
 

Spring Term 2020 

Blast Off into Space 

My Amazing Body 

 

Literacy, Communication & Language 
 The children are all in Read Write Inc. groups and do 

this everyday, usually first thing in the morning. 

 Big Talk  - Every Monday we send home a talk task 

for you to do with your child. By talking the children 

learn new vocabulary, develop personal opinions and 

listen to the ideas of others. A recording or 

practical task accompanies Big Talk at school is on 

Tuesdays. 

 The children will be starting to bring home library 

books next week. The library day will be 

Tuesdays. 

 Exploring the difference between fiction & non-

fiction books. 

 Exploring mark making and learn about writing words 

for labels, making lists and recording ideas in 

sentences. 

 Opportunities for role-play in our café, house, space 

station and later the hospital. 

 Story-telling and sequencing: The children are 

encouraged to dictate short stories for the group to 

act out in drama/ role-play lessons. 

 

Mathematics 
 Measures will be a focus this term with an emphasis 

on making comparisons and measuring with non-

standard tools like footprints, bricks or lengths of 

card. We’ll also explore capacity, weight and time, 

using clocks to tell the time on the hour and half 

hour. 

 Recognising numbers 0-20 and above. 

 Create sets of amounts , 2, 3, 6, 10 and  20. 

separating them in different ways. 

 Count on from a given number forwards and 

backwards and having an awareness of one more and 

one less within 5, 10 and 20. 

 Use practical methods to add & take away. 

 Pattern work repeating & creating simple & more 

complex patterns.  

 Begin work on counting in 2’s,5’s and 10’s. 

Physical Development 
The children have access to the outdoors for much of the day so 

please remember to provide suitable clothing to cater for our 

changeable weather.   

The reception PE lesson is on a Wednesday and Friday. Please 

make sure clothing is labelled, long hair is tied back and ensure no 

earrings are worn on that day. Part of the curriculum is to gain 

independence to dress and undress for themselves. It would help 

the children if they wore clothes they can easily change in and out 

of on that day. To reiterate, the kit is shorts, t-shirt and sports 

shoes like plimsolls or trainers.  
 

There seem to be a lot of children using backpacks recently. 

These are often very large and cumbersome. As the children 

should all have a bookbag for books and papers and spare clothes 

can stay at school, if your child doesn’t really need to bring a 

backpack we ask that they stay at home or are only used when 

necessary. Thank you 

 

To Parents and Carers, 
Both our present and next topic, encourage children to think 

about science and to encourage investigational work.  We will be 

using knowledge boards to talk about what we know and what we 

want to find out and using tools like non-fiction books and video 

clips to find out about each topic.  

In addition, we have an ongoing aim to learn about our community 

and will be walking to the church this Thursday for a short visit to 

look inside. We hope to visit other places locally and will inform 

you if when we arrange other trips. 
 

The children will have opportunities to develop imaginative skills 

using stories like Whatever Next and Q Pootle 5 where we will 

think about the idea of aliens and space travel. The children will 

learn some space related songs as well as practising to play 

instruments in time with the rhythm. In art we will be using a 

variety of media to create both 2D and 3D artwork, exploring 

colour mixing, drawing, collage and form. 
 

For the second part of the spring term we will be learning all 

about our body and senses. We’d love to hear from anyone in the 

health, science or medical professions who would like to come in 

and talk to us about the way our body works or how we could look 

after our body. During the topic we’ll learn about some of our 

organs and body systems and explore how our senses work 

through experiments. It should be a fun topic! 

Dates to Remember 

Visit to St.Barnabas’ Church 16.1.20 

Parent Consultation Week – 30.3.20 

 

 

Helping your child 

Please ensure your child has a school bookbag 

in order to transport reading books and 

pictures to and from school.  

As a school we are having a big focus to 

encourage children to read regularly at home. 

For pre-readers and early readers this might 

be based around the stories you read to them 

and for those children who bring home scheme 

books we are asking you to read every day with 

your child as much as you are able to. It has a 

huge impact on their progress and reinforces 

what they learn in school. I will be checking 

yellow diaries every Monday to see how 

everyone is getting on and answer questions 

you may have.  

 

Attendance and Lateness 

Whilst we sympathise that it can be very 

difficult to get a family ready to leave in the 

morning we do expect that a lateness is an 

occasional occurrence and not a regular one. 

You may need to change your morning routine 

if you are finding this a challenge. Please also 

remember that parents should be waiting to 

collect their children at 3pm when school 

finishes. Unfortunately, a large number of 

parents are arriving after this time. 


