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Monday 26th April,   

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome to Year 3 and the summer term. We hope you all had a lovely Easter 

holiday. The children had a great end to the spring term and despite only being 

in school for a few weeks, settled in well and learnt lots. Despite any ongoing 

restrictions, we have a fun term ahead of us, with lots of great things happening 

across the school and in our class.  

 

This letter will provide you with some information about the coming term and to 

give you some reminders about procedures and expectations, particularly 

relating to absence, P.E. and Homework. Please also find attached a curriculum 

map which provides information about the planned learning for this half term 

and in each subject area. These documents can also be accessed via the school 

website. 

 

General routines: 

 Year 3 children should be dropped off by one parent at 8:50am and 

picked up from the Year 3 classroom door at 3:05pm each day. The 

classroom door opens onto the main KS2 playground.  

 Please arrive and depart via the car park gate. Please be vigilant in the 

car park as there may be the odd staff car at that time. 

 The register is taken at 9am. 

 The outside classroom door closes at 8:55 so if you are late for any 

reason, please ensure that you come into school with your child via the 

main entrance and report to the office where you can sign your child in as 

late and order a school lunch if appropriate. Your child will then be 

directed to class. 

 A reminder that if your child is being collected by someone other than 

you on any given day (for example by another relative or family friend or 

if they are going to a friend’s house etc.,) or if they are going to a club in 

school, please let their class teacher know.  

 If you are going to be delayed by more than 5-10 minutes, please 

telephone the school office to let us know so that we can make 

arrangements for your child to be supervised until your arrival.  
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 Communication  

 We welcome you to contact us with any queries or concerns through 

email.  Please do feel free to talk to us this way.  We may not be able to 

answer immediately, but will get back to you.  For anything urgent or for 

something that needs to be shared immediately, you can either email the 

office, speak to Mrs Donaghey on the gate, who will pass on the message 

or send your child in with a note.   You can also make an appointment with 

us at a mutually convenient time, by calling or emailing the office.     

 School office email: office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

 School office number:  01865 557178 

 

Absence  

 Please let the office know in advance if your child has a medical or similar 

appointment and will need to be taken out of school or to arrive late.  

 If your child is ill, please ring or email the office as soon as possible on 

each day of absence.    

 

Keeping Safe  

 The children will be kept in their class bubbles. Within their class 

bubbles the children do not have to socially distance from each 

other.  The adults will socially distance. Our weekly whole school assembly 

will be online.  We will have one class assembly for the children, with Mrs 

Donaghey, each week either outside, or in the hall.   

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to allow the children time 

outside in their class bubbles. Please make sure your child has a named 

water bottle –fresh each day and a fruit snack (NO NUTS OR SEEDS 

please)   

 Everyone will wash their hands frequently including: on arrival, before and 

after- eating, playtimes, using the toilet and then again before going 

home.  Classes will have labelled allocated toilets.  

 There will be extra cleaning of classrooms, touch points, chrome books, 

tables and toilets.   

  

Equipment and clothing  

 

 Children will have their own school equipment in a labelled pencil case 

provided by school. (Please do not send in pencil cases from home)  
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 PE lessons are on Mondays and Tuesdays but children should come to 

school in clothes that are suitable for PE every day. We will be using our 

outdoor spaces as much as possible, so suitable clothing is needed every 

day. The guidance means keeping windows and doors open as much as 

possible for ventilation so warm clothes are essential.  Please tie long hair 

back.    

  

Homework: This term, the focus is on spelling and times tables. Homework will 

continue to have a learning/practice focus.  

 

Spelling: Each Monday, I will send home a list of five spellings that we will be 

looking at during the week in school. Please help your child to practise them 

regularly. I will then test the children on the previous week’s 

spellings on a Monday before new ones are set. 

 

Maths: We will be focusing our learning homework on multiplication tables this 

term. Three times per week in school we will be starting our maths lessons with 

a ‘Beat the Clock’ tables grid. To help the children increase the fluency of their 

multiplication tables, I will be asking the children to make sure they learn a 

particular table (e.g. “This week, I would like you to make sure you know your 4x 

table”) The children should learn it by heart and should be able to answer 

questions quickly and in any order. Please help your child to practise this. 

Children should also complete the weekly Timestable Rockstar challenge I set. 

(www. ttrockstars.com). Their usernames and passwords are in the inside cover 

of their reading diaries. In addition to last term’s weekly maths homework, 

children should complete a challenge question on the maths topic covered that 

week, on Google Classroom. E.g. for the week we focus on Column subtraction, 

children should log onto google classroom and complete the deeper challenge 

question under the step they are on. The purpose is to consolidate learning 

previously done in class, so I will not be checking each individual child’s answers. 

 

Reading: Each child should read at home every day for at least 30 minutes.  

 

Symptoms:  The most important thing is no one comes to school if they have 

symptoms of the virus: a high temperature or a cough or a loss of taste or 

smell.  Anyone with those symptoms should arrange for a test.  If anyone in 

school shows any of these symptoms they will need to go home immediately and 
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have a test. If your child has had a test, please email the office the negative 

results before returning to school.  

To arrange a test visit https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

  

Library: We will continue to visit the library this year and all books returned 

from homes will be quarantined for the required time and cleaned before being 

put out on the shelves. Year 3’s library day is on a Tuesday afternoon.   

 

Water bottles: Please could every child bring a named water bottle to school so 

they can have regular drinks during the day. These bottles need to be taken 

home every night for a wash. 

 

As ever, please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions, 

concerns or thoughts to share.  

 

We very much look forward to working with you and your child this term.  

 

Thanks in advance for all your support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachel Keys (Class Teacher) and Eniko Canea (Teaching Assistant)  
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