
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

      

                    11th September 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Miss Marie Thompson, Mrs Tania Garrod, Mrs Sandy Herrington and I would like to welcome you all to Year 1 and 

the exciting year ahead. In this letter I outline all the current information you need about school. Also, attached 

are two documents for those of you who would like to read about our ‘learning tree’ and how I am ensuring the 

curriculum and transition from Year R (Reception) to Year 1 is as child-led and enriching as possible. 

 

Drop-off/Pick-up 

• As per the current arrangements, the children will arrive and depart via the pedestrian gate, which opens 

onto Jericho Street. There is a sign marking it clearly. I will continue to open the gate at 08:50 and will 

close it at 08:55 to take the register promptly at 09.00. 

 

Communication 

• Mrs Donaghey: 

We welcome you to contact us with any queries or concerns through email. Please do feel free to 

talk to us this way. We may not be able to answer immediately, but will get back to you. For anything 

urgent or for something that needs to be shared immediately, you can either email the office, speak to 

Mrs Donaghey on the gate, who will pass on the message or send your child in with a note. You can also 

make an appointment with me at a mutually convenient time, by calling or emailing the office. 

o School office email: office.3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk 

o School office number: 01865 557 178 

 

• Mr Heather: 

If I ring in order to share good news the number will appear as a private number and my call will 

be before 18.00, Monday-Friday. I am happy to share my email address with you  

fhea3832@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk and encourage everybody to keep in touch regularly during these 

testing times, and especially at the start of the year. 

 

• Mrs Garrod: 

I'm really excited about teaching Year 1 on Tuesdays!  It was lovely to meet the children this 

week and start to get to know them.  Some of the children know me already from before I went on 

maternity leave last year, but I know for lots of them I am another new face.  Please do contact me 

on tgar4098@st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk if you have any queries or would like to share anything.  Mr 

Heather and I are working very closely together to ensure continuity through the week. 

 

Absence 

• Please let the office know in advance if your child has a medical or similar appointment and will need to 

be taken out of school or to arrive late.  

• If your child is ill, please ring or email the office as soon as possible on each day of absence.    

 

Keeping Safe 

• The children will be kept in their class bubbles. Within their class bubbles the children do not have to 

socially distance from each other. The adults will socially distance. Our weekly whole school assembly will 
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be online.  We will have one class assembly for the children, with Mrs Donaghey, each week either outside, 

or in the hall. 

• Playtimes and lunchtimes will be staggered to allow the children time outside in their class bubbles. Please 

make sure your child has a named water bottle –fresh each day and a fruit snack (NO NUTS OR SEEDS 

please). 

• Everyone will wash their hands frequently including on arrival, before and after eating, playtimes, using 

the toilet and then again before going home. Classes will have labelled allocated toilets. 

• There will be extra cleaning of classrooms, touch points, tables and toilets. 

P.E. and clothing 

• Our PE lessons are on Tuesdays so the children should come to school in clothes that are suitable. Initially 

we will not have PE kits in school.  

• We will be using our outdoor spaces as much as possible, so layers of warm clothes are needed every day 

and can be left on their peg if the children get too warm. The guidance means keeping windows and doors 

open as much as possible for ventilation so warm clothes are essential.  Please tie long hair back. 

 

The Year 1 team 

• We are very excited and fortunate that this year the Year 1 team consists of myself (graduate jazz 

musician and language enthusiast), Miss Thompson (Forest School leader, with us Monday – Thursday), 

Mrs Garrod (music and R.E. specialist, teaching the class during my planning and NQT time on Tuesdays) 

and Mrs Herrington (Maths intervention specialist, with us on Fridays). 

 

The Year 1 children/parents/carers 

• I am thrilled that we have speakers of English, Spanish, Mandarin, Hebrew, Arabic, Farsi, Polish and 

Portuguese in our group and I aim to arrange some multilingual music that celebrates the school’s linguistic 

diversity. If there are any languages I am missing on the list, please let me know! 

• We currently do not have an adult class-representative whose informal role is to make communication 

between myself and everybody easier. That way, if I had a request or question to put to you all, you could 

discuss, feedback to them, and they would communicate a summary to me. I am happy to help set up a 

platform on which every parent/carer can communicate with each other for the benefit of the children 

but would not be able to manage or be a part of it. Please give this some consideration and let me know if 

this could be you. 

 

Reading/Homework  

• We ask that children spend about 10-15 minutes a day reading or sharing books with you at home. 

Whenever you read with your child please record it in their yellow reading diary. It is really important 

that your child reads every day at home to encourage fluency and accuracy.  

• As (or even more!) important are the discussions you have about the book and author/illustrator (what, 

who, how, when, where and why) as this develops their comprehension and emotional literacy. Children 

often struggle deducing how the characters may be feeling, and what seems like an obvious question to 

you (such as “why is he winking? because he is lying/pretending”) will be challenging for your child. 

• If you would like to see me reading stories or singing some songs, I have recorded and uploaded some to 

the following YouTube channel (I will put the link on our class page too):  

• https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqqPyRmR-bdxGL5BhIVGy6B5iSoYwzc7G  

 

Forest School 

• Please read the letter sent on the 9th September - a copy can be found on our website class page. 

• https://st-barnabas.oxon.sch.uk/classes/year-one/ 

  

Symptoms 

• As per Mrs Donaghey’s email, the most important thing is no one comes to school if they have symptoms 

of the virus: a high temperature; a cough; a loss of taste or smell. Anyone with those symptoms should 

arrange for a test.  If anyone in school shows any of these symptoms they will need to go home immediately 

and have a test. 

• To arrange a test, visit: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
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Thank you in advance for all your support. 

 

Mr Franklin Heather 


