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 DEAR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 

 

A really busy week all round. 
 

The FSU they have been reading lots of stories by Julia 
Donaldson and focusing on rhyming words. They've been 
practising seasonal and Christmas songs ready for the 
concert they hope to record this term. In addition, the 
children have continued to learn about counting and the 
Reception class have been working on halving amounts 
and making the link between doubling and halving. In the 
Jigsaw lessons the FSU have been thinking about how 
wonderful it is to be unique and different and how to 
share kindness with each other.  
 

Year 1 have been making salt dough blocks to use for 
printing in art and made clay animals in Forest School. 
With Mrs Garrod the children have learnt about the Jewish 
Festival of Sukkot. They found out that Jewish people build 
a sukkah in their garden and live in it to remind them of 
when their ancestors lived in sukkahs in the desert when 
they left Egypt. They remember that God was with them. 
 
 

Year 2 have had a busy, but fun week. They have been 
learning about advent across the world & had a great 
zoom session with Father Christopher to find out more. 
They have been writing biographies about famous people 
and in art they have created our own version of Picasso’s 
work based on different famous people.  
 
 

Year 3 have been doubling numbers with crossing 10 in 
word problems and completing word problems.  They 
wrote stories set in school with cliff hangers, leaving the 
readers in suspense. Our SPaG focus was to include 
apostrophes for possession in our stories. In R.E. they 
continued our learning about the Trinity. The highlight of 
the week was moulding and painting clay Rainforest 
animals, as they explored different animal habitats. 
 

Year 4 have been investigating electrical conductors and 
insulators as they learnt about electrical safety.  The class 
have worked hard on division and have been beginning to 
understand how paragraphs work and why they use them 
in writing. 
 

In Year five, they have been finding multiples, factors and 
square roots.  They have also been learning how to 
punctuate speech appropriately and have been editing and 
improving our writing. Their Mayan masks are coming 
along.  Their classroom is looking festive but if you have 
any spare decorations at home, please do ask your child to 
bring them in for us to brighten up the school.  
 

Year 6 have been preparing for their Hill End trip. In 
Primary Playmakers, they have been acting out scene 1 of 
our own scripts and now we are writing them. Everyone is 

also very excited about Secret Santa.  
Best wishes. 
Karen Donaghey (see twitter @BarnabasBuzz for pictures)  

 
TERM ENDS Friday 18th December 1.30pm  

Our motto:  Be kind, learn as much as you can  

and encourage other people 

 

Nest week 
 

 
 

COVID-19 please make sure you wear a mask 
when collecting and dropping off or when 

visiting the school site. 
We continue to follow government/public health 

guidelines which are updated regularly. Please look 
out for updates via School Gateway.  

Thank you for your co-operation. Remember:  

 Stay home if unwell and isolate 

 Wear a face covering if over age 11 

 Wash hands regularly 

 AND PLEASE SOCIALLY DISTANCE 2M 
 

PTA NEWS 

Look out for the Advent trail and  

Christmas Prize Draw donations to the 

office please. Thank you- 
 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI FREE SCHOOL. Please check cereal 
bars and snacks and do not send products such as Nutella to 

school.  This includes pine nuts, humus and tahini. 
 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING  
 Radio Oxford will be playing a 

previous recording of St 

Barnabas School children singing on 

Wednesday the 2nd December on 

both our Breakfast and Afternoon 

shows. 
 
 We are practising for 3 performances: FSU 

Christmas songs, KS1 The Nutcracker and KS2 
Christmas songs. We plan to film the 
performances so we can share with families 
via the website 

 St Johns College have kindly donated two 
Christmas Trees to our school for the children 
to enjoy. 

 Wizard of Oz performance is on Monday 
7th December and Christmas Lunch on 
Wednesday 16th December  

 Look out for Year 5 lanterns displayed in 
windows.  

 Father Christmas will do a walk past and a 
zoom chat with classes. The PTA are kindly 
funding the presents.  

Morning Club –now we have a door bell please use 

the front door in the mornings. Thank you 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 
Please note there will be a third option 

on Tuesdays (Cheese and cucumber roll) and 
Thursdays (Ham and tomato roll)  
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