
 

To Parents and Carers, 

A warm welcome to our three new children who have joined 
our class this term. As the new children settle in it is really 
nice to see our older children being kind and caring towards 
their new friends. One of our main areas of focus in Nursery 
is communication and language, we encourage the children’s 
development in this area through all sorts of techniques 
including developing a love of reading. As such we let the 
children borrow books from our lending library book box in 
Nursery. Please feel free to borrow and return a book each 
day.    

Our new topic this half term is Bears. We will be basing our 
topic on books about Bears such as; Brown Bear, Copycat 
Bear and The Everywhere Bear.  

Our phonics work this term will be focused on rhyme. We will 
be playing a lot of games to encourage the children to listen 
out for rhyming words, identify the rhymes they can hear 
and to construct their own rhyming chains (i.e. mat, rat, cat). 
Rhyme is very important in developing phonological 
awareness (pre reading skills) it is also a skill that takes 
time and practise to develop. Alongside playing lots of 
rhyming games in Nursery we also read rhyming stories (such 
as Orange Pear Apple Bear by Emily Garavett and Oi Frog by 
Kes Gray) as well as singing Nursery rhymes.  

If you would like to help you child at home with their 
rhyming how about: Joining the library and reading some of 
these books listed at https://theimaginationtree.com/the-
best-rhyming-books-for-kids/  

Or making a rhyme basket with toys/objects that rhyme and 
adding in an odd one out, can your child spot the toy that 
doesn’t rhyme? Or missing out the rhyming word when singing 
a nursery rhyme, can your child fill in the missing word? If you 
would like more ideas on how to support your child’s learning, 
please feel free to come and chat to me.    

Thank you for your continued support, Mrs Ivey.  
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Mathematical development 

 

This term we are continuing to develop our mathematical 
skills through focusing on number and shape, space and 
measure. We are doing this through songs, games, 
imaginative role play as well as adult directed activities. 
In number we are looking at: using number language 
accurately and spontaneously in play. Practising reciting 
numbers fluently in order to 10. Knowing that numbers 
tell you how many objects you have in a set. Starting to 
represent numbers by counting on fingers/making marks 
on paper and sometimes matching numerals and quantities 
correctly. In shape, space and measure we are looking at: 
encouraging children to take an interest in shapes and 
space by playing with shapes/blocks and making 
arrangements with them. To start to notice and spot 
shapes in the world around them. Also to use positional 
language in their conversations such as; in, behind, next 
to, on top etc.  

 

Dates to remember 

Parent Consultation Week – 30.3.20 

Curriculum Day – 29.1.20 

 Helping your child 

• Self-help skills; encouraging your child to 
get dressed and undressed on their own. 

• Enjoying a good book together, making 
the most of some quiet time at bedtime 
with a cosy story together (please 
remember you are welcome to borrow a 
book each day from Nursery) 

• Boredom buster games such as eye spy 
with numbers/shapes/rhymes/colours 

• Encouraging family times such as meal 
times. By asking your child questions to 
develop their communication and language 
skills. Encourage answering in sentences 
rather than single words.  

• Play turn taking games and encourage 
sharing with their peers to develop 
personal, social and emotional skills.  

• Have a look at www.booktrust.org.uk 
Donations 

Donations of tissues, flour, salt, oil and food 
colouring are always very much needed and 
appreciated. We are always in need of junk 
modelling boxes (all the cardboard boxes, 
plastic pots etc. you normally recycle). Also 
any old fabric, wool, gift bags, wrapping/wall 
paper & birthday/Christmas cards. 

Communication and Language 

It is so nice to have the opportunity to make new friends 
this term. In Nursery one of our Prime Areas of 
development is Communication and Language and that 
goes hand in hand with the two other Prime Areas of 
learning (Personal, Social and Emotional Development and 
Physical Development). So how do we encourage children 
to chat and communicate effectively? By focusing on the 
three Characteristics of Learning 1. Playing and Exploring 
2. Active learning (being motivated/developing 
concentration) 3. Creating and Thinking Critically 
(problem solving/having their own ideas). We aim to 
create a friendly, inclusive but challenging environment in 
Nursery that stimulates awe and wonder resulting in the 
children’s communication and language skills developing.    

 


