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Monday 29th October 2018 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back! I hope that you have all had a lovely half term and that the children are rested and ready for another 
busy half term. This is always an exciting one – preparations for the nativity, lots of school events and some trips for 
good measure too.  
 
The children are settling into Year 2 and adjusting well to the increased expectations that come with the year group. 
Last half term went by in a flash and we all really enjoyed ending it in style with a day accompanying Year 1 to Forest 
School. Adults and children alike seemed to have a ball – digging, making dens, making swords, climbing trees, 
sourcing clay from the stream – you name it, we probably did it. Thank you to all parents who gave up their time to 
come with us.   
 
Here are just a few reminders and some information about the coming half term. 
 
General routines: Thank you for all you are doing to support the smooth running of the school day. Children arriving 
on time is not only helpful for us, but also helps them to settle into the school day quickly and easily. Thank you also 
for letting us know promptly about any medical appointments you have arranged for your child and for letting the 
school know if your child is ill or unable to come to school. Please do make sure that you telephone, email or text the 
school office as soon as possible on each day of absence.  
 
Our lessons in Term 1b: Over the course of this half of the term, our topic will be “Around the World”. Please see the 
attached Curriculum Map for further information about what we plan to cover in each curriculum area and our 
schedule for each day. Each week, we will also have a Philosophy for Children (P4C) session. This links to all areas 
of the curriculum and gives us a chance to think about big questions and issues that make us think hard about things. 
Watch this space and don’t be surprised if the children start asking big questions over breakfast! This term, we will 
also be busy practising and preparing for the KS1 Nativity. As usual, children from Year 1 will be acting and children 
from Year 2 narrate the story. We are keen to encourage every child to participate irrespective of their personal beliefs 
or chosen religion. If you have any concerns or questions about this, please do just email or pop in for a chat.  
 
PE: PE this term will continue to be on Monday and Friday. Your child will need to have a PE kit in school on both of 
those days. Please make sure your child has a t-shirt, shorts (or trousers and jumper for colder weather) and trainers 
with a good grip. If your child has longer hair, they will need to tie it back for PE lessons. This term, Stuart Wells will 
be teaching P.E. on a Monday and Kevin will be teaching P.E. on a Friday. We will also be trying to keep up the 
excellent running that we all began last half term – collectively, we ran 117 miles (and we didn’t even go out every 
day!) I know some of you are very relaxed about clothes getting mucky during the school day (for which we are very 
grateful!) and that as a result, some children have not been changing for P.E. during the first half term. However, 
please could I ask for your support in providing a change of clothes for your child this half term, particularly as the 
weather gets colder and wetter? We will still be going outside where possible, but things tend to get very muddy over 
the coming months and it is not practical or comfortable for your child to sit in wet and muddy clothes all day if they do 
not change for P.E. I will be asking your child to change for P.E. and it may be the case that they have to borrow kit or 
that they do not participate if they do not have a change of clothing. It ties in with preparation for changing quickly in 
coming years and is an important factor in teaching personal hygiene, sports safety, preparedness and mindset.  
 
Reading: I aim to hear the children read every week. The children will also read independently every day and 
complete activities related to the books or other comprehension tasks. Every child should bring their book bag to 
school every day. In their book bag they should have one reading book and one choice book from our class library. 
This half term in KS1, we will be having a big push on daily reading at home. Consequently, I will be asking to see 
your child’s reading record daily to keep up to date with their reading habits and progress. This should not be an 
onerous task. Just 10 minutes reading a day (it can be books you read at bedtime, books your child reads to a sibling 
or books you talk about at home) can make a huge difference to progress and to vocabulary. Please come and talk to 
me if you have any questions.    
 
Most of our reading in school will be using Bug Club which is good at developing comprehension skills as well as 
reading ability. Your child can access these books at home on Active Learn and will be allocated a selection of book 
from the stage we are reading. If you need your child’s login details, please come and ask. Most of our focus in Year 2 
will be on comprehension skills so it is important to leave time to discuss what the children have read. If you have any 
concerns about the stage that your child is on or their reading ability, please let me know. 
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Library: We will continue to visit the school library once a week on a Thursday, so your child can choose a book to 
bring home. They can keep their book for a week or longer but please remind your child to bring their book back to 
school on Library day even if it is to renew it for another week. 
 
Changes to homework schedule:  

• Spellings: will be taught and tested on a Tuesday but new spellings will not be sent home until Wednesday. 
(This is purely to make it more practical for Nuria and I as we mark and set new tasks) New spellings will 
continue to be sent home in your child’s spelling record books. Please make sure these come into school on 
Tuesday as it is very hard to ensure new spellings make it to you safely if we cannot stick them directly into 
books.  
 

• Maths: will also be due in on a Tuesday but sent home on a Wednesday in our red Homework Books. This 
will usually be a short worksheet or written activity to consolidate what we have learned in school that week. 
Completed homework should be returned on a Monday, so that I have time to mark and set new tasks. 

 
• Talk homework: This will be sent home on a Friday for our writing sessions on a Monday afternoon. We 

don’t expect the children to write anything down, but please do take time to talk about the topic before 
Monday – it really does have a big impact on the quality of the children’s writing if they come prepared.  
 

• Reading: We expect the children to spend about 10-15 minutes every day reading or sharing books with you 
at home either online using Bug Club (part of Active Learn) or by reading the books in their bookbag. Please 
help them to achieve this and record what they have read in their yellow reading record book. This helps build 
up a profile of reading over the year.  
 

 
Some dates for your diary: 
 
Wed 7th Nov am – KS1 Trip to The Phoenix to see ‘Mary and the Witch’s Flower’ (No charge. No packed lunch 
needed) 
 
Mon 12th – Fri 23rd Nov – Parent Consultations (please look out for a sign-up sheet outside the classroom)  
 
Tues 20th Nov – BBC Radio Oxford recording school Christmas song to be broadcast on BBC Radio Oxford in the run 
up to Christmas (no changes to the school day) 
 
Mon 26th Nov am– KS1 Teddy Bear Hospital visit (In school. No charge. More information to follow) 
 
Tues 11th Dec - KS1 Nativity (6pm St Barnabas Church) 
 
Mon 17th Dec  Whole school trip to the Pantomime at the Oxford Playhouse (Letter to follow) 
Tues 18th Dec  Christmas Lunch  
Wed 19th Dec   Christmas Parties 
 
I am also in the process of arranging a couple of potential trips to link with our topic. Please keep an eye out for 
further information. I am always very grateful for offers of help and contributions of interests and expertise and would 
be very happy to welcome you to the classroom to help with, or lead, sessions. If you would be interested in coming in 
to help or if you, or anyone you know, has any skills or opportunities for visits related to our topics, please do come 
and speak to me.  
 
Finally, thank you for all that you are doing to help Year 2 run so smoothly. Please know that my door remains open 
for you and your children. Please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns. If I am 
not able to speak to you immediately, I would be very happy to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet.  I look 
forward to seeing you at Parent Consultations very soon.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Helen Manley 
Class Teacher 
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