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DEAR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS 
 

 

An amazing and very busy week. On Tuesday 
Year 4 represented the school at the Christingle 
Service in Christchurch. Two children did the 
reading beautifully and all children sang and 
behaved beautifully.  
 

Later that day the KS1 Winter Celebration-
Nativity at St Barnabas Church was wonderful. 
The children had lovely clear voices and 
performed really well. The dancing was also 
lovely. 
 

Then yesterday the Nursery and Reception 
Classes held their Christmas Concert in the hall. 
They sang and danced so well and everyone was 
impressed by how much they had learnt.  
 

We’ve also had lots of visitors this week with 
parents teaching classes some French songs   
and about Hanukkah. We are very grateful to 
parents who come in to share their expertise 
and would like to do more of this. Please talk to 
me or your child’s teacher if you would like to 
come in.  
 

We also continue to have prospective parent 
tours for next year and have seen a real increase 
in pupil numbers this term which is lovely.  
 

This will be the last newsletter for this term and 
I’d like to say a huge thank you for the support 
from parents and friends of the school. It really 
does make a difference. I’d also like to say a 
public thank you to our amazing team of staff 
who work so hard and conscientiously for all the 
children. We are all very fortunate to be part of 
such a wonderful school community. I hope 
everyone has a peaceful break and for those 
who celebrate, a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year. We look forward to seeing everyone back 
in January.  
 

Best wishes 
 

Karen Donaghey 
twitter @BarnabasBuzz for pictures 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

WE ARE A NUT, SEED AND KIWI FREE SCHOOL. Please check cereal bars 

and snacks and do not send products such as Nutella to school. This 

includes pine nuts, humus and tahini.  

Please remember this always applies including Christmas treats and 
parties. 

 

 

 Our values: Encouragement, Friendship, Respect, 

Responsibility and Truthfulness. 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
We need payment for the whole school visit to the pantomime. If 

you haven’t paid, please do as soon as possible. THANK YOU. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Monday 16th ALL to the Pantomime 

Tuesday 17th ALL Christmas Lunch. 

Wednesday 18th 

 

 

 

 

KS2 Christmas Celebration 
At 9.00am in the hall. 
Followed by mince pies and 
hot punch. 
This concert will replace the 
normal assembly.  
Class parties and a special 
visitor in the afternoon. 

THURSDAY 19th  BREAK UP 1.30pm 
MONDAY 6TH 
JANUARY  

TERM 2 STARTS 
   

  
The Christmas Holiday is a great opportunity to get 
those times tables learnt. Every year from 1-4 have 

tables to learn so that by the end of Year 4 they know 
them inside out. But Year 5 and 6 need to keep them 
going too so they always have instant recall. Practice 

sheets are available in the foyer 

 

Practise by: 

Chanting forwards  “6, 12, 18, 24…”; 

and in reverse order: “108, 99, 90, 81…”; 

Using times tables songs, like Schoolhouse Rock’s 

‘3 is A Magic Number’; 

Using apps, like the one by  

ks2timestables.co.uk,  Times Tables Rock Stars,  

 Hit the Button or Squeebles. 

 Asking your child questions out of order:  

What is 4 x 7?  9 x 5?  6 x 11? 

Using pasta pieces or sprouts to show groups of 

numbers representing times tables, e.g. four 

groups of three pasta shells to show3 x 4 = 12; 

Asking your child related short division questions, 

like “What is 12 divided by 4?  

What is 55 divided by 11?”; 

Asking your child word problems based on times 

tables, like: “If five friends have £7 each, how 

much money do they have in total 
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