
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
      
          January 2020  
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome back to the spring term of a new decade!  We hope you had a lovely, restful break and are ready for 
the new term.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all so much for your thoughtful cards and 
messages that we received with the kind words and amazing gifts, we all feel very lucky, thank you so much. 
 
This term is again another busy term, with lots to look forward to. Please see the curriculum map for Term 2 
which runs from January to April.  
 
Communication 

We welcome you to come and chat to us with any queries or concerns.  Please do feel free to talk to us.  

You can find us before registration for anything that needs to be shared immediately, or after school for 

a quick chat, or if you prefer, please make an appointment with us.   Parent consultations will be coming 

up, in the week of 30th March, but do come and chat to us with any queries in the meantime.  

Drop-off/Pick-up & Registers 
Please ensure the children are on time.  School opens at 08:45 and we take the register promptly at 

08:55. The outside classroom door closes at 08:55, so if you are late for any reason, please ensure that 

your child enters via the main entrance and reports to the office to sign in as late and order a school 

lunch if appropriate.  Your child will then be directed to class. 

At 3pm all children will be released to their parent/carer or to a club if they have signed up for that.  

Please also let us know in the morning, if your child is going home with another parent/friend. This can 

be done by writing on the whiteboard outside the classroom.  

Absence 
Please let us know in advance if your child has a medical or similar appointment and will need to be 

taken out of school or to arrive late.  If your child is ill, please ring the office as soon as possible on each 

day of absence.  Permission for any other absence during school time needs to be sought in advance by 

completing a request form available from the office.  Permission for such absence is at the discretion of 

Mrs Donaghey and can never be authorised by the class teachers. 

 
PE  

PE lessons are on Mondays and Fridays.  We are sometimes able to add an additional PE session, such 

as yoga, so please make sure your child’s full PE kit is in school at the beginning of each week.  This 

should include named trainers, shorts/leggings/tracksuit bottoms and a T-shirt and warmer top for 

outdoor lessons.  Please tie long hair back.  We noticed towards the end of last term that some children 

did not always have a full PE kit with them or that PE kits weren’t labelled and we were unable to 

identify who the kit belonged to. Please check that your child’s PE bag has a full kit, which still fits and is 

suitable for the colder winter days, as lessons may still take place outside when the weather permits.  

We really appreciate your support in providing PE kit. 
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Homework and Reading 
There will be learning homework set on Fridays and due in for the following Wednesday.  This may 

include spellings, grammar, maths and reading. When the homework and spellings are given out we 

ensure that we go through it with the children in class, however, if there is any confusion please come 

in and chat and we can clarify. 

The children will have the opportunity to visit the school library regularly and to choose a book which 

may be taken home and returned when finished. We also have a range of books available for the 

children to borrow from class.  Thank you to everyone who has helped fill our class library with such 

quality, age appropriate books.  Please encourage your child to read at home daily.  Reading is a 

wonderful life skill and we want children to love reading.  The more the children read, the more words 

they are exposed to and these words gradually and inevitably make their way into the children’s 

vocabulary. This assists with all areas of the children’s learning, helps their confidence in speaking aloud 

and especially helps with ideas for their writing.  There continues to be a big focus on reading 

throughout the school this year.  We would love the children to continue to recommend good books 

that they have read to us to help inspire others.   

 
Pencil cases 

We have everything that your child needs to use in school, so they don’t need to bring in pencil cases.  

 

Exciting Events 
This term as part of our new Science topic on plants we will be visiting the University Parks to 
investigate trees and plants. We are also hoping to organise a visit to the local synagogue as part of our 
RE topic on Judaism and have our own ‘Great Fire of London’ in the playground to consolidate our 
learning of our History topic. Next half term we have a visit from the Dog’s Trust to help our 
understanding of dogs and caring for animals. Over the next term we will spend time continuing to learn 
to use the new touch screen Chromebooks and learn more about programming, which is really exciting.  

 
Once again thank you for supporting your child last term with their learning. We are looking forward to having 
lots of interesting learning and exciting experiences together this term.   
 
Miss Hocknell, Miss Fisher and Mrs Canea 
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