to 
starting school and in Maths we've used 
practical props to enhance well known 
counting rhymes. We've been learning the 
Show Me Five actions so we can get ready 
for learning each Group Time. They are 
good listening, good looking, good 
sitting, lips closed, and concentrating with 
our brains. We've talked about what each 
action means so the children know why 
they are important. 
 
In Year 1, the children have been learning 
to count to 100 and make and represent 
numbers to 10.  They have also been 
finding the doubles within 10 and number 
bonds to 10. In English, they have been 
helping Fred the frog with his phonics and 
reading five stories with a partner. They 
have then practised writing the letters a, c 
and o and making a sentence with the 
tricky words I or the. In history, we have 
been singing a song about the continents in 
preparation for talking about how the 
dinosaurs roamed the globe. We have 
watched a puppet show of 'The Valley of 
the Bones.' 
 

Year 2 have been learning about castles 
and all the features that can be found in 
traditional castles that were used to protect 
people from inside: battlements, arrow 
loops, moats... In maths, they have been 
counting 2s and 10 and comparing and 
ordering numbers. They've also met Jigsaw 
Jo and thought about things that they 
might be worried about when meeting new 
children or being in a new class, and how 
they can cope with these worries.  
 

In Year 3, the children have been learning 
to read, write and partition 2 and 3 digit 
numbers. They have also been practising 
their addition skills. In English, they have 
been reading the class book 'Running Wild' 
and have focused on gathering rich 
vocabulary from the text to help with 
future writing, and studied the character of 
Will. In RE, we have been learning about 
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Rosh Hashanah this week. In topic, they 
used globes and atlases to find out the 
location of the rainforests in the world and 
started doing research on some of the 
largest rainforests.  
 
Year 4 have been writing from the point of 
view of seagulls watching the Iron Man as 
we first see him, trying to describe the 
scene as much as possible.  They have 
worked on the value of digits in a number 
in Maths and have begun to explore how 
sounds are made in Science using musical 
instruments.     
 
In Year 5, the children have been learning 
to read, write and order numbers to at 
least 1,000,000.  They have also been 
practising their addition and subtracting 
skills. In English, Yr 5 have been learning 
about Tutankhamun and have started to 
write a report on how Howard Carter 
discovered his tomb in 1922.  In science, we 
have been learning about planets - ordering 
them and finding out facts about them, 
such as how many moons each planet in 
our solar system has and how far each 
planet is from our sun.  
 

In Maths this week, Year 6 have been 
revising place value including numbers 
with different decimal places. We have 
also been finding the difference 
between negative numbers and positive 
numbers. In Shape, we have been using 
compasses to draw circles.  
In English, we have started reading our 
new class book, Secrets of a Sun King by 
Emma Carroll. Whilst having some great 
class discussions about the book, we 
have also been developing our 
prediction and inference skills.   
In Geography, we have been using 
atlases to locate Egypt as well as 
drawing and labelling maps of the area.  

 

 

Extended Schools 

All the new Activity Clubs started this week 
talking about what would be happening in 
the various clubs.   
 
There are places still available in some of 
the clubs please contact the office if your 
child is interested. 
 
KS2 Cooking – have made and tasted sweet 
and savoury pancakes. 
Seasonal Sport – started this term with 
hockey. 
Football – have started putting their skills 
into action. 
KS1 Cooking – learnt knife skills and made 
fruit kebabs. 
Arts & Crafts – have been making clay 
monsters. 
Fun Games – fun games were enjoyed by 
all. 
Book Club – made bookmarks and had a 
vote on their first book. 
Spanish – starting today. 
 
If your child is attending a cooking club, if 
possible please send them in with a small 
container so they can take home some of 
their cooking to share with you. 
 
Morning Club and the main After School 
Club have been enjoying games in the hall 
and playing outside. 
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