
 

 

ST BARNABAS NEWS          11th DECEMBER 2020 

 
ST BARNABAS C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL           
office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  
@barnabasbuzz 
 

 

DEAR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

The last newsletter of the term and of 2020. It's been a year unlike 
any other and full of challenges.  Our last newsletter celebrates not 
only how good everyone has been at following the Covid-19 
protocols but also the positives from this term.  
 

For me the highlights were seeing the staff and children back in 
school happy playing and learning. Also, Big Maths and Jigsaw 
started in all classes, the new entrance was finished, (warmer and 
safer) John taught hockey to all year groups even Reception and 
Forest School happened in three classes. We also have new 
governors and a new PTA and we finally got the bins moved by 
school! 
 

Early Years highlights include all the stories, authors and illustrators 
they've learnt about and used in their topic. Also being active and 
outside working with John the sports coach or joining in Forest 
School or in the garden for play. Art and craft has also been very 
popular and particularly working with clay. 
 

This term Year 1 have really enjoyed being together again and the 
singing, art and music have really made our learning time 
enjoyable. Also, being outdoors in the Year 1 outdoor space and in 
the playground for Forest School has been great fun!  
 

Best things from Year 2 everyone passed the phonics screener! 
Learning about a variety of famous people and writing biographies 
and letters.  
 

Highlights form Year 3- hockey in PE; baking biscuits; decorating the 
classroom as the Rainforest and making their own Rainforest 
layers; Reading the class book ‘The Explorer’ and getting to act it 
out; Christmas crafts for the fair, and fun literacy games like ‘Word 

Master’ where I read a definition and they have to guess the word.  
 

Year 4 highlights: they learned how to multiply two and three digit 
numbers using a variety of methods.  The class has also finished 
reading 'The Iron Man' by Ted Hughes and begun planning and 
writing adventure stories inspired by the book.  The class has also 
finished reading 'The Iron Man' by Ted Hughes we also took part in 
a virtual Christingle service organised by Christchurch Cathedral. 
  

Best things from Year 5:  yoga, trip to the Pitt Rivers, pantomime, 
progress that the children are making, humour of class, 

atmosphere in class, big maths obviously 😉 chatting to Marino 
virtually, about space, being able to sing again and learning the 
keyboard. 
 

Best things from Year 6 writing plays in Primary Playmakers, going 

to Hill End and writing graphic novels on books creator. 
 

Best wishes for a good end of term and a happy, healthy and 
peaceful break.                         
 Karen Donaghey (Headteacher) 

(see twitter @BarnabasBuzz for pictures)  
TERM ENDS THURSDAY 17th December 3.00pm 

 
 

 
 

Our motto:  Be kind, learn as much as you can  

and encourage other people 

 

Nest week 

 

 
 

COVID-19: please email 
head.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

if your child tests positive before 
Christmas Eve. 

 

PTA NEWS 

Look out for the Advent Trail    

School Calendar and Christmas Prize Draw- 
 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI FREE SCHOOL. Please 
check cereal bars and snacks and do not send 

products such as Nutella to school.  This includes pine 
nuts, humus and tahini. 

 
 

Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 
16th December and a visit from Father 
Christmas. 
 

WEEKLY UPDATE 
 

This week the FSU have been singing Christmas 
and seasonal songs. They've been busy making 
cards and decorating the 4 Christmas trees 
Forest School was a muddy affair but everyone 
had fun! 
 

Year 1 have been reflecting on everything they 
have learned in Science and History by 
comparing pairs of famous people to see how 
their lives were similar and different.  
 

Year 2 have been busy painting their salt dough 
Robins, stamping Christmas cards and writing 
and publishing their own Stickman book. 
 

Year 3 have been baking ginger bread biscuits, 
dividing with remainders and painting Christmas 
baubles. In RE we have been discussing all the 
different names God is given in the bible and 
linking them with different parts of the Trinity.  
 

Year 4.  In our Jigsaw lesson, we made a paper 
chain with links that said how special we are in 
lots of different ways 
 

Year 5 have been very busy and having fun 
making lots of Christmas crafts.  The children 
have made their own bar chart in maths and we 
have also learnt about Hannukah.  
  

Year 6 have been reflecting on our time at Hill 
End last week and we have made a thank you 
book for the course leaders. The children have 
been adding photographs, scratch animations 
and pictures We have also been decorating our 
photo frames for the Christmas arts and crafts. 
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