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DEAR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 
 

Lots of interesting things happening this week. 
 
Early Years children have been painting the characters from 
the Nativity and have been practising their songs. They have 
listened to the Christmas Story and made Christmas 
decorations. In maths they have been learning to count on.  
 

In Year 1 we have been performing and dancing the story of 
the Nutcracker. We are learning the movements to create 
sequences and develop our language and communication. 
We are discussing how we used our bodies to tell the story 
and likewise, how we move to the music and how the music 
tells the story also. In art, we have made moveable type and 
printed our names in order to link our experience to our 
learning of who William Caxton was. We are going to write 
about the stages we needed to go through in order to do 
this. 
 
In Year 2 we have been writing letters to Santa, making salt 
dough Christmas Robins and in maths we have been sharing 
festive treats in half and quarters! 
 
In Year 3 we have been busy finishing off projects. This week 
we completed our research and display on famous scientists, 
Charles Darwin and Thomas Edison. We also rounded off our 
fantastic Rainforest layer boxes. In maths, we have been 
focusing on multiples and factors and specifically finding 
which number Mully is hiding behind. In English we have all 
enjoyed a game called ‘Word Master’ were Miss Keys reads 
out a definition from the dictionary and children have to call 
out the correct word. It’s a great vocab builder and a fun way 
to win house points. It always gets very competitive!  
 
Year 4 have been learning how and when to use paragraphs 
in their writing, especially focussing on writing dialogue.  In 
Maths they have been practising the 'bus stop' method for 
division and have learned the grid method for 
multiplication.   
 
In maths this week, year 5 have been finding the perimeter 
of compound shapes and have been defining and measuring 
acute, obtuse and reflex angles, using degrees.  In English the 
children have been editing their work, ensuring they are 
using appropriate punctuation, a range on conjunctions and 
sentence starters and lots of ambitious vocabulary.  The 
children have been finishing their Mayan masks and they are 
looking fabulous! 
 
Best wishes. 
Karen Donaghey (see twitter @BarnabasBuzz for pictures)  
 
TERM ENDS Friday 18th December 1.30pm (No After school 
Club)  
School Reopens for the new term on Monday 4 January  

Our motto:  Be kind, learn as much as you can  

and encourage other people 

 

Nest week 

 
 

 

COVID-19 please make sure you wear a mask 
when collecting and dropping off or when 

visiting the school site. 
We continue to follow government/public health 

guidelines which are updated regularly. Please look 
out for updates via School Gateway.  

Thank you for your co-operation. Remember:  

 Stay home if unwell and isolate 

 Wear a face covering if over age 11 

 Wash hands regularly 

 AND PLEASE SOCIALLY DISTANCE 2M 

PTA NEWS 

Look out for the Advent Trail    
School Calendar and Christmas Prize Draw donations 

to the office please. Thank you- 
 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI FREE SCHOOL. Please check cereal 
bars and snacks and do not send products such as Nutella to 

school.  This includes pine nuts, humus and tahini. 
 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING  
 

 We are practising for 3 performances: FSU 
Christmas songs, KS1 The Nutcracker and KS2 
Christmas songs. We plan to film or record 
the performances so we can share with 
families via the website. 

 Wizard of Oz performance is on Monday 
7th December  

 Christmas Jumper Day Friday 11th December 
in aid of Save the Children. Please donate 
online. 

  Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 
16th December  

 Father Christmas will do a walk past and a 
zoom chat with classes. The PTA are kindly 
funding the presents.  

Report from Hill End: Year 6 have enjoyed three 
amazing days at Hill End this week. On Monday, the 
children built dens in the morning and completed 
orienteering activities in the afternoon. They were all 
very good at using maps. On Tuesday, we used the 
climbing wall. We learnt how to put on and take off 
our climbing harnesses and how to belay for the 
climber. Everyone had a go and I was really impressed 
at how confident the children were and slightly 
worried about how high they were climbing! On 
Tuesday afternoon, we completed some problem 
solving activities before toasting marshmallows and 
drinking hot chocolate. On Wednesday, we went for a 
walk through Bean wood before returning for 
Domino's pizza. We spent the afternoon relaxing and 
playing in the stream. A good time was had by all.  
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