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Monday 13th January 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back and a very happy new year to all of you! We hope that you had a lovely holiday, whatever you did 
and wherever it took you. The children were all very happy to see each other after a couple of weeks apart and it 
has been lovely to hear them exchanging details of their holidays.  
 
This letter is just to provide you will some information about the coming term and to give you some reminders 
about procedures and expectations, particularly relating to absence, P.E. and Homework. Please also find 
attached a curriculum map which provides information about the planned learning for this half term in each 
subject area. These documents can also be accessed via the school website.  
 
General routines:  

• The children arrive and depart via the Year 3 classroom door, which opens onto the main playground. 

• School opens at 08:45 and we take the register promptly at 08:55.   

• The outside classroom door closes at 08:55, so if you are late for any reason, please ensure that you 
come into school with your child via the main entrance and report to the office where you can sign your 
child in as late and order a school lunch if appropriate.  Your child will then be directed to class. 

• A reminder that if your child is being collected by someone other than you on any given day (for example 
by another relative or family friend or if they are going to a friend’s house etc) or if they are going to a 
club in school, please write their first name on the board just inside the classroom door and the 
arrangements you have made (e.g. John – going to Emma’s house). If you are going to be delayed by 
more than 5-10 minutes, please telephone the school office to let us know so that we can make 
arrangements for your child to be supervised until your arrival.  On a couple of occasions last term, 
children were collected by other people and we were not aware of the arrangements. Pease let us know 
to save time/phone calls.  

 
Absence: Please let us know in advance about any medical appointments you have arranged for your child 
which will result in late arrival, the need for them to leave school during the day, or to be collected early. If your 
child is ill, please telephone, email or text the school office as soon as possible on each day of absence. 
Permission for any other absence during school time needs to be sought in advance by completing a request 
form available from the office.  Permission for such absence is at the discretion of Mrs Donaghey and can never 
be authorised by the class teachers. Please remember that if your child is suffering from sickness/diarrhoea, they 
should not return to school until they have been completely clear of all symptoms for at least 48 hours.  
 
P.E.: P.E. lessons this term will continue to take place on Thursday and Friday afternoons. In Key Stage 2, all 
children are required to change for P.E. sessions (this means that even if your child is wearing sports clothing or 
football kit, they will still need a full change of clothes and shoes) We noticed towards the end of last term that 
some children did not always have a full P.E. kit with them or that P.E. kits weren’t labelled, and we were unable 
to identify who the kit belonged to. Please check that your child’s P.E. bag has a full kit, which still fits and is 
suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons during the colder winter days. As we will be doing gymnastics this 
term, please make sure your child has shorts and a t-shirt as bare legs and arms provide much better grip on the 
apparatus. We really appreciate your support in providing appropriate kit.  

Homework: This term, we are planning to have a big focus on spelling and times tables. Homework will continue 
to have a learning/practice focus and there will be no need to bring in the homework books each week. However, 
I will provide a little more guidance this term as the focus will be the same for everyone.  
 
Spelling: Each Monday, I will send home a list of the spellings that we will be looking at during the week in 
school. Please help your child to practise them regularly. I will then test the children on the previous week’s 
spellings on a Monday afternoon before new ones are set.  
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This term, to help us learn the trickier spellings, Years 3 and 4 are also going to be holding an inter-class 
Spelling Competition. Here is how it will work: 
 
Each class will be set the same 25 words from the government statutory spelling list for Years 3 and 4. The 
children were tested on those words before they had been set and we have calculated a class average (we did 
this last week). Over this half term, we would like the children to practise those 25 words and learn them. In the 
last week of the half term, we will test the children again and calculate the new class average. The class which 
has the most improved average will win the competition. This means that, whether spelling comes easily for your 
child or whether it is more of a challenge, every single child can make a contribution to the class average. 
Learning just a few more spellings between now and the end of term will improve the average, but obviously, the 
more each child can learn, the better! 
 
Maths: We will be focusing our learning homework on multiplication tables this term. Three times per week in 
school we will be starting our maths lessons with a ‘Beat the Clock’ tables grid. To help the children increase the 
fluency of their multiplication tables, I will be asking the children to make sure they learn a particular table (e.g. 
“This week, I would like you to make sure you know your 4x table”) The children should learn it by heart and 
should be able to answer questions quickly and in any order. Please help your child to practise this.  
 
Pencil cases: We have everything that your child needs to use in school, so they don’t need to bring in pencil 
cases. 
 
Library: We will continue to visit the library on a Wednesday afternoon. Last term, many children regularly came 
without their books to change. Even if they wish to renew their books, they must bring them to the library to do 
so. If your child often forgets to bring in the Wednesday morning rush, perhaps they could pack it in their book 
bag the night before?  
 
Tissues: As you might imagine, over the last few months, we have got through an awful lot of tissues and we 
continue to do so. We are currently running low on supplies and we would therefore be very grateful for any 
donations of boxes of tissues that we can keep for use in the classroom.   
 
We are always very grateful for offers of help and contributions of interests and expertise and would be very 
happy to welcome you to the classroom to help with, or lead, sessions. We are already very lucky to be 
welcoming in some parents (current and previous!) to help us learn more about the rainforest this term. Do let us 
know if you’d also like to come in to help or share your expertise! 

 
As ever, please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions, concerns or thoughts to share. If 
I am not able to speak to you immediately, I would be very happy to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet. 
I very much look forward to continuing to work with you and your child this term.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Helen Manley      and    Núria Camps 
Class Teacher           Class Teaching Assistant 

 


