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Monday 9th September 2019 

 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back to many of you and a particular welcome to the new children and families who have joined us in 
Year 3 this term. I hope that you have all had a lovely summer break. The children have all made an excellent 
start to the new school year and have already stepped up to the new expectations and routines of Key Stage 2. It 
has been lovely to transition with the children this year and we have really enjoyed coming back together again 
and sharing stories of our time apart.     
 
This letter provides useful information about this term in Year 3. Please also find attached a timetable (which is 
always subject to change) and a curriculum map which provides information about the planned learning for this 
half term in each subject area. These documents can also be accessed via the school website.  
 
The Year 3 Team: Núria (Mrs Camps) will continue to be our TA this year. She will be working Monday-
Wednesday all day and will also work with us on Thursday and Friday mornings. Marie Thompson will continue 
to cover my non-contact time. This year, she will be working with the children on Wednesday afternoons.  
 
General routines:  

• The children arrive and depart via the Year 3 classroom door, which opens onto the main playground. 

• School opens at 08:45 and we take the register promptly at 08:55.   

• The outside classroom door closes at 08:55, so if you are late for any reason, please ensure that you 
come into school with your child via the main entrance and report to the office where you can sign your 
child in as late and order a school lunch if appropriate.  Your child will then be directed to class. 

• At 3pm, please wait for your child in the playground outside the classroom door. We like to ensure that 
we have handed them over safely and cannot let them leave unescorted, so we will keep them inside 
the classroom until you arrive. If your child is being collected by someone other than you on any given 
day (for example by another relative or family friend or if they are going to a friend’s house etc.) or if they 
are going to a club in school, please write their first name on the board just inside the classroom door 
and the arrangements you have made (e.g. John – going to Emma’s house). If you are going to be 
delayed by more than 5-10 minutes, please telephone the school office to let us know so that we can 
make arrangements for your child to be supervised until your arrival.   

 
Absence: Please let us know in advance about any medical appointments you have arranged for your child 
which will result in late arrival, the need for them to leave school during the day, or to be collected early. If your 
child is ill, please telephone, email or text the school office as soon as possible on each day of absence. 
Permission for any other absence during school time needs to be sought in advance by completing a request 
form available from the office.  Permission for such absence is at the discretion of Mrs Donaghey and can never 
be authorised by the class teachers. 
 
P.E.: P.E. lessons this year will take place on Thursday and Friday afternoons. In Key Stage 2, all children are 
required to change for P.E. sessions (this means that even if your child is wearing sports clothing or football kit, 
they will still need a full change of clothes and shoes) We are sometimes able to add an additional PE session, 
so please make sure your child’s full P.E. kit is in school at the beginning of each week. This should include 
named trainers, shorts and a T-shirt. We will be using our outdoor spaces as much as possible, so your child 
may also like to have a sweatshirt and leggings or tracksuit bottoms to wear on cooler days. If your child has long 
hair, they will need to tie it back. 
 
Reading: The children will have the opportunity to visit the school library regularly and to choose a book which 
may be taken home and returned or renewed each week.  Reading is a wonderful life skill and we want children 
to love reading. The more the children read, the more words they are exposed to and these words gradually and 
inevitably make their way into the children’s vocabulary. This assists with all areas of the children’s learning, 
helps their confidence in speaking aloud and especially helps with ideas for their writing. There will be a big focus 
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on reading throughout the school this year and we would love the children to recommend good books that they 
have read to us to help inspire others. Current research indicates that the most effective form of homework in 
primary school is reading. Children who read regularly at home will have greater success in other subjects at 
school. This year we are expecting all children to read every day. In Year 1, 2  and 3, reading diaries will be sent 
home every night and we ask parents to write in the book every day (unless it has been agreed that your child 
can record their reading independently, in which case, please see the information linked to Year 4,5 and 6). In 
Year 4, 5 and 6 children should be able to write in their own diaries (as discussed in class) but we request that 
parents sign reading diaries once a week. Thank you in advance for your help with this.  
 
Homework: There will be a change to homework throughout the school this year. Homework to supplement the 
whole school push on reading will now focus on learning and retaining information or working on tasks that 
require practice rather than written work or projects. Learning set maybe in the form of, for example, spellings, 
number facts, grammar or times tables. The children are expected to retain huge amounts of information as part 
of the curriculum and they need to be able to build on prior knowledge to move on. Most learning set will be 
whole class, but some may also be personalised. The children will still have a homework book, but its purpose is 
to provide a place for practice or to store spellings. As such, it will not need to be returned for marking each 
week. That said, if your child completes any independent study or has something that they are particularly keen 
to share, they are very welcome to bring it in and show us. Please ask if you are unsure of what is expected.  
 
Pencil cases: We have everything that your child needs to use in school, so they don’t need to bring in pencil 
cases. 
 
Tissues: As you might imagine, we get through inordinate amounts of tissues over the course of a school year! 
We would therefore be very grateful for any donations of boxes of tissues that we can keep for use in the 
classroom.   
 
Open classroom: You are welcome to join us in the Year 3 classroom after school on Thursday 12th September 
from 3pm to 3:30pm.  This is an opportunity for your child to show you around the classroom and for you to meet 
us and ask any initial questions you may have about life in Year 3. I will also provide a document with information 
about the curriculum objectives for Year 3 which I hope you will find useful. If you are unable to make it, but 
would value the opportunity to meet, or if you would like to talk about your child at greater length, please do let 
me know.  
 
 
 
I am always very grateful for offers of help and contributions of interests and expertise and would be very happy 
to welcome you to the classroom to help with, or lead, sessions. If you would be interested in coming in to help or 
if you, or anyone you know, has any skills or opportunities for visits related to our topics, please do come and 
speak to me.  
 
Finally, as a reminder to those of you who worked with me last year and for the benefit of those who are new to 
our class, please know that my door is always open. Please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any 
questions, concerns or thoughts to share. If I am not able to speak to you immediately, I would be very happy to 
arrange a mutually convenient time to meet. I very much look forward to working with you and your child over the 
coming year.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Helen Manley 
Class Teacher 

 


