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Friday 7th September 2018 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back! I hope that you have all had a lovely summer break. The beginning of a new school year is always 
exciting – even more so this year as I return to Year 2 (right back where I started here many years ago!) I am looking 
forward to all that this year holds and to getting to know you and your children well over the course of the year. 
 
Staffing: Nuria will be our TA every morning and will also work with us on Wednesday and Friday afternoons. Siham 
will be working with us on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Marie and Jack will be covering my PPA time 
on a Friday afternoon and they will be doing Art and P.E. with the children.  
 
General routines: Children should arrive at school at 08:45 and we take the register promptly at 08:55. It is really 
important that your child arrives on time each morning so that they make the most of all learning time in class. The 
outside door to the KS1 playground closes at 08:55, so should you be late for any reason, you should bring your child 
into school via the main entrance and report to the office where you can sign your child in late and order a school lunch 
if you need to. Your child will then be taken to their classroom. At the end of the day, you should collect your child from 
outside the Year 2 classroom. We like to ensure that we have ‘handed them over’ safely and cannot let them leave 
unescorted, so we will keep them on the carpet until you arrive. If your child is being collected by someone other than 
you on any given day (for example by another relative or family friend or if they are going to a friend’s house etc) or if 
they are going to a club in school, please write their first name on the board outside the classroom and the arrangements 
you have made (e.g. James – going to Amanda’s house). If you are going to be delayed, please telephone the office to 
let us know and we will keep your child in the classroom until you arrive.  
 
Absence: Please let us know in advance about any medical appointments you have arranged for your child and will 
need to arrive late or be collected early. If your child is ill, please telephone, email or text the school office as soon as 
possible on each day of absence.  
 
Our lessons in Term 1a: Over the course of this first half of the term, our topic will be ‘’All About Me”. Please see the 
attached Curriculum Map and timetable for further information about what we plan to cover in each curriculum area and 
our schedule for each day. Each week, we will also have a Philosophy for Children (P4C) session. This links to all areas 
of the curriculum and gives us a chance to think about big questions and issues that make us think hard about things. 
Watch this space and don’t be surprised if the children start asking big questions over breakfast! 
 
PE: PE this year will be on Monday morning and Friday afternoon. Your child will need to have a PE kit in school on 
both of those days. Please make sure your child has a t-shirt, shorts (or trousers and jumper for colder weather) and 
trainers with a good grip. If your child has longer hair, they will need to tie it back for PE lessons. As our P.E. lesson on 
Monday morning is first thing, it might be really helpful if your child could come to school in their P.E. kit and bring their 
normal clothes to change into afterwards. Their kit can then stay in school ready for Friday’s lesson.  This term, Mr 
Wells will be teaching P.E. on a Monday and Jack will be teaching P.E. on a Friday. We will also be trying to keep up 
the excellent running that we all began as a school before the summer and we will aim to run for 10 minutes every day 
(yes, even if it’s a bit rainy!) and keep a record of how far we have run over the year. I wonder how far we will get? We 
will not always change for this session, but it will be important for children to have a change of shoes suitable for running 
in school every day and a coat in case the weather is a bit cold or grotty.  
 
Reading: I aim to hear the children read every week. The children will also read independently every day and complete 
activities related to the books or other comprehension tasks. Every child should bring their book bag to school every 
day. In their book bag they should have one reading book and one choice book from our class library. There should 
also be a yellow reading record book. Please only take two books at a time so there is plenty for everyone. Reading 
books can be changed in the morning or at the end of the school day, as often as needed. Please involve your child in 
changing their book as it is important for them have a personal choice in what they read. Most of our reading in school 
will be using Bug Club which is good at developing comprehension skills as well as reading ability. Your child can access 
these books at home on Active Learn and will be allocated a selection of book from the stage we are reading. Most of 
our focus in Year 2 will be on comprehension skills so it is important to leave time to discuss what the children have 
read. If you have any concerns about the stage that your child is on or their reading ability, please let me know. 
 
Library: We will visit the school library once a week on a Thursday, so your child can choose a book to bring home. 
They can keep their book for a week or longer but please remind your child to bring their book back to school on Library 
day even if it is to renew it for another week. 
 
Homework: 
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• Spellings: will be taught and set on a Tuesday. We will learn our new spelling patterns in school and words 
will be sent home in your child’s spelling record books where there is space for them to practice their words. 
The following Tuesday, in our spelling lesson, these words will be tested and a new pattern introduced.  
 

• Maths: will also be sent home on a Tuesday in our red Homework Books. This will usually be a short worksheet 
or written activity to consolidate what we have learned in school that week. Completed homework should be 
returned on a Monday, so that I have time to mark and set new tasks. 

 
• Talk homework: This will be sent home on a Friday for our writing sessions on a Monday afternoon. We don’t 

expect the children to write anything down, but it is beneficial if you talk to your child about the topic of the week 
as this means that they come prepared with lots of ideas and vocabulary which in turn helps them produce 
writing of much higher quality.  
 

• Reading: We expect the children to spend about 10-15 minutes every day reading or sharing books with you 
at home either online using Bug Club (part of Active Learn) or by reading the books in their bookbag. Please 
help them to achieve this and record what they have read in their yellow reading record book. This helps build 
up a profile of reading over the year.  

 
(Additional online practice: Children will have access to Active Learn to practise their maths and will also be able to 
access Bug Club which will give them access to the online books we are using in school. This can be accessed on the 
Active Learn website (www.activelearnprimary.co.uk). The children’s usernames and passwords will be stuck into 
their reading diaries. Logging on to the Active Learn site regularly will help your child to consolidate and practise work 
we are doing in class. Please let me know if you have any problems with logging in or if you do not have access to a 
computer.) 
 
Benny’s Buddy Award: This year, you and your family may be seeing a little more of a new member of our class. 
Benny the Sheep will be joining us in Year 2. Although he enjoys lessons, he needs to get out and about. Benny is a 
model member of the class. Every week, he will be watching out for someone in the class who has been working 
exceptionally well or who has been a superb model of our values. That person will be named Benny’s Buddy of the 
week. Benny will have the chance to come home to spend the weekend with his chosen child. He will come armed with 
a notebook. Over the weekend, Benny will need help to write an account of his adventures. Benny must be looked after 
really well and should come back with your child on Monday morning accompanied by his book. We will then hear all 
about what he has been up to. This should create a wonderful log of his adventures over the year and act as a fantastic 
way to ensure we keep practising our writing! 
 
I will be holding a curriculum meeting at 3pm on Wednesday 19th September. It will give us an opportunity to meet to 
talk about the coming year, routines and expectations and for me to answer any initial questions you may have. I will 
also provide information about Year 2 objectives and other curriculum information which I hope you will find useful. If 
you are unable to attend the meeting, please do let me know and we can find an alternative time to meet.  
 
I am always very grateful for offers of help and contributions of interests and expertise and would be very happy to 
welcome you to the classroom to help with, or lead, sessions. If you would be interested in coming in to help or if you, 
or anyone you know, has any skills or opportunities for visits related to our topics, please do come and speak to me.  
 
Finally, please know that my door is always open. Please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions 
or concerns. If I am not able to speak to you immediately, I would be very happy to arrange a mutually convenient time 
to meet. I very much look forward to seeing you at the curriculum meeting and to working with you and your child over 
the coming year.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Helen Manley 
Class Teacher 


