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Literacy 

We are developing all the skills that underpin reading, 

writing, handwriting and phonics. After a baseline 

assessment is completed, Read, Write Inc. lessons will 

take place daily.  

 

This year our priority is to accelerate the speech and 

language development of every child by: 

• Having continuous provision both indoors and 

outdoors with open-ended resources that 

encourage imaginative and social play. 

• Opening a book vote each day for there to be a 

shared event/discussion which is read before 

home time. 

• Scribing stories for the children and narrating 

alongside them as we play. 

• Re-telling/performing a story in circle time every 

day after lunch (with the use of musical 

instruments and body percussion!). 

 

Reading logs: Please continue to keep up the good habits 

from Year R and encourage your child to read daily both 

to you and independently discussing the text. Make it fun!  

 

Library: This year we will visit the library on Monday, 

please remember to bring your book and you can swap it 

for a new one. This will begin in a few weeks. 

Numeracy 

We are really excited to be introducing Big 

Maths this term. A teaching approach that makes 

progress in Maths easy and fun. ... BIG Maths is 

a rigorous, systematic, and structured approach 

that provides children with a fun and lively 

experience as they learn through jingles, songs, 

games and the BIG Maths  

characters.  

 

Additionally, each child has a money pot with 10p 

to spend at the haberdashery and there are many 

activities embedded into the indoor and outdoor 

continuous provision that provide the children 

with concrete experiences of concepts such as 

quantity/amount, time and area/volume. The less 

abstract the numbers, the better. 

Topic 

Each half term we have two topics. As the year 

progresses the topics will become more involved and 

the activities provided will form the basis of the 

children’s learning in linked curriculum subjects 

(including design and technology and computing). To 

start, our topics are: 

 

History – Dinosaurs  

We will use the story ‘The Dinosaur Who Lost Her 

Voice’ by Julie Ballard to explore the world of 

fossils and carnivores/herbivores/omnivores. 

Science – Plants 

We will use the story ‘Eddie’s Garden and How to 

Make Things Grow’ by Sarah Garland to guide us on 

how to plant seeds in our outdoor flowerbed and 

learn through our senses. 

 

Year 1 

Term 1 – Autumn 1 

Dates for your Diary: 
Forest School takes place on Thursday 

afternoons. Please read the letter and 

return the permission slip. 

Physical 

Education (PE) 
Focus: ball skills & 

games. 

 
Tuesday afternoon 

Religious Education (RE) 
This term our question is ‘what 

makes everyone special?’ and 

we’re going to be finding out 

what Christians believe about 

this. 

 Personal, Social, Health, and Economic 

education (PSHE) 
We have a fantastic new scheme of work called 

Jigsaw. To start the year, we will be learning the 

songs and using the story characters to explore 

key issues relevant to the children. 

Music and Art 
As part of the continuous provision, Mr Heather has 

his double bass, trumpet and saxophone in class. 

These are used to develop the children’s aural skills 

as well as making storytelling come alive! 

 

There are also instruments in the science section 

with books that challenge the children to explore 

sounds.  

 

Outdoors there is a stage area which is being used 

for singing and dancing. Inside we have a surround 

sound system and this is used for both playing up-

beat songs during tidy-up time and listening to music 

while Mr Heather and the children dance. 

 

In the centre of the classroom is a haberdashery 

and junk modelling. Children easily access books that 

provide hundreds of ideas for both creations and 

making props to help us during story-telling time. 


