
 

 

 

 

 

 

          2nd September 2020 

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
Welcome to Year 2 and the new school year! This term, our topic is Castles. Through this topic the 

children will experience learning in literacy, science, computing, history, geography, music, art and 

design and technology. In this letter you will find lots of information about school and what is 

happening this term.  

 

Drop-off/Pick up & Registers 

The children will arrive and depart via the pedestrian gate, which opens onto the main KS1 

playground. There is a sign marking it clearly. I will open the gate at 8:45am every morning and take 

the register promptly by 8:55am. 

 

Communication 

● We welcome you to contact us with any queries or concerns through email.  Please do feel free 

to talk to us this way.  We may not be able to answer immediately, but will get back to you. 

For anything urgent or for something that needs to be shared immediately, you can either call 

the office, speak to Mrs Donaghey on the gate, who will pass on the message or speak to me on 

the gate when you drop off or collect your child.   You can also make an appointment with us at 

a mutually convenient time, by calling or emailing the office.   

● School office email: office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk  

● School office number:  01865 557178 

 

Absence 

● Please let the office know in advance if your child has a medical or similar appointment and will 

need to be taken out of school or to arrive late. If your child is ill, please ring or email the 

office as soon as possible on each day of absence.   

 

Keeping Safe 

● The children will be kept in their class bubbles. Within their class bubbles the children do not 

have to socially distance from each other.  The adults will socially distance. Our weekly 

assemblies will be either outside or in the hall on a Monday and Tuesday with Year 1, but 

socially distanced. These will be taken by Mrs Donaghey. 

● Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to allow the children time outside in their class 

bubbles. Please make sure your child has a named water bottle. They will be given fresh each 

day or they can choose to bring in their own snack, but please could it be a fruit snack (NO 

NUTS OR SEEDS thank you). 

● Everyone will wash their hands frequently including: on arrival, before and after- eating, 

playtimes, using the toilet and then again before going home.  Classes will have labelled 

allocated toilets. We also have hand gel which we are dispensing regularly as well. 

● There will be extra cleaning of classrooms, touch points, tables and toilets.  
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Equipment and clothing 

 

● Children will have their own school equipment in a labelled pencil case provided by school. 

(Please do not send in pencil cases from home). They also have their own tray with their own 

materials in. 

 

● PE lessons are on Tuesdays and Wednesday, but children should come to school in clothes that 

are suitable for PE every day. We will be using our outdoor spaces as much as possible, so 

layers of warm clothes are needed every day and can be left on the back of their chairs if the 

children get too warm.  The guidance means keeping windows and doors open as much as 

possible for ventilation, so warm clothes are essential.  Please tie long hair back.   

 
Curriculum meeting:  

Due to COVID restrictions we will not be having a Curriculum meeting this year, however, I will send 

out information when necessary through parent mail or Lindsay (Sam’s mum) our Year 2 class rep. We 

will communicate to parents via email or telephone, if you would like to meet with me please make an 

appointment via the office. 
 
Maths We are really excited to be introducing Big Maths this term. A teaching approach that makes 

progress in maths easy and fun. ... BIG Maths is a rigorous, systematic and structured approach that 

provides children with a fun and lively experience as they learn through jingles, songs, games and 

the BIG Maths characters. We will spend this term on basic maths skills such as counting forwards 

and backwards, doubling and learning our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. 
 
Writing/Spelling 

We will continue to work on our reading, writing, handwriting and phonics skills during our Read, Write 

Inc. lessons each day. This term we’ll focus on composing our own sentences including capital letters, 

finger spaces and full stops/question marks/exclamation marks and adding in description. We will look 

at a selection of fiction, non-fiction and poetry books through RWInc and our topic. I have sent home 

the common exception words for you to help your child with at their own pace. The aim is that by the 

end of Year 2 they need to be able to read and write all the words from the Year 1 & 2 common 

exception list. In the next few weeks I will send out spellings each week which relate to our RWInc 

spelling programme. 
 
Reading 

I will aim to hear the children read as soon as possible and then weekly. The children will get 3 books 

to take home every Monday which they can choose themselves with guidance from me or Mrs Salman. 

They will keep those books for the week and then we will change them the following Monday. I will 

also check Reading diaries every Monday. Please ensure that you sign to say that your child has read 

every day, as it really does help develop confidence, accuracy and fluency. In their diaries there is 

also a list of reading comment examples. 
 
Homework: We ask that children spend about 10-15 minutes a day reading or sharing books with you 

at home every day. As previously mentioned whenever you read with your child please record it in 

their yellow reading diary. It is really important that your child reads every day at home to encourage 

fluency and accuracy as well as develop their comprehension by discussing the book. Please also 

continue to help your child to learn to read and write the Year 1 & 2 Common exception words, know 

the alphabet and learn their spelling for RWInc. We will review these regularly. Continuing on from 

last year we will be setting learning homework via the Google Classroom in the next couple of weeks. 
 



Forest School will continue this year every Friday at school. It will be led by Miss Thompson and Mrs 

Donaghey. Please ensure that your child has appropriate and warm clothing and footwear 

(waterproofs). Let us know if you are interested in helping, it is always much appreciated.  
 
Staffing 

I will teach the children every day along with Ayesha Salman (apart from Fridays). During my 

non-contact time (Friday afternoons) the children are taught by Mrs Thompson and Mrs Donaghey. 
 
 
Water bottles 

Please could every child bring a named water bottle to school so they can have regular drinks during 

the day. Ideally these bottles need to be taken home every night for a wash! I will remind the 

children. 
 
Symptoms 

As per Mrs Donaghey’s email, the most important thing is no one comes to school if they have 

symptoms of the virus: a high temperature or a cough or a loss of taste or smell.  Anyone with those 

symptoms should arrange for a test.  If anyone in school shows any of these symptoms they will need 

to go home immediately and have a test.  

To arrange a test visit https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

Thank you in advance for all your support.  

We are really looking forward to working with your child and having lots of exciting and inspiring 

experiences together.   

 
 
Finally, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to come in and see me or ask me to give 

you a phone call if you have any questions. I am happy to help!  
 
Mrs Helen Green 
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