
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

      

                    9th September 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to Year five.  We hope you had a wonderful summer. This year the team will be Rebecca Pogose, Jane 

Cox, Marie Thompson and Sarah Fletcher.  Jane Cox will be teaching every Monday and Rebecca Pogose will be 

teaching from Tuesday to Friday each week.  

 

This letter provides useful information for year 5 and we have also attached a timetable and curriculum map 

for Term 1 which runs from September to December.  

 

Open classroom 

You are welcome to join us in the year 5 classroom after school on Thursday 12th September from 3pm 

to 3:30pm.  This is an opportunity for your child to show you around the classroom and for you to meet 

us and ask any questions you may have. 

 

Communication 

We welcome you to come and chat to us with any queries or concerns.  Please do feel free to talk to us.  

You can find us before registration for anything that needs to be shared immediately, or after school 

for a quick chat, or if you prefer, make an appointment with us.    Parent consultations will be coming up 

just before the first half term, but do come and chat to us with any queries in the meantime.  

 

Drop-off/Pick-up & Registers 

• The children arrive and depart via our own classroom door, which opens onto the main playground. 

• School opens at 08:45 and we take the register promptly at 08:55.   

• The outside classroom door closes at 08:55, so if you are late for any reason, please ensure that you 

come into school with your child via the main entrance and report to the office where you can sign your 

child in as late and order a school lunch if appropriate.  Your child will then be directed to class. 

• At 3pm all children will be released onto the playground. The school expects children to return to the 

classroom/school if they cannot find their adult on the school playground.  If your child will be walking 

to and from school without an adult, the school requires a signed letter from the parents/carer stating 

that their child is allowed to do so. This is to ensure the safety of the child, for example, if we are 

aware that a child walks alone to school and they are not present at register we would alert the parents 

immediately.  Please make sure your child knows if they are expected to return home immediately from 

school or whether you allow them some playtime before returning home.  Once the child has left the 

building at 3pm the staff are no longer responsible for supervision so it is very important that your 

child knows their after school routine.   
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Absence 

• Please let us know in advance if your child has a medical or similar appointment and will need to be taken 

out of school or to arrive late. 

• If your child is ill, please ring, email or text the office as soon as possible on each day of absence.   

• Permission for any other absence during school time needs to be sought in advance by completing a 

request form available from the office.  Permission for such absence is at the discretion of               

Mrs Donaghey and can never be authorised by the class teachers. 

 

 

Reading 

The children will have the opportunity to visit the school library regularly and to choose a book which may be 

taken home and returned when finished.  Please encourage your child to read at home daily.  Reading is a 

wonderful life skill and we want children to love reading.  The more the children read, the more words they are 

exposed to and these words gradually and inevitably make their way into the children’s vocabulary. This assists 

with all areas of the children’s learning, helps their confidence in speaking aloud and especially helps with ideas 

for their writing.   

There will be a big focus on reading throughout the school this year.  We would love the children to recommend 

good books that they have read, to help inspire others.  Current research confirms that the most effective 

form of homework is reading.  Children who read regularly at home will have greater success in other subjects 

at school. This year for homework we are expecting all children to read every day.  In Year 1, 2  and 3, reading 

diaries are sent home every night and we ask parents to write in the book every day.  In Year 4, 5 and 6 

children should be able to write in their own diaries (as discussed in class) but we request that parents sign 

reading diaries once a week. Thank you in advance for your help with this.  

 

Homework 

Homework to supplement the whole school push on reading will now take the form of learning homework rather 

than written set work each week.  Learning set may be in the form of spellings, number facts, grammar or times 

tables. The focus is practice and remembering what is learnt. The children are expected to retain huge amounts 

of information as part of the curriculum and they need to be able to build on prior knowledge to move on. Most 

learning set will be whole class but some may also be personalised. Please ask if you are unsure of what is 

expected.  

 

 

PE  

PE lessons are on Thursdays and Fridays.  We are sometimes able to add an additional PE session, so please 

make sure your child’s full PE kit is in school at the beginning of each week.  This should include named trainers, 

shorts and a T-shirt for PE lessons.  Please tie long hair back.  We will be using our outdoor spaces as much as 

possible, so your child may also like to have a sweatshirt and leggings or track suit bottoms to wear on cooler 

days.   

Tissues 

We would be most appreciative if you were able to provide us with a box of tissues to use in the classroom.   

 

Pencil cases  

We have everything that your child needs to use in school so they don’t need to bring in pencil cases.  If they 

do bring them in, please ensure they are small enough to fit in their drawers.  

 

We are looking forward to getting to know your child and we hope to have lots of interesting and exciting 

experiences together.   Rebecca Pogose, Jane Cox, Marie Thompson and Sarah Fletcher. 


