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Tuesday 31st October 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back! I hope that you have all had a lovely break after a very busy term – the first one 
after the summer can always be a bit of a shock to the system! 
 
Our lessons in Term 1b: 
Over the course of this half of the term, our topic will be ‘Reach for the Stars’. Science will lead our 
topic focus as we learn more about Space, the Earth and our place in the universe. In English this 
term, we will be studying non-fiction and adding biography, journalistic writing and non-
chronological reports to our repertoire. Where possible, these sessions will be linked to our topic.  
We will continue focusing on the technical side of comprehension, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. We will also continue to have one session of extended independent writing each week. 
In Maths, we will continue to consolidate and extend our work in number, shape, measures, 
geometry, algebra and problem solving. We are beginning the term looking at factors, multiples 
and primes before moving on to investigate angles and coordinates.  
 
In Computing, we will be investigating the world of animation using technology to bring our ideas to 
life. Our focus for RE is Christianity and in PE we will be working on tag rugby and building our 
stamina and fitness to improve our running. In our Art and Design sessions this term, we will be 
looking at abstract space art and creating our own work in the style of Peter Thorpe. We will also 
be creating our own models of the solar system and look at the effects we can create by drawing 
with different materials.  
 
Each week, we will also have a Philosophy for Children (P4C) session. This links to all areas of the 
curriculum and gives us a chance to think about big questions and issues that make us think hard 
about things. This term, we will be working on how to generate philosophical questions from a 
given stimulus.  
 
PE: 
There have been a few issues with children not having a change of clothes for PE sessions. All 
children are expected to have a change of clothes (and shoes!) for PE lessons on Thursdays and 
Fridays. This is particularly important in the upper key stage, not only for reasons of personal 
hygiene but also because we do try to take the children outside for PE as much as possible – rain 
does not always mean we head inside! Your child may be very soggy if they do not have a change 
of clothes. At this point in the year, the ground can also get very muddy, so a change of shoes is 
essential. Please make sure trainers have a good grip as things can get a little slippery in the 
changing season. 
 
Homework: 
Thank you for all your help and support at home with efforts over the last term with our long 
projects. We are looking forward to sharing these together very soon.  
 
Spellings 
This term, we will continue to use homework to learn and practise our spellings. They will be set on 
a Monday and tested the following Monday as usual.  
 
Maths 
This term, we are also going to be trying something new for our Maths sessions. At the start of any 
week, we always spend a session either introducing new concepts or revising ideas that we need 
to embed from our work in previous years. Usually, the children come at it with different levels of 
experience and understanding, whether it is new to them or not. This is completely normal and is 
something that will continue to be the case as they move through life. Thus, that first lesson on a 
topic is always an interesting one as it becomes clear that different children know different things. 
From that lesson, we then plan our next move.  
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This, along with my own study last year, got me thinking: what if the children had the chance to 
start getting their heads around the new or returning ideas before that first lesson? What if they did 
a bit of work on it, so that they could bring their knowledge to the classroom and we could spend 
that introduction or revision lesson learning from each other. That way, children can share their 
knowledge, have the chance to ask questions and clarify their understanding BEFORE hitting the 
using and applying sessions?  

 
So, here’s how this term’s Maths will work: 

 
On a Monday, along with their spellings, the children will be given a piece of Maths homework that 
will (hopefully) start to prepare them for the work they tackle over the following week. They will do 
this work a week in advance so that it is ready for the following week’s lessons. For example, next 
week, we will be starting a block of work on Angles. Therefore, this week’s homework will be to 
look at a number of things linked to angles that will help them tackle this work. Each week, the 
tasks may be slightly different: it may involve some internet research work, watching a video (links 
will be provided), trying a new task and making a list of things they don’t understand that we will 
work on together in lessons etc.  
 
They will need to have this work ready and bring it into school next Monday so that we can use it to 
start our new focus. This may seem a little confusing now, but I will talk to the children about how it 
will work. All you need to do is keep a look out for the Maths homework instruction sheet on a 
Monday (as you would with the spellings) and make sure that your child completes the tasks (at 
any point –whether bit by bit over the week or in one go) ready to hand in the following Monday.   
 
Please do ask (and encourage your child to ask too) if you have any questions or if you’d like 
further clarification. If internet access is a problem at home, the children would be welcome to work 
on this in school during break times and lunchtimes and can always ask for help if needed.  
 
Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations will take place during the week beginning 13th November. Please look for the 
sign-up sheet on the classroom door and arrange a convenient time to meet. I welcome the 
opportunity to talk to you at any point about your child, of course. However, these sessions, which 
offer us a chance to discuss your child’s progress are vital in ensuring an effective partnership 
between home and school so that, together, we can support your child’s learning and development 
in the best way possible. I am looking forward to meeting you all.  
 
Events coming up this term: 
Friday 3rd November: The Big First Aid Lesson Live (in school) 
Week beginning 13th November: Parent Consultations (see sign-up sheet in classroom) 
Monday 13th November: Individual Photos 
Thursday 16th November:  KS2 Trip to Odeon Cinema to see Diary of a Wimpy Kid (letter to follow) 
Friday 17th November evening:  Y5 Lantern Parade at Oxford Light Night (letter to follow) 
Monday 4th December Whole School Pantomime Trip (letter to follow) 
Tuesday 12th December evening: Nativity at St Barnabas Church  
 
Other events may also take place over the course of the term. Please look out for letters.  
 
Finally, please remember that my door is always open. Please do not hesitate to come and see me 
if you have any questions or concerns or if you or your child have something exciting or important 
to share! 
 
Many thanks for all that you do to support your child and the school. It is always hugely 
appreciated.   
 
Yours sincerely. 
 
 
 
Helen Manley 
Class Teacher 
 


