
 
January 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a very restful holiday and are ready for a new year and a new term. 
 

Learning 
Attached to this letter is an overview of this term’s learning. This term, our topic is The Stone Age.  

On Monday 21st January, Primary Playmakers are joining Year 6 all week. Primary Playmaker is designed to support 
literacy learning, develop storytelling skills and encourage children's imaginations. This is a unique opportunity for 
pupils to learn how to conceive and write their own short play and understand the development process which leads 
to a professional production. 

The week long practical and written workshops will be supported by professional playwrights from Oxford Playmaker. 
Then, a selection of plays will be performed on the Oxford Playhouse main stage by professional actors as part of our 
Young Players Festival in March 2019 - a celebration of work created and performed by young people. Please see 
the attached letter for more details. 

Equipment and P.E. Kit 
All children need a small named pencil case in school at all times with blue or black pens, pencils and a ruler. 
Coloured pencils, highlighters and a green pen are also very useful but the pencil case needs to fit in their drawer 
please. Felt or gel pens are not needed, nor are erasers. 
 
PE is usually on Tuesdays, Wednesday and Friday. It is really important that children do have a PE kit to change into 
as they are often very active during this time. Please make sure your child’s named kit is in school at all times 
otherwise they will have to use a spare kit to change in to. All children need trainers in school at all times so they can 
use the field. All long hair must be tied back.  
 
Indoor shoes - As the children are keen to play football during the winter months, we have asked them to bring in 
indoor shoes so they can continue to use the field. Children without a change of shoes will not be allowed on the 
field during playtime.  
 

Homework 
Homework for the term will be set on Wednesday and is due back on Monday. Everyone is expected to do their 
homework, which is set to complement their learning in school. Please talk to your child about their homework and 
ensure they have everything they need to complete it on time. Year 6 is a good time to start encouraging independent 
homework and to make them responsible for remembering to do it on time. It is also important that they present their 
homework properly and use pencil or pen. After School Year 6 Homework Club  will continue on  a Wednesday until 
3:45pm for anyone who would like some extra help or a quiet place to study. Please let me know if your child is 
coming. Once permission is received I will assume your child is coming every week unless you let me know otherwise.  
 
Daily reading is an essential part of homework and the children are expected to read for a minimum of 15 minutes a 
day. This term, each child will be given a reading record book to record their daily reading. Please help your child at 
home by encouraging them to read as often as possible.  
 
Children walking home from school unaccompanied 
Just a reminder that at 3pm all children are released onto the playground. The school expects children to return to the 
classroom/school if they cannot find their adult on the school playground. If your child will be walking to and from 
school without an adult the school requires a signed letter from the parents/carer stating that their child is allowed to 
do so (not required if you have already written one). This is to ensure the safety of the child, for example, if we are 
aware that a child walks alone to school and they are not present at register we would alert the parents immediately. 
Please make sure your child knows if they are expected to return home immediately from school or whether you allow 
them some playtime before returning home. Once the child has left the building at 3pm the staff are no longer 
responsible for supervision so it is very important that your child knows their after school routine. Please 
also inform the school immediately in the morning if your child is off sick.  
 
Mobile phones 
Most children seem to be given a mobile phone as part of the transition to secondary school as they are not allowed 
in primary school. However, if your child needs a phone before or after school they must be handed in at the office 
during the school day for safekeeping.  
 

 



 

 
 
Tissues 

As we enter Winter, tissues are always useful in the classroom. If you are able to donate a box of tissues to the class 
it would be much appreciated as we seem to go through quite a lot during the week. 
 
 

Home- School Communication 
If you have any concerns or questions about your child’s progress or welfare please let me know either by coming in 
at the end of the day or sending a message in with your child. It is important that your child knows we are working 
together to support their learning. Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Many thanks 
 
Lesley Pettitt 
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